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AUTHOR'S PREFACE. 



About a year ago the publisher of the 44 Series of Brief 
Grammars of the Germanic Dialects " invited me to prepare 
the Old English member of the series. At that time the 
pressure of other duties did not justify me in promising him 
more than a revision of an earlier set of lectures on Old 
English grammar, adapted to conform to the general plan. 
The brief sketch which follows, therefore, makes no preten- 
sion to be anything more than such a revision, although 
much has been added in the process of re-copying which was 
foreign to the original draft. 

Hitherto, Old English grammars have virtually been 
founded upon the language of the poetical texts. This is 
to be deplored, especially when we consider that the manu- 
scripts in which they are contained are uniformly late ; that 
the texts themselves were composed at an earlier period, and 
frequently in another dialect ; and that in our present ver- 
sions ancient forms are almost hopelessly jumbled with more 
modern ones, and specimens of the most widely separated 
dialects are occasionally united in the same composition. 

In the present treatise, on the other hand, the language 
of the older prose writings has, to a greater extent than 
heretofore, been chosen as the basis of grammatical inves- 
tigation, since it is safe to assume that they represent in 
some measure a single dialect. Besides the characterization 
of the West Saxon, which is everywhere made the most prom- 
inent, an attempt has also been made to give, though in the 
most concise terms, the chief variations of the other dialects. 
Moreover, the method followed has been the historical ; that 
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is, I have endeavored to discriminate between early and late 
forms in a somewhat more critical manner than has been 
customary, at least in Germany. In this respect, particu- 
larly, my work will need to be supplemented and corrected. 
Just here, however, I desire to anticipate one objection which 
may be brought against my statements. When a sound or 
a form is said to be 4 'earlier" or 44 later," these terms are to 
be understood as designating the relative age of two corre- 
sponding sounds or forms, or the great preponderance of the 
one or the other in documents of an earlier or later date, 
and must not be construed as denying the isolated occurrence 
of 44 later" forms in earlier texts, or the reverse. In the 
present state of our knowledge of Old English, it is not 
possible to proceed with any nearer approach to accuracy ; 
as regards the exact chronology of Old English sounds and 
forms, almost everything is yet to be done. 

The citations are not usually intended to be exhaustive, 
since this was precluded by the very plan of the series. 
Many details, which appear to be confined exclusively to the 
language of poetry, have been intentionally omitted, because 
I believed that the beginner should first acquaint himself 
with the normal or typical forms of the language ; it should 
be observed, however, that what is lacking in the paragraphs 
treating of West Saxon will frequently be found under the 
head of the other dialects. On the other hand, I regret that 
my account of heterogeneous and heteroclitic nouns is not 
more full and explicit. 

In the phonology, and especially in that of the vowels, it 
was impossible to avoid touching upon the theories of com- 
parative philology. Here, again, the utmost attainable 
brevity has been aimed at. In general, an elementary 
knowledge of Gothic has been presupposed ; Old High Ger- 
man and Old Saxon forms have been injp&duced only in 
exceptional instances, and then only when they were required 
to elucidate some difficulty. 
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The first effectual stimulus to a historical study of Old 
English, and the first outlines of Old English dialectology, 
we owe to Henry Sweet. In the introduction to his edition 
of the Cura Pastoralis the peculiarities of Early West Saxon 
were pointed out for the first time ; and his paper entitled 
"Dialects and Prehistoric Forms of English" (Transactions 
of the Philological Society, 1875-76, p. 453 ff.) first directed 
attention to the earliest documents, and briefly characterized 
the principal dialects. Of prime importance are likewise his 
investigations into the quantity of Old English vowels (120. 
note) ; these were intended to prepare the way for a new 
edition of his History of English Sounds, London, 1874, — a 
work which leans rather to a theoretical treatment of Old 
English phonolog} 7 . Besides, the grammatical introduction 
to Sweet's Anglo-Saxon Reader (now in its third edition, 
Oxford, 1881, though I have been able to consult only the 
second) contains many valuable and, what is deserving of 
special recognition in this department of research, trust- 
worthy particulars. v 

The history of certain parts of the Old English vowel-system 
has been, for the first time, illustrated in the researches of 
H. Paul into the Germanic vowel-system (Beitrage zur Ge- 
schichte der Deutsche n Sprache und Literatur IV. 315 ff., and 
VI. Iff.). To these should be added the articles by Ten 
Brink (Zeitschrift fur Deutsches Alterthum, XIX. 211 ff., 
Anglia, I. 512 ff.), and by J. Zupitza (Anzeiger fur Deut- 
sches Alterthum, II. 1 ff.). Of monographs on special points 
but few have been published. Zupitza has fully discussed 
the language of the important Kentish Glosses (Zeitschrift 
fur Deutsches Alterthum, XIX. Iff.); while, besides Sweet, 
P. J. Cosijn has shed light upon Early West Saxon by his 
admirable studies of the Cura Pastoralis and the Old Eng- 
lish Chronicle (Taalkundige Bijdragen, Haarlem, 1877 ff., 
II. 115 ff., 240 ff.), as well as by his Kurzgefasste Altwest- 
sachsische Grammatik (I. Theil, Die Vocale der Stammsilben, 
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Leiden, 1881). The northern dialects, moreover, which had 
been almost overlooked since the labors of K. W. Bouterwek 
(Introduction to his edition of the Four Gospels in the Old 
Northumbrian Language, Giitersloh, 1857 ; the edition is 
totally useless so far as the text is concerned) and of M. 
Heyne (Kurze Grammatik der Altgermanischen Dialecte), 
have recently been made the objects of study. The language 
of the Psalter (Appendix, p. 222) has been very critically 
elucidated by R. Zeuner (Die Sprache des Kentischen Psal- 
ters, Halle, 1881), and compared with that of the oldest 
Kentish texts*; the author, relying upon an earlier opinion 
of Sweet's, regarded the Psalter as Kentish, but this view is 
shown to be untenable by his own statements in the treatise 
referred to. Finally, a similar comprehensive investigation 
of the Northumbrian documents is soon to be expected from 
Professor Albert S. Cook. 

To what extent I am indebted to these and other prede- 
cessors for opinions or material can be easily determined by 
comparison. To assure every one his due is rendered im- 
possible by the compass and plan of this sketch. 

To my friend W. Braune I owe grateful acknowledgments 
for his aid in the correction of proof-sheets, and for many 
valuable suggestions with regard to the text itself. 

E. SIEVERS. 

Jena, February 1, 1882. 
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While Sievers* Angelsachsische Grammatik was passing 
through the press, I was a student of philology at the Uni- 
versity of Jena. The author had obligingly allowed me to 
read the whole manuscript before it was placed in the 
printer's hands, and now favored me with copies of the 
proof-sheets as fast as they were issued. Under these 
circumstances it was natural that, when the project of an 
English version was mooted, I should offer myself as the 
translator. I did so offer myself, and received from my 
honored teacher his cordial permission to make such use of 
his work as I might deem proper; in other words, he left 
it to my option to expand, curtail, or otherwise modify the 
original in any way that commended itself to my judgment. 
The permission thus generously accorded, it has been my 
aim not to abuse. 

The original plan of the grammar has been left intact. 
Upon first view it seemed labyrinthine, and capable of much 
simplification ; but I was soon persuaded, upon nearer ex- 
amination, that the complexity of design was owing to the 
multiplicity of phenomena presented by the three Old Eng- 
lish dialects, and still further increased by the endeavor to 
discriminate between the earlier and later stages of West 
Saxon. The author might have made his Grammar easier 
had he chosen to ignore facts which clamored for explana- 
tion, instead of seeking to harmonize and account for them ; 
if the work is more difficult, it is also more scientific and 
comprehensive. Moreover, much of the apparent complexity 
vanishes in actual use. The dialectal variations may be 
entirely disregarded ; examples of Late West Saxon are 
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chiefly confined to the notes ; and the system of cross-refer- 
ences will not only facilitate the settlement of a doubtful 
point, but, if perseveringly utilized, will enable the student 
readily to comprehend the relations between the different 
parts of the whole organism — an organism which is not the 
figment of scholastic invention, but essentially natural and 
rational. 

With the exception of one or two unimportant redistribu- 
tions of matter, the modifications that have been made are 
confined to excisions, additions, changes in terminology, and 
changes in accent. The excisions are of such details as were 
criticised in my review of the Grammar in the American 
Journal of Philology, VI. 228, and need not be dwelt upon 
in this place. 

Important supplementary matter has been furnished by 
articles in various philological journals. Among these may 
be mentioned the papers contained in Englische Studien, 
VI. 149 ff., 290 ff., and in Anglia, VI. 171 ff. ; the valuable 
contributions of F. Kluge to Kuhn's Zeitscbrift fur Ver- 
gleichende Sprachforschung, XXVI. 68 ff., the Beitrage 
zur Geschichte der Deutschen Sprache und Literatur, VIII. 
506 ff., and to Anglia, Anzeiger zu Band V. 81 ff. ; but espe- 
cially the rich collections from Sievers* own hand (Beitrage, 
IX. 197-300). So much of this store as promised to render 
the Grammar more serviceable has been incorporated into its 
pages, though frequently with such alterations of form as 
to become practically unrecognizable, except upon careful 
scrutiny. The First Half of Cosijn's Altwestsachsische 
. Grammatik unfortunately came to hand too late to be of 
any service. Besides the additions made to the body of the 
work, the index has been amplified to include all the new 
words under the head of Inflection. 

The term u 01d English " has been substituted throughout 
for " Anglo-Saxon." This change will hardly call for an 
extended justification. Whatever reasons may be advanced 
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for the retention of the name u Anglo-Saxon," the arguments 
in favor of "Old English" are manifestly, and, to my mind, 
overwhelmingly superior. The latter rest upon the practically 
invariable usage of our English forefathers, and upon the 
need of marking, by a simple as well as intelligible nomen- 
clature, the succession of periods or stages in the develop- 
ment of our language. At the very beginning of the Preface 
to the English Chronicle, we are told that " in this island 
there are five languages : English (Englisc) , British, Scotch, 
Pictish, and Latin." Alfred, in his circular letter prefixed 
to the Pastoral Care, advises that all freemen's sons be set 
to learning 44 until such time as they can interpret English 
(Englisc) writing well," and states that he has undertaken 
to "render into English" the book known in Latin as 
4 4 Pastoralis." A century later, iElfric, speaking of his 
grammar, says : 44 1, M\Mc, have attempted to translate thi9 
little book into English speech"; further on, when treating 
of letters, he states that 44 littera is staef in English" (p. 4 
of Zupitza's edition) ; and again, that 44 y is ver}* common 
in English writings.' ' Again, in the Old English version of 
the Gospels, the text of Matthew 27 : 46, interpreting the 
Aramaic, reads, 44 that is in English (Englisc), My God, my 
God, why hast thou forsaken me?" And while 44 English" 
is thus repeatedly employed to denote the language, 44 Anglo- 
Saxon " never once occurs in this sense. But, if the appli- 
cation of the term 4 4 English " to the speech of our ancestors 
is warranted by their own practice, the phrase "Old English" 
is at least equally well supported by convenience, analogy, 
and sound philological principles. No one scruples to say 
44 Old Saxon," "Old Norse," or 44 Old French," while the 
sequence of Old High German, Middle High German, and 
Modern or New High German (Brandt's German Grammar, 
§ 485) is too well established to be overthrown. The desig- 
nation of the successive epochs in the history of English by 
the same terms, Old, Middle, and Modern, which have been 
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so long and consistently applied to the sister tongue, can 
therefore hardly be regarded as constituting a serious inno- 
vation. These adjectives carry their meaning on their face, 
and do not require, for ordinary purposes, an interpretation 
at the hands of the professional philologist ; yet, while suf- 
ficiently flexible for popular use in their current acceptations, 
they admit of strict scholarly definition, and are thus open 
to no valid objection on either score. 

With regard to accent, I have followed Sweet in the third 
edition of his Reader; that is, I have uniformly employed 
the acute, and placed it over the former of the two elements 
in a long diphthong, thus differing from Sievers, who writes 
simple long vowels with the circumflex, and places the acute 
over the second element of a long diphthong. A uniform 
adherence to one or the other accent is dictated by consider- 
ations of simplicity and economy, while Sievers himself dis- 
tinctly affirms that the stress in every diphthong falls upon 
the first of the two components, though he ignores the theory 
in his notation. 

In conformity with Sweet's practice, I have designated 
the o, standing for a before nasals, by q, and the umlaut-e 
by original e being left unmarked. The 5 of the German 
edition has been replaced by g, since it is not easy to discern 
any advantage in the retention of the manuscript form. In 
the index, ff, whether initial or medial, has been made to 
follow t, instead of being inserted, when medial, after d. 

The monograph on Northumbrian, announced in Sievers* 
preface, has not yet been completed. Though its claims upon 
my time and attention have been temporarily superseded by 
others, I have good hope that any moderate expectations 
founded upon Professor Sievers' generous notice need not 
much longer be disappointed. 

The typographical form of this volume is due to the taste 
of Messrs. J. S. Cushing & Co., of Boston. Their labors, 
arduous at best, have been still further heightened by three 
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thousand miles of distance ; the patience and good judgment 
displayed under these conditions is, therefore, deserviug of 
hearty praise. 

In conclusion, it only remains to express the hope that 
what is best in this treatise may be ascribed to Professor 
Sievers, and that what is faulty in execution may be set 
down to the unwisdom of its editor. 

ALBERT S. COOK. 

University of California, 
Berkeley, Cal., March 19, 1886. 
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IXTEODUCTION". 

•o* 

1. By Old English we mean the language of the 
Germanic inhabitants of England, from their earliest 
settlement in that country till about the middle or end 
of the twelfth century. From this time on the language 
differs from that of the older period by the gradual 
decay of inflectional forms, and the introduction of 
French elements. 

Note. The OE. writers uniformly call their own language Englisc ; the 
Latin authors employ, for the most part, the term lingua saxotiica. The 
names Ongulseaxan, Lat. Anglotaxones, etc., were originally employed 
only in a political sense ; cf . the proposed nomenclature for the various 
periods of English and the able defence of the term Old English in 
Sweet's History of English Sounds, pp. 167-161. 

Old English forms a branch of the so-called West 
Germanic, i.e., of the unitary language from which, in 
later times, proceeded Old English, Frisian, Old Saxon, 
Frankish, and Upper German. It is most nearly related 
to Frisian, but is likewise closely akin to Old Saxon. 

2. In the earliest OE. manuscripts the existence of 
various dialects is plainly discernible. The chief of 
these are the Northumbrian, in the north ; the Midland, 
or Mercian, in the interior; the West Saxon, in the 
west and south ; and the Kentish, in the south-east. 

Note. Northumbrian and Mercian together form the Anglian group. 
The main representative of the Saxon dialects is West Saxon, and of 
the Jutic, Kentish. For an account of the most important monuments 
of the OE. language, see Appendix, p. 222. 
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3. The chief characteristics of WS. are the represen- 
tation of Germ. 6 by afc (57 ff. ; 150. 1) ; the accurate 
discrimination of ea and eo (150. 3) ; the early loss of 
the sound oe (27) ; and the displacement of the ending 
-u, -o, of the pres. ind. 1st sing., by -e (356) . 

In EWS. the umlaut of ea, eo is ie, passing later 
into i, y (41; 150.2). Northumbrian has a tendency 
to drop final n (186), and to convert we into woe, and 
weo into wo (156). The inflections were unsettled at 
an early period; especially noticeable is the frequent 
formation of the pres. ind. 3d sing, and of the whole 
plur. in -s instead of IT (358). The oldest criterion of 
Kentish is the vocalization of g into i (214. 2) ; more 
recent is the substitution of e for y (154). 



Alphabet and Pronunciation. 

4. The OE. alphabet is the Latin alphabet as modi- 
fied by English scribes. The letters f, gr» r, and s are 
most unlike the usual forms. Besides the Latin letters, 
there were ©% p 9 and a character for w, the two latter 
being borrowed from the Runic alphabet. 

English editions of OE. texts have often been printed 
with type made in imitation of the manuscript charac- 
ters. At present, however, the Roman letters are uni- 
versally preferred, with the addition of the characters 
9" and ]>. Occasionally, too, the OE. 5 is employed to 
represent g. 

Note 1. Abbreviations are not very common in Old English manu- 
scripts. They arc usually denoted by * or ~. ^ over vowels signifies 
m, e.g. fr5 = frgm ; over consonants er, as in eeft, fsestn, of = aefter, 
fjestern, ofer. On the other hand, ~ denotes or, as in f, fc, befan, 
etc. = for, fore, beforan ; but flfon, hwofi stand for ffonne, hwonne. 
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A )> with crossed vertical signifies J>«t. The following have been 
borrowed from Latin: 1 for Qnd, and, and; and a crossed 1 for 
offffe, or. 

Note 2. Before the introduction of the Latin alphabet, the English 
already possessed Runic letters. The alphabet is an extension of the 
old German Runic alphabet of twenty-four letters (L. F. A. Wimmer, 
Kuncskriftens oprindelse og udvikling i Norden, Copenhagen, 1874). 
The few Runic remains may be found in G. Stephens, The Old Northern 
Runic Monuments, Copenhagen, 1860, I. 361 ff. The most important of 
these are the inscriptions on the Ruthwell Cross in Northumberland, 
Bewcastle Cross in Cumberland, and the Clermont casket. 

5. The data for determining the pronunciation of 
these letters is furnished by the traditional pronunci- 
ation of Latin as it obtained in England from about 
the seventh century ; besides, it is not improbable that 
Celtic influences must be taken into account. In 
doubtful cases we are obliged to resort to variation in 
the orthography, and especially to phonetic changes 
and grammatical phenomena in Old English itself, as a 
means of determining the pronunciation. Moreover, 
the latter cannot have been the same at all times, and 
in all localities. 

In the following chapters on phonology the more 
precise pronunciation of the individual letters will be 
indicated, whenever this can be done with any approach 
to certainty. 
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PHONOLOGY. 

PART I. -THE VOWELS. 
In General. 

6. The Old English vowels are denoted by the six 
simple characters a, e, i, o, u, y, the ligature ee, and 
the digraphs ^oe, ea (ia), eo (io), and ie (seldom ei), 
North, ai (155. 3), and in the oldest WS. texts eu, iu 
(64; 159. 4), the latter, with the exception of oe and ai, 
having the value of diphthongs. 

Note 1. The Mss. often write se as ae, or even as e; so, too, the 
printed oe is always represented by oe. The distinctions in both cases 
are merely graphical, and have nothing to do with the pronunciation. 

Note 2. Old English has no diphthongs, except those already men- 
tioned. Every other vowel combination (including in most cases el) 
must be analyzed into its two component vowels : aidlian = a-idllan, 
atirnen = a-urnen, beirnan = be-irnan, gey wed = ge-ywed, geun- 
nan = ge-unnan, etc.; iu is generally ju (74; 157). 

7. With respect to the position of the articulating 
organs, a, o, u are guttural vowels, while ae, e, i, oe, y 
are palatals. The diphthongs uniformly begin with a 
palatal sound. 

Quantity. 

8 All these vowels, together with the diphthongs, 
have both short and long quantity. Length is some- 
times indicated, especially in the more ancient manu- 
scripts, and as a rule in monosyllables, by gemination 
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of the simple vowel sign (yy probably never being 
found), — aa, breer, miin, doom, buus. The ligatures 
and diphthongs, on the other hand, are never geminated. 
At a later period, length is indicated by an acute 
accent over the vowel sign or combination, — a, br£r, 
mm, dtfm, lids, mys, safe, 6etfel or o6tfel 9 6ac or eac, 
tr^owe or tretfwe, etc., — though at best it is only em- 
ployed sporadically, and is subject to no fixed rule. 

Note. English editors and grammarians retain the acute accent as 
a sign of length ; in Germany the circumflex is generally used over 
simple vowel signs, — ft, brer, mi n, ddm, h&a, mys, etc. Short and 
long SB and oe were formerly discriminated as a and- ee, 6 and go ; these 
are now written ee and a?, oo and 62, as in the case of the simple vowel 
signs. The lack of uniformity is most conspicuous in the diphthongs, 
English scholars formerly denoting the long diphthongs by an acute 
accent over the second element, ea, eA, l4 9 — e.g., beam, be6n, hi£ran, 
in contradistinction to wearp, weorpan, wierptf. This was likewise 
the practice of Grimm and his successors. Latterly, there has been 
an attempt to introduce the circumflex in this place also, and to write 
either ea, 60, le, or e&, eo, id. Neither is to be recommended, since 
by this means there may result confusion between diphthongs and the 
dissyllabic groups e-a or e-a, etc. In the present work we shall, in 
conformity with the latest and best English usage, employ the acute 
accent only, and place it over the first, instead of the second, element 
of long diphthongs. 

9. The originally long vowels of certain derivative 
and final syllables do not retain their length in OE. ; 
every vowel of a derivative or final syllable must, 
therefore, be regarded as short. 

Note. Earlier writers on the subject, in deference to the authority 
of Jacob Grimm, have wrongly designated the -e of the instr. sing, as 
long. 
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WEST SAXON VOWELS. 
I. Vowels of the Accented Syllables. 
I. SIMPLE VOWELS. 

a. 

10. Short a is comparatively rare. It is more or less 
regularly wanting before nasals (65 ff.), and it is like- 
wise avoided in all closed syllables. Exceptions are 
rare: habban, nabban (415 ff.) ; assa, ass; asse, she-ass; 
axe, asce, ashes; waxan, wash; the foreign words arc, 
ark ; carcern, prison, etc. ; also margen, morning, etc. 
Even in open syllables the presence of the a depends 
in part on the influence of a following vowel (50). 

Note. For a before 1 in a closed syllable, as in aid, fallan, see 
80; 15a 2. 

11. Short a springs regularly from a Germ. (Goth.) 
a (49 ff.). 

12. Long d is frequently found, and before all con- 
sonants whether in open or closed syllables : hatan, is 
called ; gast, ghost ; ban, bone, dat. plur. banum, etc. 

13. a regularly corresponds to Germ. (Goth.) ai (62) ; 
less frequently, when followed by w, to Germ. (Goth.) 
6 (57). 

SB. 

14. Short ae is a vowel sound which is characteristic 
of Old English ; its pronunciation seems to have been 
that of the modern English short a in man, hat. It 
occurs chiefly in closed syllables : daegr, day ; f set, vat ; 
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saet, sat. Its use in open syllables is for the most part 
confined to such as were closed syllables until the Old 
English period, as in aecer, acre, Goth, akrs, stem akro- ; 
f aeger, fair, Goth. fagrs, stem fagro- ; or it may occur 
through the influence of forms with closed syllables, as 
gen. daeges, dat. daege, due to noin. acc. daeg. 

15. Short ae usually represents a Germ. (Goth.) a 
(49) ; hence it is wanting before nasals (65), before 
h terminating a syllable (82), and before r -f con- 
sonant (79). 

Note, se is occasionally found where we should expect e (89. note). 

16. Long SB seems to have had the pronunciation of 
the German long a. It occurs quite frequently, and is 
not subject to any special restrictions. 

17. The as is of various origin. It is either 

1) i-umlaut of an OE. a = Germ. (Goth.) ai, as in 
laeran, Goth, laisjan, teach, from OE. lar, lore; stsenen, 
stony, from stan, stone (90) ; or 

2) developed from Germ. (Goth.) e\ as in baeron, 
bore; mafeg, kinsman (Goth. be>un, m£gs) 57. n; or 

3) developed from Latin a, as in street, street (57. 1) ; 
or, finally, 

4) lengthened from short ae, as in saede, said, for 
saegde (214. 3) . 

18. Short e is one of the commonest sounds of Old 
English. As regards its pronunciation, it would seem 
that two different sounds are represented by the same 
letter; viz., an open and a close sound. It is, how- 
ever, impossible to trace this distinction through all 
periods with perfect certainty. 
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19. The twofold pronunciation of the e is undoubtedly 
to be referred to its twofold origin, it being either 

1) an older e, i.e. it corresponds to a Germ. (OHG., 
OS.) e, Goth, i, as in stelan, steal; OHG., OS., stelan, 
Goth, stilan (53) ; or it is 

2) umlaut-e, and then either i-umlaut of a, as in 
settan, set; Goth, satjan 89) ; or i-umlaut of o, as in 
exen, from oxa, ox (93). 

Which of these e's had the open and which the close 
sound cannot be ascertained with certainty; yet it is 
probable that the umlaut-e was the more open of the 
two. The quality of the e which stands for the umlaut 
of 9 (= a before a nasal) probably differs from that of 
the ordinary umlaut-e (89). The umlaut-e is denoted 
in the present volume by while the older e remains 
unmarked. 

20. The older e is a comparatively rare sound, since 
it is converted into i by nasals and nasal combinations 
(45. 2; 69), and in common with the umlaut-e is sub- 
ject to the various breakings (77 ff.), and the u- and 
o-umlauts (102 ff.). 

21. Long 4, a tolerably common sound, springs from 
various originals. It corresponds, 

1) though but seldom, to Germ. (Goth.) 6, OHG. ea, 
ia, as in her, here (58) ; it is 

2) i-umlaut of 6 (94) ; 

3) of unknown origin in the preterit of certain re- 
duplicating verbs (395. a). In addition to these regular 
correspondences, 6 also occurs* now and then 

4) as i-umlaut of 4a (97; 99), and 

5) as an occasional form of se (57. note 2 ; 150. l) . 



Digitized by 



THE VOWELS 



9 



i. 

22. It is necessary to distinguish between two i-sounds 
in WS. The one evidently had a purer i-quality, and 
is therefore consistently expressed by i down to a late 
period and in all dialects ; only in very late documents 
does y sometimes take its place. The second i-sound, 
which originally sprang from a diphthong, ie, io, was 
assimilated to the pronunciation of the y earlier than 
the other, for which reason the character representing 
it fluctuated much earlier between i and y (and the 
older ie, io, cf. 97 ft 0 .). These statements hold good 
without distinction both for the short and the long vowel. 

We will distinguish the two sounds as stable and 
unstable i. 

Note. In a few of the more ancient manuscripts (like the Cura 
Pastoralis) ie does indeed occur sporadically for the stable i, i. 

23. Stable short i corresponds 

1) usually to a Germ, i, as well when the latter rep- 
resents Indo-European i as when it is a Germ, develop- 
ment of an Indo-European e (45 ; 54) ; 

2) it is a peculiarly OE. development of a Germ, e, as 
niman (69). 

Unstable short i, on the other hand, is the more 
recent modification of an original ie, less frequently io 

(97 ff.; 107. 2; 109. b). 

24. Stable long i is either 

1) the representative of a Germ, i (59), or 

2) has arisen from Germ, i by ecthlipsis, contraction, 

etc. (185; 214. 3, 4). 

Unstable long 1, on the contrary, is the modification 
of an older ie (97 ff.). 
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Note. For final long i the Mss. (though hardly the oldest ones) often 
have ig, — big, hlg, sig, for bi, by; hi, they; si, be; so also igge for 
ige, as in wiggeud, warrior, for wigend ; igge from ig, island, for 
ige, etc. Of rare occurrence are such forms as iggaff, iggo&e. 

O. 

25. Short o in stem syllables is of twofold origin, and 
accordingly represents two different sounds : 

1) close o, Goth, u, as in god, God; boda, messenger 
etc. (55). This o does not occur before nasals (70). 

2) open o, corresponding to a Germ. (Goth.) a before 

nasals, and often interchanging with a, as in monn and 

maim, man; hona and liana, cock (65). 

Note. The Mss. do not distinguish between the two o-sounds ; 
Sweet follows the example of the Icelandic Mss. in denoting the open 
o by q, — thus, mQnn, hQna, as contrasted with god, boda, etc. For 
grammatical purposes this notation is to be recommended, and we shall 
accordingly adopt it in the present work. 

26. The sound of long 6 cannot be ascertained with 
entire certainty; it is not improbable that the long 
as well as the short o had originally a double pro- 
nunciation, close and open, corresponding to its twofold 
origin. It is 

1) the representative of Germ. (Goth.) 6, as in g<Sd, 
good (60), and in that case was probably always close; or 

2) the representative of Germ. e" before nasals, as in 
mdnaff, month (68); or 

3) lengthened from on = Germ. (Goth.) an, as in 
gtfs, goose (185) ; 

4) rarely the representative of the ON. au (ou), as 
in dra, etc. 

The open pronunciation may be assumed as original 
in cases 2 and 3, but its continuance into the historic 
OE. period cannot be demonstrated. 
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oe. 

in. The two sounds oe and de, which Tare of frequent 
occurrence in the oldest Kentish, and more especially in 
the Ps. and North., are no longer to be found in the 
oldest documents of WS., if we except a few scattered 
oe's (94. note). As substitutes for the two sounds, WS. 
has the delabialized e, e\ 

Note, co is occasionally written for os ; meodren-, feo, beoc, Cod. 
Dipl., for moedren-, fcfe, bdec. 



28. A detailed proof of the twofold pronunciation 
of OE. u cannot be given, although probabilities favor 
this assumption. 

29. Short u occurs without limitation before all con- 
sonants. It corresponds 

1) to West Germ, u (56) ; 

2) occasionally to West Germ, o, especially before 
nasals, as in guma, man (70) ; 

3) it frequently arises from io (i) and eo, in the com- 
binations wio and weo (71; 72). 

30. Long ti has a twofold origin. It is usually 

1) the representative of Germ, ti, as in litis, house (61); 

2) it is due to the loss of a nasal from the combina- 
tion un, as in intiflr, mouth (185 ; cf. also 214. 3, note 2) . 

31. In the older WS. documents, as well as in the 
other dialects, the letter y originally denoted a sound 
resembling the u, or i-umlaut of u. This y we will 
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characterize as stable. Besides this stable y, there occurs 

in later WS. an unstable y, interchanging with i (22). 

Note 1. Not till a comparatively late period does 1 sometimes take 
the place of stable y, first of all in the combination cl for cy, as in 
cining, clnn (or kining, kinn, 207. note 2), scildig, guilty; and 
before palatals, as hige, bicgean, dihtig, genihtsum (99. note). 

Note 2. Unstable y is usually represented by i in the words 
gingra, gind-. 

32. The etymological correspondences of the short y 
are : 

1) Stable y is i-umlaut of u (95) ; 

2) Unstable y stands for (existing or inferrible) ie 
(97 ff.) or io (107; 109). 

33. Long f appears 

1) as stable, — a) the regular i-umlaut of li (96); b) y 
lengthened in consequence of ecthlipsis, as in #st (185. 
2), ltfdis (214. 3); 

2) as unstable when a late substitute for ie, the 
i-umlaut of <Sa and £o (97 ff.). 

Note. Among the unstable ^s may be reckoned the LWS. £ in s£, 
be; hf t they ; fSrf, three, for sfe, hie, ffrie; on the other hand, always 
b£, big, because no bie ever existed. 

2. DIPHTHONGS. 

34. All the OE. diphthongs, ea, eo, io, ie, etc., whether 
short or long, are falling diphthongs, i.e., the stress is to 
be laid upon the former of the two sounds. The dis- 
tinction of quantity is made by increasing the length of 
the whole diphthong in pronunciation ; in other words, 
long £a is not to be understood as ^ -f a or e + a. 

Note. In later times, as the history of English phonology shows, 
there is frequently a displacement of the accent, so that ea, eo becomes 
ea, e6 (ja, j6). The probability of such a displacement in the earlier 
period cannot be demonstrated. 
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ea and eo. 

35. The distinction in the pronunciation of ea and eo 
is presumably less in the second part of the diphthong 
(the a and o) than in the initial sound. In the most 
ancient texts ea is often written (the latter form 
also in later documents), while eo interchanges with io 
almost indiscriminately in the more ancient manuscripts. 
It may therefore be assumed that ea began with an 
open sound, resembling se, but that the first element 
of eo was a close e sound. 

Note. In the later texts ea and as begin to be confounded. Thus 
£alc, eawfsestum, le*as, eahta, instead of ufelc, efewfsestum, lefes, 
sehta; conversely, gl^w for gleaw. This confusion seems to have 
arisen first in the case of vowels followed by w (cf. 250. note 2). Only 
occasionally is ie found for ea in late documents : lfesre, biencoddum, 
for leasre, beancoddum. 

ea. 

36. Short ea is of manifold origin. It is 

1) the so-called breaking of a before certain conso- 
nants, as in earm, eall, eahta (79 ; 80 ; 82) ; or 

2) u-umlaut of a, as in ealu, heaf uc (104) ; or 

3) has arisen from palatal + «e, as in geaf, ceaf, sceal 
(75 ff.). 

37. Long ea is 

1) usually the representative of a Germanic au, as in 
beam, eac (63) ; or 

2) has originated from the contraction of a with o, u, 
as in sl£an, ea (ill) ; or 

3) has been developed from palatal -h a3, as in geafon, 
gear (75. 2) ; less frequently from palatal + a (from 
older ai), as in geasne, scean, sceadau, for and beside 
gsesne, scan, scddan (75. note 3; 76). 
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eo, io. 

38. The two digraphs eo and io frequently occur side 
by side in the older documents ; io afterwards becomes 
more and more infrequent, until it finally disappears, 
eo and io are etymologically of equal value ; on the 
other hand, eo is to be referred to an older e, while io 
grew out of an older i ; yet this distinction is no longer 
to be clearly traced, even in the oldest texts. At 
most, we can only make the general statement that eo 
occurs quite frequently for io from i, but that io is less 
frequently found fo'r the eo which springs from e. 

39. With respect to their origin, short eo, io are 

1) breakings of an older e, i, as in eorffe, leornian 
(liornian) 79 ff. ; or 

2) u- and o-umlauts of the same e, i, as in eofor, 
frioffu (freoffu) 106 ff. ; 109 ; or 

3) have originated from palatal + o, u, as in greoc, 
geong (74; 76). 

Note. In unaccentuated syllables eo, io become ea, as in sciptearo, 
illgtearo, and is subsequently reduced to a, as in sciptara, ifigtara, 
and the frequent audwlata for andwllota. A similar change of io 
to u is illustrated by the comparative neodlucor and the superlative 
atelucost. 

40. Long eo (fo) usually corresponds to 

1) Germ, eu, Goth, iu, as in bfodan, beodan (64) ; or 

it arises 

2) from palatal -f- 6 in geomor (74); or 

3) from the contraction of e, i with guttural vowels, 
as in seon (sfon), see; o"eon (OTfon), thrive, from sehon, 
fffhon (cf. 113 ff.). 
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ie. 

41. The diphthongs ie and ie belong to the charac- 
teristic peculiarities of older West Saxon. At an early 
period their place is usurped by (unstable) i, i, and at 
length by y, f ; these latter then remain characteristic 
of later West Saxon (cf. 22; 31). Besides these forms, 
e, e* now and then occur, though perhaps these are not 
to be regarded as genuine West Saxon. 

In Boeth. we sometimes meet with eo for the ie 
which is umlaut of ea, and with eo for the correspond- 
ing ie, — eoldran, eormffa; geheoran, neotena, etc. 

42. Short ie is 

1) i- or palatal umlaut of ea and eo, as in eald-ieldu, 
weorpan-wierpo" (97 if. ; 101) ; or 

2) a less frequent form of the u- and o-umlauts of i, 
as in siendun, dlessum (107 ; 109) ; or 

3) it has arisen from palatal + e, as in giefan, gielpan 
(75. 3). 

43. Long ie is i-umlaut 

1) of ea, as in heah - hiekst (99) ; or 

2) of eo, as in ceosan - cieso" (100. b). 

Note. For ie in gie, glena, see 74. note 1. 



II. The Vowels of the Unaccented and Slightly 

Accented Syllables. 

44. The number of vowels occurring in these posi- 
tions is in part limited by the absence of long vowels (9), 
in part by the non-occurrence of diphthongs and um- 
lauted vowels. The number is thus reduced to the six 
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following: a, se, e, i, o, u; of these ae and i are 
confined to the older documents, and are afterwards 
uniformly replaced by e. Concerning occasional fluctu- 
ations of the vowels a, o, u, detailed information will 
be given in the paragraphs which treat of inflection ; 
here it is sufficient to say that u is, for the most part, 
older than o, while the latter is older than a. 

Note 1. Under the head of inflections, it will be important to note 
the difference between the e which sprang from se and that which 
sprang from 1, as indicated by forms like the following: &rae, gen. 
dat. acc. sing., and nom. acc. plur. fern., 252 ; tungae, nom. sing, fern., 
276; godnae, acc. sing, masc., 293; saldae, pret. 1st and 3d sing., 354 ; 
domae, dat. sing. ma9c, 238; g6dae, nom. plur. masc, 293; gibaen, 
past part., 366; restaendi, pres. part., 363; ddmaes, gen. sing., 238; 
suilcae, adv., 315. On the other hand, meri, rlgi, nom. acc. sing, 
masc, 262; rici, do., 246; nimis, -id, ind. 2d and 3d sing., 357 ff. ; 
neridae, weak pret., 401, -id, past part., 402, etc. 

Note 2. In later manuscripts the obscure e of an unaccented syl- 
lable is not infrequently replaced by y: hselynd, fsedyr, belocyn, 
wintrys, bityr, for hseleiid, feeder, belocen, wiotres, biter, etc. 



THE RELATION OF THE OLD ENGLISH VOWEL J 
SYSTEM TO THAT OF THE COGNATE I 

LANGUAGES. \ 

A. The Germanic and West Germanic Vowel System. 

45. The vowel system of OE. is a modification of a 
general Germanic system. This general system, while 
it is not accurately preserved in any one of the Germanic 
languages, may yet be reconstructed with tolerable cer- 
tainty by the method of comparison. 

i 
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The Common Germanic system was composed of the 
following sounds : 

Short vowels ... a e, i 2 i 1 [o 2 ] o 1 , u 
Long vowels . . . [ri] 6 2 6 l i 6 u 

ai — 
au eu. 



Diphthongs .... 



To this table the following observations apply : 

1) The distinction between i 2 and i 1 rests upon 
purely etymological grounds, the i which was already 
current in the Indo-European Parent Speech (original i) 
being represented by i \ while the i which was developed 
in Germanic from an older e is here designated as i 2 
(see paragraph 2 below). There may also have been a 
difference in pronunciation. 

2) e and i 2 are equal in etymological value. This 
will be evident when we consider that the e of the 
Indo-European Parent Speech was regularly changed to 
Germanic i: a) when it was immediately followed by 
a nasal + consonant; b) when the next syllable con- 
tained an i or j. This distinction has been more or 
less faithfully preserved in all the various Germanic 
languages, with the exception of the Gothic (which has 
transformed every e into i). Upon a) repose such dis- 
tinctions as that between OE. OS. lielpan, help, and 
bindan, bind; OHG. helfan, bin tan (where Gothic 
has levelled the two, hilpan, bindan) ; upon b) such as 
OE. helpan inf., and hilpff 3d sing. pres. ind. ; OS. 
helpan and hilpid; OHG. helfan and hilfit. 

Note 1. This rule applies only to the e of accented syllables ; in 
unaccented syllables the e seems to have passed uniformly ( ? ) into i. 

3) In like manner, o 1 and u are of equal value, i.e., 
the o 1 results from a modification of older u. This 
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modification took place when the following syllable 
contained an a (= o 2 , see paragraph 4 below) and 
the u was not protected a) by a nasal + consonant, 
or b) by an interposed i, j. Thus, for example, we 
have OHG. gabuntan, OS. gibundan, OE. gebunden, 
bound; but OHG. gaholfan, OS. gibolpan, OE. gehol- 
pen, holpen, according to a); whereas, according to b), 
OS. huggian, OHG. huckcn, OE. (with i-umlaut, 95) 
hycgan, not *hoggian, etc. Here, again, the Gothic 
uniformly has u : bundans, hulpans, hugjan. 

4) By [o 2 ] we have probably to understand an open 
o sound, corresponding to an o of the cognate languages 
outside the Germanic system, and, indeed, originally 
existent in Germanic itself. So far as we are able to 
see, this sound must already have been converted into 
a in all accented syllables as far back as the Common 
Germanic period; cf. such words as Gothic ahtau, 
OHG. OS. abto, OE. eahta (82), with Gr. ofCTco, Lat. 
octo, etc. In unaccented syllables, o was probably found 
before nasals in Primitive OE., as will appear from a 
consideration of its effects upon the vowel of a preced- 
ing syllable (106; 160). 

5) Original a no longer existed in Germanic, since 
Indo-European a had already become 6 (cf. Lat. frater 
with Gothic bro>ar, OE. brdffor, OS. brrfffar, OHG. 
brtfder, bruoder, etc.). Certain secondary a's have, 
however, resulted from lengthening when accompanied 
by the loss of a nasal before h; thus Gothic J>alita, 
OS. tbabta, OHG. dahta, thought, for *}>anhta, from 
Goth. Jmgkjan, etc.; cf. the examples in 67. But as 
this a* is constantly represented in OE. by 6 9 and the 
substitution of o for a in OE. is always conditioned by 
the proximity of a nasal, we are obliged to conclude 
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that these £'s must have been nasalized as late as the 
Germanic period. 

Note 2. That the vowels of Germanic £h, uh (cf. 185), which have 
sprung in a similar way from inn, unh, must also have possessed nasal 
quality, may indeed be presumed, but is not susceptible of direct proof. 

6) For £ 2 and 6 l it might be clearer to substitute se 
and e\ They represent the two sounds which are in- 
deed levelled in Gothic (as well as Kentish and North- 
umbrian) under 6, but are distinguished in ON. OS. as 
& and in OHG. as & and e* (ea, ia), in WS. as sfc and e* ; 
cf. for example, Goth. m£l, time, he>, here, with ON. OS. 
OHG. mtfl, WS. msel, and ON. OS. WS. her, hear, 
hiar, etc. (Kent. Northumbr. m£l, her, 150. 1.) 

7) Parallel with eu there was once a diphthong ei ; 
but the latter, passing through the intermediate stage of 
ii (cf. 45. 2. b) into 1 as early as the Germanic period, 
coincided at length with the pre-Germanic U 

8) The combinations i -f* vowel and j + vowel inter- 
changed with each other in such a manner that the 
former was retained after long radical syllables and after 
suffixes of derivation, while the latter occurred after 
short radical syllables. In a similar manner the Indo- 
European ej -f- vowel has been split into i + vowel and 
j + vowel ; e.g., in present stems like ddmio-, nazjo- 
(from *d<$mejo~, *nazejo-) ; in Goth, dtfmjan, nasjan, 
2d pers. dtimeis, from *domiis ; but nasjis. 

46. Midway between the Germanic and the OE. system 
lies the vowel scheme of the West Germanic, and hence 
it is the latter which must be taken as the nearest point 
of departure in the comparisons which we are called 
upon to make. The latter, however, agrees with the 
Germanic system in every essential particular, except 



Digitized by Google 



20 



PHONOLOGY. 



that the Germanic <5 2 or * (45. 6) seems in every case 
to have undergone a change into a. 

B. The Representatives of the West Germanic Vowels 

in West Saxon. 

47. The transformations which the Germanic vowels 
have undergone in OE. are essentially of a twofold 
character. The mutation of the vowel either takes 
place independently of its environment, or the latter 
exercises a determining influence upon it. Of the first 
kind is, for example, the change of Germ, ai to a, as in 
hatan, be called, compared with Goth, haitan ; or that 
of Germ, au to 6a, as in \6an, tvoges, compared with 
Goth. hum. Of the second kind are phenomena like 
the various umlauts and breakings, mutations of vowels 
by palatals, etc. 

In the following survey we shall include all the 
changes which each Germanic vowel undergoes in OE., 
considering in detail only such changes as take place 
independently of the environment, and reserving for a 
separate subdivision our remarks upon the influence of 
neighboring sounds. 

48. Besides this distinction, it must also be observed 
that the development of vowels in the accented or 
stem-syllables is, in many respects, different from that 
which they undergo in the less strongly accentuated 
medial and final syllables. On this account the vowels 
of these latter syllables are again treated under a 
separate head. 
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I. The Vowels of the Stem, 

I. GENERAL SURVEY OF THE CORRESPONDENCES. 

a. 

49. The normal change of short a is to ae. This takes 
place wherever special circumstances do not prevent: 

1) regularly in an originally closed syllable: daeg, 
day ; braec, broke ; saet, sat ; wses, was ; haef t, captive ; 
naegl, nail; hraefn, raven; cf. Goth, dags, brak, sat, 
etc. (for exceptions see 10). The ae occurs also when 
the syllable, though originally closed, becomes open in 
consequence of secondary development of an e in OE. : 
aecer, acre; f$eger f fair; maegen, main; cf. Goth, akrs, 
fakrs, etc., from the stems akro-, fagro-, magno-. 

2) in an open syllable, often interchanging with a, 
when the following syllable contains an e : aeffele, 
noble; haeleff, hero; f aeder, father ; hlaeden and hladen, 
graefen and graf en, past part, of hladan, lade ; grafan, 
grave. 

Note. This is especially noticeable in the declensions. Masc. and 
neut. nouns, like dseg, day, faet, vat, have gen. daeges, ftetes, dat. daege, 
fsete (240); but an adj. like hwaet, active, lias gen. hwates, instr. 
hwate (294) ; so feminines like sacu, quarrel, gen. dat. acc. saece and 
sace (253). 

60. Germanic a is, however, often represented by an 
a in open syllables, even in West Saxon. This is usually 
the case when the following syllable contains one of the 
vowels, a, o, u; thus daeg has the gen. plur. daga, dat. 
dagum ; and faet the nom. acc. plur. fatu, gen. fata, 
dat. fatum. Of hwaet the dat. sing. masc. is kwatum, 
the weak nom. sing. masc. is hwata ; cf. the inflections 
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of the verb in cases like faran (392), 2d and 3d sing, 
faerest, faeretF, plur. faraff, etc., and words like atol, 
terrible; nacod, naked; sadol, saddle, etc. (but also 
104 ff.). 

Note. A similar effect of the a, o, u of final syllables is produced 
by the i in the second class of weak verbs, since it sprang from an 
original o ; hence we have macian, make, laftian, invite (cf . 414. note 2), 
like the preterits macode, laffode, etc. 

For a before following e, 

51. In a few enclitics older a passes into o (not q) ; 
compare the prepositions of, o/, on, on, Ps. North, ot, at, 
with the adverbial aef-, on (an), aet (the latter form has 
almost supplanted ot in WS.). Here ma}' likewise be 
classed ffone, hwone, etc. (65. note 2). 

This o, however, is in some cases again changed to a. 
The Kent. Gl. have at, an, <Tane ; Cura Past. 85. 16, at- ; 
while an occurs frequently in the Hatton Ms. of the 
latter work, and elsewhere. For ffane, hwane, see also 
337. note 1, and 341. note. 

52. The changes undergone by original a in cases 
not included under the foregoing are as follows : 

1) before nasals it becomes o. (65) ; i-umlaut of the 
latter is e, (89) ; in consequence of the loss of the nasal 
before a surd spirant, o, becomes 6* (86) ; i-umlaut of the 
latter is 6 (de) (94). 

2) it undergoes breaking to ea before r-, 1-, and 
h-combinations, and before final h (79 ff.) ; the i-umlaut 
of this ea is ie, i, y (97 ff.). 

3) it is changed to ea through the influence of a pre- 
ceding palatal (74 ff.) ; and in this case also the i-umlaut 
is ie, i, y (97 ff). 

4) it undergoes u-umlaut to ea (104). 
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5) it becomes ca by contraction with a following 
o, u (ill). 

6) i-umlaut changes it to e. (89) in all cases not in- 
cluded under heads 1-5. 

e. 

53. West Germanic e often remains unchanged: 
helan, conceal; beran, bear; helm, helmet; helpan, 
help; wefan, weave; sprecan, speak; cweffan, say; 
cf. OS. OHG. helan, beran, helm, etc. The occurrence 
of the older e is limited 

1) by its passage into i before nasals (69); 

2) by the breaking to eo, io before r-, 1-, and h-com- 
binationsand before final h (79 ff.); the i-umlaut of this 
eo is then ie, i, y (100) ; 

3) by u-umlaut to eo (106) ; 

4) by the change to ie after palatals (75. 3 ; 76) ; 

5) by lengthening to e\ accompanied by ecthlipsis 

(214. 3) ; 

6) by contraction with guttural vowels, producing eo 
(113) ; 

7) by the change of weo into wo and wu (72). 

i. 

54. West Germanic i often remains 

a) standing for Indo-European i, as in bite, bite; 
wlite, face ; witan, knoiv, pret. wisse ; again, in the 2d 
sing, and the whole plur. hid., as well as in the pret. opt. 
of the strong verbs of the 1st ablaut class, like stige, 
plur. stigrun, opt. stige, plur. stigen (382) ; 

b) as Germanic i from e, 

a) before nasal + consonant, as in the verbs bindan, 
bind, etc. (386) ; blind, blind, etc. ; 
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j3) often before the i, j which originally followed in 
the 2d and 3d sing. pres. ind. of strong verbs of the 
3d, 4th, and 5th ablaut classes, as hilpff, bireff, itetf ; 
likewise in biddan, request; sittan, sit; licgan, lie; 
fficgan, take (391. 3), and in many other words. 

The occurrence of the i is limited 

1) by the breaking to io (eo, ie, y) before r-, 1-, and 
h-combinations, and before final h (79 ff.) ; the i-umlaut 
of these sounds is ie (i, y) (100) ; 

2) by u-umlaut to io (eo, ie, y) (107) ; 

3) by the change of wio to wu (71) ; 

4) by lengthening to i, accompanied by ecthlipsis 
(185 ; 214. 3) ; 

5) by contraction with guttural vowels (114). 

o. 

55. As a rule, West Germanic o is retained: boda, 
messenger; god, God; gold, gold; oxa,ox; word, word. 
It is very common in the past part, of strong verbs of 
the 2d, 3d, and 4th ablaut cla (384 ff.). 

Without any assignable cause an u is found instead 
of o in full, full; wu\f,wolf; fugol, foivl; bucea, buck; 
rust, rust; ufan, above; ufor, higher; ufera, the upper; 
furtTor, further; furffuni, indeed; murnau, mourn; 
gpurnan (also spornan), spurn; spura, spur; murcian. 
murmur; cnucian, knock, etc. 

Moreover, the domain of the West Germanic o is 
regularly contracted 

1) by its passage into u before nasals (70) ; the i-um- 
laut of this u is y (95) ; 

2) by i-umlaut to (oe), e (93). 

Note. For 6, o in broden for brogden, see 214. 3, note 2. 
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u. 

56. West Germ, u often occurs unchanged: burg:, 
town; lust, pleasure; sunu, son; kund, dog, etc.; very 
often in the preterits of strong verbs of the 2d and 3d 
ablaut classes (384 ff.), etc. It passes into o in or-, 
Goth, us-, OHG. ur-, as in orsorgr, careless, or&onc, 
cleverness, Merc, arurh (WS. Kent. 9orh, North. OTerh); 
with these may be compared the late spelling on- for the 
negative prefix un-. Other restrictions of the u are : 

1) the i-umlaut to y (95); 

2) the lengthening to u, accompanied by ecthlipsis 
(185; 214. 3, note 2); the i-umlaut of the latter is f (96); 

3) its conversion into eo, io after palatals (74); the 
i-umlaut of the latter is ie (i, y) (100). 

*. 

57. West Germ. £ is of threefold origin : 

I) Older d, as in the Lat. strata, becomes sfe in WS. 
strset; its i-umlaut is again so, in lsfeden, Latinus 
(LWS. also tfden). 

II) West Germ. a\ from Germ. (Goth.) e (45. 6), regu- 
larly becomes ffe in WS., except when the following 
syllable contains a, o, or u (50), when it remains as a* : 
rsed, counsel; rsedan, advise; slsepan (but sometimes 
slapan), sleep; swses, own; seOFm, breath; sefen, evening; 
and very often in the pret. plur. of the strong verbs of the 
4th and 5th ablaut classes. Examples of the retention of 
a* before a following a, o, u are : m£gas, m£ga, nitfgum, 
from the singular mseg, kinsman ; the dat. plur. sdlum, 
from ssfel, prosperity; ltfcnian, heal, compared with 
lsece, physician, etc. (cf. 240). Analogy not infrequently 
creates forms like msegas, which thus apparently contra- 
vene the rule just stated. In the pret. plur., forms like 
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lagon, wagon, occasionally occur ; these are probably 
the normal forms, and the customary l&gon, waegon, 
may be due to the influence of the optative. 

Note. The e in Alfred, hired, daegred, is probably short. For 
the normal se we occasionally find 6, but not in genuine WS. texts ; 
thus, r£dan, slepan, etc. 

The i-umlaut of this sfe is identical with it (91). On 
the other hand, the occurrence of the se is subject to 
the following limitations : 

1) a is retained before w in sawe, 2d sing. ind. ; 
sawon, plur. ind. ; sawe, sawen, pret. subj. of seon, see 
(Goth. s£hwum, etc. ; OS. sawi, sdwun, etc % ) ; getawe, 
equipment'; tawian, prepare (cf. Goth, t£wa, order) ; 
clawe, claw; and in the foreign word pawa, peacock. 
On the other hand, a seems to stand for ai in the verbs 
blawan, sawan, etc. (62), and perhaps in a few others. 
The i-umlaut of this & is regularly se : lsewan, betray, 
Goth, llwjan. 

2) Before nasals West Germ, a is converted into 6 
(68); the i-umlaut of the latter is de, e" (94). 

3) After a preceding palatal it becomes £a (74 ; 75. 2 ; 76). 

4) Instead of se there occurs an £a in nlah, nigh, 
Goth. n£hw. In this word the £a may have been intro- 
duced in conformity with n6ar, nean, etc., in which the 
£a is the result of contraction. 

Ill) Nasalized Germ, a from an (45. 5) becomes 6* (67); 
the i-umlaut of the latter is oe, 6 (94). 

58. The West Germ. 6 maintains itself in WS. un- 
altered: he>, here; c£n, torch; m£d, meed; W61and, 
n. pr. Here belong also the £'s of the reduplicated 
preterits like h6t, step (395. a). 
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59. Older i occurs almost invariably unchanged: 
hwfl, while ; mfn, mine ; arfn, thine ; sin, his ; wff , wife ; 
rice, kingdom ; cf. also the strong verbs of the 1st ablaut 
class (382). 

The i is only restricted in its occurrence by contrac- 
tion with a following vowel (114), as well as occasional 
shortening and breaking (83. note 1). 

6. 

60. West Germ. 6 remains throughout: boc, book; 
g6d, good; for, journeyed ; sltfg, struck, etc. Its i-umlaut 
is ce, £ (94). 

61. West Germ, li is regularly represented by WS. ti: 
hiis, house; tun, town; brncan, use; lncan, lock; and 
even where the Gothic has au before a following vowel : 
buan, build; trtiwian, trust (Goth, bauan, trauan). 
The i-umlaut of <i is stable f (96). 

ai. 

62. West Germ, ai becomes d: aft, oath; stan, 
stone; hat, hot; sar, wound; hatan, be called; wdt, 
wot; the 1st and 3d pret. sing, of the verbs of the 1st 
ablaut class, as stag (396. c?), etc. The i-umlaut of this 
£ is se (90). 

Note 1. The a in gan, go, may perhaps represent a West Germ. ai. 

Note 2. Individual exceptions are: 6, always, together with its com- 
pounds (6wiht, 6wffer, etc., 346 ff.), for and beside a (Goth, aiw, 
OHG. eo) ; s6rig, instead of the usual sarlg; and we*a, harm (OIIG. 
wewo). With these exceptions, ai(w) passes regularly into a(w) : 
snaw, snow; slaw, slow; sawol, soul; cf. also the verbs blawan, 
end wan, mawan, sawan, wawan (396), where the Goth, has 
sal (j) an, waian (cf. 57. II, 1). 
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an. 

63. The regular equivalent of West Germ, au is 
WS. ea: eac, eke; eaca, increase; beag, ring; keafod, 
head ; geleafa, belief, etc.; the 1st and 3d pret. sing, of 
the verbs of the 2d ablaut class, as ceas (384 ff.) ; like- 
wise before following w, where the Goth, has g*rw, and 
the ON. gg(v): gl£aw, wise; heawan, heic ; hn€aw, 
stingy (cf. Goth, glaggwus, ON. ho^grva, hnQggrr). 
The i-umlaut of ea is fe (f, f) (99). 

en. 

64. West Germ, eu occurs regularly as fo, eo: 
Mod, beod, table ; dfop, deop, deep ; dfor, deor, animal ; 
(Tfod, people; If of, dear; sfoc, sick; in the present forms 
of verbs of the 2d ablaut class, like cfosan, ceosan, etc. 
(384); before w, in cases where the Goth, has iggrw, 
ON. ygg(v): hreowan, rue, gretreow, true, trgowa, faith 
(ON. hryggva, tryggr, etc.) ; finally, in foreign words 
like Deosdedit, Leowfferius, Eodoxe, for Deusdedit, 
Leutherius, Eudoxii. The i-umlaut of io is ie (f, f), 
but the umlaut is often lacking, so that the diphthong 
remains as fo, eo (100). 

Note. Original eu is frequently preserved in the oldest texts : 
ffeuw, leudgeldum. 

2. SURVEY OF THE EFFECTS PRODUCED UPON ACCENTED 
VOWELS BY ADJOINING SOUNDS. 

a) Influence of Nasals. 

65. Germanic a before nasals undergoes change to 
open o. in a prehistoric period of OE. (25. 2). As the 
alphabet has but two characters, a, o, to represent the 
three sounds a, 9, o, there is considerable fluctuation in 
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the Bign for q. The very oldest texts, like the Epinal 
gloss, uniformly employ the a : in aim, man ; brand, 
brand; land, land; hand, hand ; nama, name ; camb, 
comb; gangan, go. In the 9th century o has gained 
the upper hand: mon, brond, lond, bond, noma, 
lomb, gongan (so without exception in the Psalter). 
From this time on the a increases in frequency, and 
finally succeeds in supplanting the o. 

Note 1. This change to q is older than the metathesis of r (179). 
This accounts for the preterits orn, born, originally *ronn, *bronn 
(389). 

Note 2. Peculiar are the accusatives Cone, the, hwone, whom ; the 
instrumental ffon, hwon (337. 1; 341); the adverbs (Tonne, then, 
hwonne, when; the preposition on (not the accented adverb, which 
occurs as on and an). These have uniformly o, which must probably 
be regarded as close o. Only occasionally do the most ancient texts have 
ftanne (somewhat later ffaenne), and it is not till a subsequent period 
that Vane, hwane, appear along with ffsene, hwsene; these are 
perhaps formed by analogy with the datives flam, hwam, and fftem, 
hwfifem, and on that account to be written with a, a?. In later docu- 
ments maenig (m<»nlg) regularly takes the place of mo nig, manig. 

66. When the following nasal is lost before a surd 
spirant, this o. is regularly lengthened to 6 (185) : go's, 
goose; lute, band; <Js-, God; stiff, true; t68T, tooth; dffer, 
other ; stffte, softly ; these stand for *ggns, *h<jns, etc., 
(cf. Goth, hansa, anpar, OHG. gans, sanfto, etc.). 

67. In like manner, OE. 6 corresponds to the Ger- 
manic nasalized a* from an (45.5) in Goth, falian, seize; 
halian, hang; brdhta, brought; palita, thought; )nih6, 
clay; blameworthy; OHG. lihta, persecution; 
zalii, tough ; OE. ftfn, h<5n, brolite, fftikte, Q6 (Epinal 
thohae), w<Sh, tfht, tdh. 

68. Similarly West Germ, a* from Germ. 6 (45. 6; 46), 
is changed before nasals into 6. Thus to Goth. in£na, 
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moon, me*io]?s, month, n^mim, they took, qemun, they 
came, correspond mtfna, mtfnaff, ntfmun, cwomun. To 
the same source must be referred the 6 in stfna, soon; 
spdn, sliver; gedtfn, done; brtfm, broom ; wtfm, wdma, 
uproar ; 6m, rust; ^omor, grief (74). 

Note 1. Here belong the following, which have undergone i-umlaut 
according to 49: cw^n, woman, Goth, q£ns; we'n, hope; gecw^me, 
convenient, OHG. blqu&mi; geteme, suitable, OHG. giz&mi; geddn, 
done (beside ged6n) ; br^me, famous, etc. (cf. the dialectic forms 
cw&n, wsen, gecwcfeme, etc.). OE. 6 is, therefore, on no account to 
be considered identical with Germanic 6. Irregular umlaut of 6 is 
found in benefeman, deprive ; nydnseme, violence. 

Note 2. On LWS. n&mon for nOmon, and cwAmon, see 390. 
note 2. For older s6m-, half, there occurs a later sam-. 

69. West Germanic e before nasals becomes i in the 
verb niman, take, OHG. neman. The same holds of 
the e in foreign words incorporated into the language 
at an early date : gim, gem ; dinor, denarius ; mint, 
mint; pinsian, consider, from Latin gemma, mentha, 
pensare ; cf. also pin, torture, from poena (pronounced 
pena). 

70. West Germanic o before nasals becomes u : cu- 
man, come; grenumen, took; -numa, receiver; wunian, 
dwell; (Timor, thunder; OHG. coman, ginoman, -nomo, 
wontfn, donar. So the o in the early borrowings from 
Latin : munuc, munt, pund, from Latin monachus, 
montem, pondus; with subsequent i-umlaut, mynet, 
mynster, from Latin moneta, monasterium. 

Note. As nasal + consonant had already changed preceding e to i 
and o to u, in the Germanic period (45. 2, 3), the rules of paragraphs 
69, 70, apply only to a simple nasal in the case of native words. 
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b) Influence of w. 

71. The combination wio arising from Germanic wi 
by breaking (79 ff.), or through the agency of u- and 
o-umlaut, usually becomes wu; yet older forms with 
the diphthong io (eo, 38), and even such as have simple 
i, now and then occur : the interjection wuton ; wudu, 
wood; wudu we, widow; swutol, clear; wuce, week ; 
c(w)ucu, living ; wuht, thing (so also ndwuht, n&uht, 
nothing) ; betwuh, betwux, between ; beside wiodu 
(rare and old) ; widuwe, weoduwe ; sweotol ; wice, 
weoce ; cwicu, cwic ; betwih, betweoh, etc. Occasionally 
wo is found : swotol, wolcread, gedwomer. 

72. The combination weo from Germ, we (breaking 
or u-umlaut, 79 ff. ; 106) generally retains its form ; yet 
we frequently find worold, world; worflttgr, street; 
swolotf, heat; geswosterna, sisters; wore, jreworc, 
work; worpan, throw; hworfan, turn, u is frequently 
substituted for this eo in LWS. : swurd, wurffan, 
wurOian, swuster, instead of sweord, sword; weorffan, 
become; weorolan, estimate, prize; sweoster, sister. 
Subsequently the u is replaced by y: swyrd, etc. 
Indeed, it would appear that the later Mss. employ 
wur and wyr almost indiscriminately ; thus u is found 
for stable y in wurmas, wurmread, wurdwrltere, 
wurtrumum, the compounds of wurt, etc.; it likewise 
occurs for unstable y in wurste; weor is even found 
for wur, wyr in weormum, geoweorpa (= iugurtha) ; 
wurc is rare, and apparently very late. 

73. The combinations aw, ew, and iw originally gen- 
erated a u between the vowel and the w ; the auw and 
euw thus formed then passed regularly into 6a w, eow: 
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teawe, few, Goth, f awai ; cn^owes, treowes, Clowes, 

etc., gen. sing, of cneo, knee, treo, free, flteo, servant (137), 

OHG. knewes, etc. ; hiew, the umlauted form of hfow, 

etc. On the other hand, the e is preserved in the part. 

gesewen, seen (391. note 5). 

Note. The Gothic mawilo, girl, is represented by OE. mlowle ; 
Germ. *awi, ewe, OE. ^owu, ewe; eowde (cf. £owod, herd, eouuis- 
tras, e'owestre, sheep/old, Goth, awistr). This seems to indicate that 
the introduction of the u took place after the appearance of the 
i-umlaut, so that m^owle stands for *mewil6, etc. 

c) Palatal Influence. 

74. The palatal semi-vowel j (175), when beginning 
a word, unites with the vowels a (ae) and o to form 
gea, geo (gio) : gea, yea; g£ar, year; gioc, geoc, yoke; 
geomor, grief. The combination ju sometimes remains 
unchanged: hi, formerly ; iung, gung, young; iuguff, 
gugu<y, youth (cf. Goth, ju, juggs). But its place is 
usually taken by geo, gio: geo; geong, giong; geogufir, 
giogutF. (For giocffa, etc., see 100. a.) 

Note, e after j seems to become ie (i, y, 22) in giet, gieta, yet, 
bnt the etymology of the word is not certain, and it may belong under 
75. 3. The same is true of gen, gien ; gena, giena, still. There is no 
doubt that we have an older J in the pers. pron. g^, side by side with 
occasional gie (332). 

75. The palatals g, 6, and sc* (206) have a similar 
effect. These change ae, «e (= Germ, 6, 57. II), and e, 
into ea, £a, and ie (22 ff.) : 

l) se to ea : geaf , gave ; geat, obtained ; geat, gate ; 
geatwe, trappings ; ceaf , chaff; ceaflas, jaws ; ceaster, 
town; seeal, shall; sceaft, shaft; seeat, treasure, for 
*gaef, *gaet, etc. (cf. Goth, gaf, gat, etc.). Similarly, 
with i-umlaut (98), giest (gyst, gist, guest), for and 
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beside gsest, Goth, gasts (i-stem) ; ciefes, concubine ; 
scieppan, create (Goth, skapjan, etc.). 

Note 1. Whether the ie of giest arises from umlau^d e in *ge*tl, 
from *gasti, according to 75. 3, or whether it is an umlaut of *geastl, 
for * gsesti, must be left undecided. 

Note 2. Contrary to the rule, gee maintains itself in gaedeling, 
companion ; aetgaedere, togaedere, together ; and in foreign words like 
caef ester, capistrum, ceeppe, cappa, etc. Of course also in gaera, grass, 
for gT80s (179). » 

2) se to 6a: glafon, gave; g^aglas, jaws; glaton, 
obtained; sc£ap, sheep; for *gsefon, gseglas, gseton, 
sc&p (Goth, glbum, etc.). 

Note 3. fib from ai (62; 90) remains for the most part unaltered: 
gaest, along with gast, spirit; gsed, lack; grclsa, luxury; caeg, key. 
The umlaut form c^se (ciese) is to be referred to a hypothetical c^ase. 
from *cfibse, and this from Latin caseus. 

3) e to ie (y, i) : glefan, give ; gen. dat. sing, giefe, 
gift; gietan, obtain; gield, offering; gieldan, yield; 
giellan, yell; gielp, boasting; gielpan, boast; gied, song; 
scield, shield ; besides gif an, gyf an, etc. 

4) e. to ie (y, i) : scieppan, create ; sciendan, disgrace. 
On the other hand, sce&ftan (scseff&an) never exhibits 
palatal umlaut, though y is found in scytHTan, scyffeff. 

Note 4. In certain LWS. texts the palatals c, g, etc., change a 
following ea to e, and a following 6& to 6: acerf, cut off; celf, calf; 
c£pmonn, merchant; g4t, poured; gecea, chose; sc4t, shot. This takes 
place also when the ea (4a) is due to palatal influence : cef, chaff; 
forgef, forgive; beget, obtained; get, gate; seep, sheep; underge'ton, 
understood; ger, year; onge'n, against (from *ongeagn, for *onga»gn, 
according to 214. 3). Tliis change is already to be noted in the Hat- 
ton Ms. of the Cura. Past. : t6ge*nes, onge'n, gescedwise ; the 
Cotton Ms. always retains ea,. 

Note 5. The e occasionally holds its ground : gellan, gelp, geld, 
sceran, etc. 
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Other vowels undergo no change after g and c: 
galan, sing; gongan, gangan, go; gast, spirit; god, 
God; g6d,good; guma, man; gaic?, battle, etc. 

76. Before a, o, (u), sc is sometimes a guttural, but 
not infrequently a palatal ; cf. scadan, separate; scacan, 
sctfc, scaecen, shake (392); scamu (scomu), shame; sctfp, 
poet, with sc£adan, sceaean, sce*oc, sceacen, sceamu 
(sceomu), sc£op. The pret. sceolde, should (423), inf. 
sceolan, pres. plur. sceolon, are the usual forms, though 
scolde, sculan, sculon, are occasionally found, eu is 
very rare : sceucca for scucca, demon. 

After suffixes of derivation, medial see for sc occurs 
before guttural vowels in LWS. ; examples are m^nne- 
scea, Egiptiscea, Nazar^niscea, Ebrgisceo, Gr^cisceo, 
Wyliscea. 

d) The Breakings. 

77. Breaking, according to Grimm, may be denned 
as the change of a short e to eo, and that of a short 
a to ea. We propose to frame a more accurate defini- 
tion by restricting the name to such of the changes as 
take place solely through the influence of following 
consonants (for ea, eo as u- and o-umlauts, see 104 If. ; 
for ea, eo from palatal + a, o, u, see 74 ff.). 

78. Breaking is older than the u-umlaut, since it 
already prevails in the Epinal glosses, which exhibit 
but few traces of u-umlaut. That it is likewise older 
than the i-umlaut is rendered probable by the fact that 
the broken ea, eo undergo regular umlaut to ie, i, y 
(97 £f.). 

The varieties of breaking in WS. are the following:: 
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1) Before r + consonant. 

79. l) Before r 4- consonant West Germ, c passes into 
eo, io ; and Germ, a, under the same circumstances, 
into ea. 

a) steorra, star; heorte, heart ; eorffe, earth; weor- 
pan, throw, = Goth, stairra, hairtf, airpa, wairpaii, 
OS. sterro, herta, ertha, werpan, etc. 

b) WS. earm, arm; wearp, threw; wearff, became, 
= Goth, arms, warp, warj>. 

Note 1. The breaking remains even when the second consonant 
is lost : feorh, life ; ffweorh, across ; mearta, horse, gen. feores, 
ffweores, meares. 

Notk 2. On the other hand, breaking does not occur in the umlaut 
forms sernan, run ; beernan, burn ; hscrfest, harvest ; nor in berstan, 
burst ; overscan, thresh ; ferae, fresh ; gjers, grass ; b»rst, burst, and a 
few others like them, because in these cases the r -f consonant is the 
result of metathesis (179). For arn (orn), barn (born), see 65. 
note 1 ; 389. But, notwithstanding the metathesis, we have beornan 
(byrnan), burn, and iernan (yrnan), run, = Goth, brlnnan, rlnnan 
(sec under 2 below). 

2) West Germ, i was likewise broken to io, eo ; but 
as West Germ, i only appeal's before r -f- consonant in 
cases where i, j formerly followed this combination (45. 2), 
WS. io, eo is umlauted, as in hierde (Goth, hairdeis), 
etc. (see 100, but also note 2 above). 

2) Before 1 -f- consonant. 

80. West Germ, a before 1 4- consonant is usually 
changed to ea, but a is often retained, especially in the 
older documents : feallan, fall; eald,old; healf, half 
along with fallan, aid, halp (perhaps more precisely 
fallan, aid, halp, according to 124. 3; see also note 3), 
== Goth, fallan, etc. 
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Note 1. For forms like Wealh - Weales, Welshman, see 242; for 
their i-umlaut, 98. 

Note 2. Breaking takes place before 11 only when the latter is of 
Germanic origin, as in feallan, fail; eall, all; weallan, boil, with 
1-umlaut flell, fyll, fall, etc. (99). Before the II from Germanic 1} 
(228), on the other hand, we have always »•*., the i-umlaut of the 
unchanged a, — hell, hell ; tellan, tell; the only exception is siellan, 
syllan (CP. only sellan, North, sealla), give (for * seaman), Goth, 
saljan. Breaking is not found in foreign words borrowed by LWS. : 
pwll, pallium. 

9 

81. West Germ, e undergoes breaking to eo, io, only 
before lh, lc: seolh, gen. seoles, seal; eolh, elk; feolan, 
command (from *feolhan, see 218); aseolcan, languish; 
meolcan, milk (387); exceptionally in heolfor, gore, and 
in seolf, self, beside sielf, sylf (with palatal umlaut, 
101. note 2), and unchanged self (this form exclusively 
found in CP.). In other cases e before 1 + consonant 
is retained: swellan, swell; helm, helmet; helpan, help; 
sweltan, die, etc. 

Note. Whether the eo's in reduplicated preterits like weoll, heold, 
etc. (396), are to be regarded as the results of breaking, or as origin- 
ally long, remains uncertain. For forms like geolca, heolca, etc., 
from geoleca, heoleca, originally geoluca, heoluca, see 106. 1. 

3) Before b. 

82. Before b + consonant (x = lis, 221. 2), and before 
the h which terminates a syllable, Germanic a is broken 
to ea: geneabbe, abundant; eahta, eight; meabte, 
could; meaht, might; neabt, night; feax, hair; weaxan, 
grow; also hliekhan, klykhan, laugh (with i-umlaut, 99); 
cf. Goth, ahtau, mabta, mahts, nahts, fabs, wabsjan, 
blabjan; WS. gefeab, seab, pret. sing, of gef£on, 
rejoice, s£on, see (391. note 3). 

Note. For mint, nlht, etc., instead of meaht, neaht, see 98. note. 
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83. Under the same conditions as in the foregoing 
paragraph, Germanic e was originally broken to eo, 
though but few forms have been preserved with an in- 
variable eo: teoh, order; teohhian, arrange ; feohtan, 
imp. gefeoh, seoh (367 ; 391. note 3); so probably feoh, 
cattle; eoh, horse. In other words older eo is quite 
rare, e.g., seox, six; reoht, right; cneoht, boy. The 
result is usually disguised by palatal umlaut (101). 

Note 1. Even older 1 is subject to this breaking : meox, ordure 
(Goth, maihstus) ; Plohtas, Peohtas, Picts; Wloht, the Isle of Wight; 
and in proper names like Wiohth6n, Wiohtgar, etc., besides occa- 
sional Plhtas, Wiht, etc. So also leoht, light, with previous shorten- 
ing of i to 1. On the contrary, the WS. imperatives teoh, ffeoh, 
wi^oh, from the contract verbs tlon, ff6on, wrtfon (383), probably 
owe their eo to the analogy of the contract forms (Ps. North. t£h, etc.). 

Note 2. Breaking is sometimes even caused by the x arising from 
bc by metathesis : betweox, between, but sometimes betwlx. 

4) Other Breakings. 

84. There are likewise isolated occurrences of other 
breakings? as in eom, am, Goth, im (427), and in heom, 
dat. plur. of the pronoun he* (334). These cases admit, 
however, of another explanation (Paul, Beitr. VI, 64 if.). 

e) The Umlauts. 

85. Umlaut, in Germanic grammar, denotes those 
mutations of an accented vowel which are caused by a 
vowel or semi-vowel (j, w) of the following syllable. 
There is, therefore, a division into a-umlaut, i-umlaut, 
u-umlaut, etc., according to the sound by which the 
umlaut is produced. Moreover, the palatal consonants 
of OE. exercise a similar influence upon the accented 
vowels which precede them to that which is produced 



Digitized by 



PHONOLOGY. 



by an i or j. We therefore add to the number of 
umlauts already mentioned the palatal umlaut, which 
is peculiar to OE. 

86. The mutations of a basic vowel by umlaut are 
of two kinds in OE. They consist either in a partial 
assimilation of the basic vowel to the following sound, 
or in the development of the basic vowel into a diph- 
thong. The former is the case with the i-umlaut, — for 
example, here, army, older heri, from hari, — and like- 
wise with the palatal umlaut (101) ; the latter is the 
case with the u- and o-umlaut, as in ealu, ale, from 
* alu, or eof ur, boar, from * ef ur. 

Note. Grimm regarded the second kind of umlaut as a subordinate 
species of breaking ; but it seems better to confine the term "breaking " 
to the phenomena comprised under 77, and to speak of u- and o-umlaut 
as well as of i-umlaut. 

87. As regards the relative age of the various umlauts, 
it is probable that the i-umlaut is the oldest of all. It 
succeeds breaking in order of time, but precedes the 
u-umlaut, since it already prevails in documents which 
exhibit but scanty traces of u-umlaut (78). The palatal 
umlaut seems to be the most recent of the number ; its 
influence scarcely extends backward beyond historic 
times. Nevertheless, it is here assigned to a place im- 
mediately after the i-umlaut, since by nature it is related 
to the latter. 

1) The i-umlaut. 

88. The cause of i-umlaut is an I or j which origi- 
nally followed the accented syllable, it being a matter 
of indifference whether the i already existed in Indo- 
European, or whether it was transformed in the Ger- 
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manic period from older e or ei (45. 2, 7). As the 
language underwent further development, the sounds 
which produced umlaut either grew unrecognizable, by 
weakening to e (44), or were entirely lost (177). Hence 
the causes of this umlaut can, in the majority of cases, 
only be determined by a comparison with the cognate 
languages, which, in the preservation of the i, j, represent 
an older stage than OE. 

89. The i-umlaut of the short 86, as well as of the 
older, unchanged a, is herigan, glorify; nerigan, 
save; here, army; teUan, count; settan, set ; weccan, 
awaken; lecgan, lay, = Goth, hazjan, nasjan, liar j is, 
sat j an, wakjan, lagjan, etc. 

A similar $ also occurs regularly as the umlaut of the 
a before nasals, which, as we have seen, interchanges 
with o. (65) : fremman, frame; men(n), men; gentian, 
send; strengra, stronger ; drencan, drench, from the 
stems from, forwards; m^n, man; string, strong ; 
drone, drank, etc. That this e. is not identical with the 
umlaut of ae (a), and was therefore pronounced differ- 
ently, is rendered evident by the fact that it does not 
undergo palatalization by a preceding c or g: cemes, 
cemban, cempa, cennan, Cent, -genga, etc. (cf. 75. 4). 

Note, sernan, run, bee man, burn (causative), = Goth, brannjan (cf. 
179), regularly have ae; so likewise (ge)daeftan, make ready ; haeftan, 
confine; faestan, fasten; maestan, fatten ; hlaestan, load; laeccean, 
seize; smaeccean, taste; haele, hseleff, man; haerfest, harvest; ge- 
maecca, comrade ; saecc, strife ; but gerestan, rest ; hne^ce, soft, etc. 

This ae also occurs sporadically in other words,— thus in saecgan, 
say ; staepe (st$pe), step; steeppan, st^ppan, walk; ael-, el-, kindred 
with Gothic aljis, other (e.g. in aelffeodig, elfflodlg, foreign) ; and be- 
fore nasals : saendan, ffaencan, aengel, maenn, etc. 
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90. The i-umlaut of OE. * (from ai and d, 62 and 57) 
is sfe : hal, whole, h&lan, heal ; lar, lore, lseran, teach ; 
an, one, senig, any ; dgfel, deal, hsfel, omen (i-stems). So 
also gan, go, 2d 3d sing, g&st, gsfeff (430) ; lsewan, 
betray, Goth, lewjaii. 

Note. Some words fluctuate in regard to the use of umlaut forms : 
hrfiw and hreew, corpse ; hl&w and hlfibw, funeral-mound. It is not 
easy to discover the reason for umlaut in msest, most; flsfcsc, Jlesk. 
In doubtful cases, umlaut points to original i-stems, as in sfife, sea; 
fk, gfew, /aw, etc. P 

91. The i-umlaut of WS. se, = Germ. (Goth.) 6 (57. II), 
is likewise se: lafece, feecA, Goth. USkeis; cbfed, rfierf, 
Goth, d^ds (i-stem) ; msfcre, famous (jo-stem). 

Note. Goth, mlkeis, sword, is always me'ce in WS., although the 
OS. form is m&ki. For other #s which are only apparently identical 
with Goth. 6, see 6a note 1. No instances of the i-umlaut of Germ. 
(Goth.) e* = OE. e* (58) are known to exist. 

92. A true OE. i-umlaut of e does not exist, as every 
Germanic c, when followed by i, j, had already become 
i (45. 2). The interchange of e and i in groups like 
etan, itest, iteff (Goth, itan, itis, itij?) ; helpan, hilpest, 
hilpff ; OE. regn, rain, rignan, rfnan, rain (for rign- 
jan), etc., belongs to a period antecedent to that of OE. 

* 

93. The i-umlaut of o is 

1) e in morgen and mergen, morrow; dohtor, dat. 
sing, dehter, daughter; efes (OHG. obasa, Goth, 
ubizwa) ; oxa, nom. acc. plur. exen (277. note 1) ; so 
likewise in ele, oil, from Lat. oleum ; cel(l)endre, Lat. 
coriandrum. 

2) usually y: gold, gold, gylden, golden; hold, 
gracious, hyldo, grace; forht, timid, fyrhtu, fear; 
gnorn (a-stem) and gnyrn (i-stem), grief, etc. 
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Note. This y is not the direct umlaut of OE. o, but of an ante- 
cedent u which (45. 3) existed already in rrimitive Germanic in place 
of o before following 1, j ; cf., for example, OS. gold, guldin ; hold, 
huldl, etc. In the examples under 1, where we have the true umlaut 
of o, the o was transferred, before the occurrence of the i-umlaut, from 
the cases where the latter is absent to those where it was subsequently 
found. Where this explanation does not hold, the o, as in the case of 
ele, belongs to a foreign word. 

94. The i-umlaut of 6 is 4 : 

a) older 6 (60) : ddm, doom, d£man, deem ; boc, 
book, b£c plur. ; stfhte, sought , g£can, inf. ; gle^l, gleed, 
sp6d, speed (i-stems) ; f 

b) 6 before nasals from West Germ, d, Germ. 6 (see 
68. note 1) ; 

c) 6 from older 911, an (66) : gds, goose, plur. g£s ; 
stffte, softly, adv., s^fte, adj. ; i6n, 'catch, flhst, feliff, 
2d and 3d sing. ; 6ht, persecution, Ihtan, persecute. 

Note. In the oldest texts ce is found, though but very seldom, in 
place of 6 : oeffel, <Sffel, Cura Past. 2. 7 ; dee, ib. 8. 2, for the regular d6. 

95. The i-umlaut of u is y: wulle, wool, wyllen, 
woollen; gesund, sound, gesynto, soundness; hungor, 
hunger, hyngran, hunger; burg, city, byr(i)g (284), etc. 

Note. The instances of y from u are very numerous, but only a 
few ;>airs of words with u and y can be adduced, since Prim. Germ, u 
scarcely ever occurred except before nasal + consonant and before 1, J 
(45. 3), and therefore must of necessity have undergone umlaut in 
almost every instance. 

96. The i-umlaut of o is f : 

a) older u : brtican, use, br^eff 3d sing. ; tiin, hedge, 
ont^nan, open ; br^d, bride (i-stem) ; • 

b) u from un (185.1): fus, ready, tysan, hasten; 
ctktf, known, cftfan, make known; ftf, wave (ja-stem), 
etc. 
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Diphthongs, 

97. In the older texts the i-umlaut of ea and 6a is 
usually ie and le, and afterward the sound designated 
by unstable i (22) ; the latter is often represented by-i 
(as well as ie), and in a still later period more usually 
by y. In the tenth and eleventh centuries the y pre- 
dominates, except in cases where there seems to have 
been an actual change to the pure i-sound. The sound 
is occasionally represented by simple e (short and long) . 

98. Examples of ea: 

a) broken ea (79 ff.) : earm, poor, ierm&u, misery, 
ierming, tvretch ; eald, old, ieldra comp., ieldesta 
superl., ieldu, age ; weallan, boil, wielff 3d sing., wielm, 
surge (i-stem) ; Wealh, Welshman, wielisc, foreign ; 
weaxan, grow, wiexff 3d sing, (so likewise sliebff, 
frwiebflf, from sl£an, smite, 9w6an, wash); bliebban, 
laugh (Goth, blabjan) ; slieht, battle (i-stem). 

b) ea after palatals (74 ff.) : scieppan, create (Goth, 
skapjan); ciefes, concubine (OHG. kebisa) ; giest, 
guest (i-stem). 

The later forms of these words are irmffu, inning, 
ildra, ildesta, ildu, wilff, wilm, wilisc, wix<T, slibff, 
9wih9, hlihhan, sliht, scippan, cifes, gist; still 
later are yrmffu, yldra, wylm, wylisc, blybban, slyht, 
scyppan, cyfes, gryst, etc. More rarely occur forms like 
eldra, welm, wergan, etc. 

Note. In mUit, might, and niht, night (284), the I is tolerably 
stable; so also in the unaccented scipe, -ship (263), -sciepe being 
exceedingly rare. 

99. Examples of £a : beab, high, bfehra comp., bfehst 
superl. ; lilawan, hew, hiewtF 3d sing. ; n£at, animal, 
nieten dimin. ; IxSacen, beacon, biecnan, beckon; geteafa, 
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belief, gelfefan, believe ; hferan, hear; nfed, need; Meg, 
Jlame (i-stems), etc. ; afterward hfhra, lifhst, nften, 
Irfcnan, gelifan, hiran, nfd, Ug, and by lira, lrfhst, 
n^ten, gel^fan, h^ran, nfd ; more rarely lilhra, ulten, 
gel£fan, he>an, etc. 

Note. Before c and g the y is but seldom written, and, as a rule, 
the 1 subsequently remains constant : lean, increase ; smlcan, smoke ; 
Hg, flame; liget(u), lightning ; ig, iglQiid, island ; cigan, call (the two 
latter from *auja, *kaujan) ; sometimes l6g, llgttu, eglQnd, cegan ; 
always stregan, strew (Goth, straujan), and r6c, reek: 

For this fg there sometimes occurs the combination Igg (24. note) : 
ligge, flame, dat. sing.; gecigged, part.; igge, dat. sing., etc. 

100. The i-umlaut of eo and 6o is exactly the same 
as that of ea and 6a, being represented by ie, i, y, and 
ie, 1, f, rarely e, 6 ; it is, however, to be observed that 
the umlaut of eo is comparatively infrequent. 

a) Examples of eo: feorr, far, dfierran, remove; 
weorpan, throw, wierpff 3d sing. ; weorff, worth, subst., 
wierffe adj. ; weorc, work, wiercan, toil ; ierre, anger, 
angry, hierde, herdsman (jo-stems) ; fierst, time (i-stem, 
with metathesis, 179) ; afterward &firran, wirpo", wirffe, 
wircan, irre, hirde, first, and dfyrran, wyrpff, wyrffe, 
wyrcan, fyrst ; rarely wercan, etc. (cf. also gioeffa, giec- 
ara, gictfa, prurigo ; gycenis, do. ; OS. jukido, and 74). 

Note 1. Forms without umlaut, like eorre, heorde, are less fre- 
quent, and perhaps not genuine West Saxon. 

Note 2. Before h + consonant the variant y is rarely met with : 
leoht, light, Uehtan, lihtan, lighten ; wrlexlan, wrixlan, exchange ; 
cf. also llxan, illuminate, for *leohsjan, with early shortening of the 
4o (Goth. *liuhsjan). But note the exceptions wiht and wyht, thing 
(I-stem), rlhtan and ryhtan, direct, probably on account of the w 
and r ; and gesiehflf, gesihff, gesyhflF, countenance, because in this word 
h and 9 were not originally conjoined (suffix -ff, from -IJ>a, 255. 3). 

So from geong, young (74), is formed the comp. gi(e)ngra, superl. 
gi(e)ngest, not gyngra, etc., presumably on account of the initial g. 
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b) Examples of 60 : ceosan, choose, ciesTF 3d sing. ; 
hreowan, rue, hrfewff 3d sing. ; 16oht, light, Hehtan, 
illuminate; gestr&m, possession, strfenan, obtain; treow, 
faith, getrlewe, faithful; (Hestre, gloomy; later cfsff, 
hrlw<T, lflitan, strfnan, getriwe, fffstre, and cfatf, 
lir^wff, tyktan, strfnan, getriwe, fjtystre; but fre- 
quently str^onan, getr^owe, flteostre, etc. ; ledran, go, 
never takes umlaut, and the same is generally true of 
steoran, steer (in LWS., 403 ff.), unless this form should 
prove to belong to some other dialect. 

Note. In EWS., forms without umlaut are not at all common. 



101. The palatal umlaut is of only secondary import- 
ance in WS., but its sphere is more extended in the 
other dialects (161). Its chief influence in WS. con- 
sists in the conversion into ie of the eo, io which was 
caused by the breaking of e before an originally gut- 
tural h ■+■ consonant (83), this ie afterwards passing 
into i and y (cf. 22; 100). Thus the older reoht, right, 
cneoht, servant, seox, six, *wreoxl, change, become 
rieht, cnieht, siex, wriexl, and finally, riht, cniht, six, 
wrixl, or ryht, syx (but hardly cnyht, wryxl). In a 
similar manfier ea, 6a, are converted into e, e\ before 
h, x, g, and c, the phenomena being of rare occurrence 
until LWS. Examples of the latter change are : 

a) before h, x : wexan, grow ; tfweh, wash, imp. ; 
geffeht, thought; ehteoffa, eighth; hlehter, laughter; 
lehtrian, accuse ; genehhe, sufficient ; seh, saw ; sleh, 
slew; exl, shoulder; fex, hair; flex, flax; sex, knife; 
wex, wax, sb. ; ten, drew; p£h, though; n6lk,nigh; n6hsta 
(n^xsta), next; hghsta, highest 



2) The Palatal Umlaut. 
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b) before g? : 4ge, eye ; h6gr, high ; f orbeli, avoided. 

c) before c : c£c, cheek ; b£cn, beacon ; getec, locked ; 
to* £can, besides. 

Less clear, though probably due to palatal influence, 
are the forms mihte, could (earlier meant©), and mint, 
might; mihtig, mighty ; niht, nighty to be compared with 
meaht, meahtig, neaht (ie is rare in these cases). 

Notb 1. For other similar effects of g, c, cf. 106-109. 

Note 2. Upon a change from guttural to palatal I may perhaps 
depend the variation of the vowel in seolf, eielf, sylf, self, self (81). 

3) The u- and o^umlaut. 

102. Before a following u or original o a West Germ, 
a may be changed in OE. to ea, etoco, i to io ; but 
the influence of this umlaut is limited, especially in 
West Saxon. Again, the effect of the u is more ex- 
tended than that of the o, for which reason we consider 
the two separately. The u and o which have given rise 
to umlaut have not always retained their original form 
throughout historic times : u has frequently passed into 
o, particularly in derivative suffixes, while older d has 
uniformly become a, older 6 being represented now by 
o and now by a (more rarely u). As a rule, u- and 
o-umlaut penetrate only through a single consonant. 
Individual exceptions to this rule are noted below. 

a) The u-umlaut. 

103. Besides being produced by the n of the n-stems 
(270 ff.), the u of the nom. sing. fern, and of the nom. 
acc. plur. of short-stemmed neuters (252; 238), and the 
w of the suffixes -wo, -wa\ the u-umlaut may also be 
occasioned by the suffixes -oc, -od, -ot, -off, -or, -ol, -on, 
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-urn, standing for older -uc, -ud, -ut, etc. (the latter 
endings, though for the most part pre-historic, being 
occasionally found in the manuscripts). 

104. a to ea. This umlaut is tolerably rare. Perhaps 
only the following words have ea with entire uniformity : 
ealu, ale; eafoff, strength; beaffu-, battle; beadu, gen. 
beadwe (259), battle, ea is usual in eafora, posterity , 
heafola, head, but rare in the following words : beafoc, 
hawk; dearoff, arrow; ealoiflF, ale; wearoUT, shore; 
eatol, terrible. 

Note. In cearu, care; gearu, ready; geador, together; sceaffu, 
shadow; geatwe, arms, etc., the tolerably constant ea may in part be 
ascribed to the palatal c, g (74 ff.). In fealu, tawny; bealu, evil; 
beam, grove ; nearn, narrow ; searu, armor, gen. fealwes, bearwes, 
etc., the ea is perhaps to be regarded as breaking (79 ff.). 

105. In case-forms containing u in the inflectional 
suffix, WS. ea is decidedly infrequent, as in haef, ocean, 
nom. plur. beafu, -o; almost without exception we 
have bladu, gladu, wadu, baffu, pa<?u, sta&u, fatu, 
bwatu, scrafu, trafu, salu, walu, dat. plur. ftladum, 
etc., from blaed, blade, glsed, glad, etc. In gesceapu, 
destiny, geatu, gates (sing, geat), the ea is due to palatal 
influence (74 ff.). 

ea is never found before palatals, hence magu, bagu, 
lagu, nacod, racu, sacu, ffracu, wacu, wracu, and 
never * meagu, etc. 

106. 1) e to eo is tolerably frequent, and may be 
assumed as a normal change: beoru, sword; weorod, 
people; weorold, world; beorot, hart; sweoloff, flame ; 
geol(e)ea, yolk; eofor, boar; eofot, guilt; geofon, ocean; 
beofon, heaven; seofon, seven; meodu, mead; meo- 
dume, moderate; meotod, God; yet e is sometimes 
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retained, especially before dentals: medu, medume, 
metod, werod, hefon, etc. 

2) u-umlaut is regularly wanting before the palatals 
c, g: brego, ruler; regol, rule; recone, quickly (yet 
occasionally reogol, and once breogo, Andr. 305). 

3) eo is likewise avoided in words to which an inflec- 
tional u is attached: speru, gebedu, gemetu, gesetu, 
gebrecu, from spere, spear; gebed, prayer; gemet, 
measure; geset, dwelling ; gebrec, crash; yet such words 
have now and then umlaut, as geseotu, gewiofu (from 
gewef, web). 

Note. Here belongs also the stereotyped form feola, much, fre- 
quently feala (with unexplained ea), but also fela, the latter being the 
most usual form. The variable vowel of the stem must be explained 
by the original variation of the vowel in the inflectional syllable, cf. 
Goth, fllu, filaus, etc. 

107. l) i to io is common in older WS. : siolufr, 
siolfur, silver (Goth, silubr) ; mioluc, milk (Goth, 
miluks) ; wioloc, whelk; sioloc, silk; sionoff, synod; 
swiotol, manifest ; siodu, custom ; frioffu, peace ; then 
in inflected words like clif, cliofu, -um, cliff; hliar, 
hlio&u(m), declivity; lim, liomu(m), limb; also before 
two consonants, as in siondun, are; ffiossum, this. Only 
before gutturals is the io very rare : siogor, victory ; 
-tiogoffa, -tieth (in ffrftiogoffa, thirtieth, etc.) ; swiocol, 
deceptive. 

2) eo also occurs as an equivalent of io, persisting 
in some words down to the LWS. period: seolfor, 
meolc, seolc, freo&u, hleoffu, etc. In such cases ie also 
occurs, particularly before two consonants, siendun, 
friessum, subsequently replaced by the i, y, into winch 
the ie develops: sindun, ffissum, silofr, wiloc, along 
with syndun, 9yssum, sylofr, wyloc, etc. Before pala- 
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tals i occurs uniformly whenever io (eo) is not pre- 
served: sigor, victory; -tigoffa, -tieth; nicor, sea monster; 
sticol, prickly; swicol, deceptive. 

Note 1. Analogy frequently effaces the distinctions between inflec- 
tional forms which have and those which have not umlaut : clif, clifu ; 
hliff, hliflu, not *clyfu, *hlyffu ; thus, among the verbs, ridun, gripun, 
etc., in accordance with ride, gripe (2d sing. ind. and entire opt.), but 
not *rydun, *grypun, notwithstanding the old riodun, griopun, 
which are sporadically retained. 

Note 2. Ps. North, have mile, and widwe, widua, in place of the 
WS. wuduwe from wioduwe (71). 

0) The o-umlaut. 

108. The o which produces this umlaut, and which 
has for the most part become a in OE., usually belongs 
to final or derivative syllables, and often interchanges 
with other vowels, particularly e, i, in the inflection of 
the same word. The variation of the stem-vowel thus 
caused in the different cases, etc., of the same word, was 
very frequently obscured in OE. by the operation of 
analogy, the umlaut vowels being generally levelled 
under those which had remained unaffected. There is 
consequently more difficulty in establishing rules for 
the o-umlaut than for the u-umlaut. 

109. The West Germ, a suffers no o-umlaut in WS. 
(cf. 50 ; sceaffa, robber, belongs under 76) ; older e and i, 
on the contrary, exhibit frequent traces of it. 

a) Umlaut of e manifests itself in a few weak nouns 
like weola, riches, seofa, mind, ceole, throat, alongside 
of wela, sefa; isolated in geostran, yesterday (beside 
giestran, gistran, gystran, according to 75. 3) ; very 
rarely in forms of the verb, like inf. beoran, part, 
beorende, etc. 
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b) Umlaut of i to io, eo is more frequent, especially 
in weak verbs of the d-class: tiolian, aim ; bewiotian, 
perform; cliopian, call; hlionian, lean, etc.; but also 
tilian, bewitian, clipian, hlinian ; then in weak nouns 
like swiora, swira, neck; Qndleofa, blgleofa, food; 
wiota, wita, counsellor, etc. ; and so in * wiocu, wucti 
(71), the gen. plur. heora (334), the adv. teola, tela, 
quite, from adj. til; even in connection with syncope 
of o in the acc. sing. masc. ffiosne (ffisne, ffysne, this, 
with unstable i), 338. 

Note. Here belongs also eioffffan (seoVffati, sieffffan, slfriTan, 
syffffan), afterward, from siff ffon (cf. 337. note 1), with shortening of 
the i. 

An intervening palatal prevents the occurrence of 
o-umlaut: plega, game; plegian, play; tregra, affliction ; 
sferendwreca, messenger, etc. 

/) Hiatus and Contraction. 

.110. In Primitive OE. hiatus often occurred in conse- 
quence of the loss of certain medial consonants, especi- 
ally h, more rarely w and j, as well as occasionally by 
the vocalization of a final w. It has, however, usually 
been removed by contraction of the two vowels which 
were thus brought together, though, when the former 
of the two vowels was unaccented, as was the case with 
the proclitic be, ne, this vowel was elided, as in baeftan, 
bufan, britan, nabban, nyllan, nytan, from be-a?ftan, 
etc. (cf. 416. note 1 ; 428. note 2 ; 420. l). To this may 
perhaps be added the adj. nistig, nestig, sober, fasting 
(from * wist, food) . 

The fact must not escape notice, that the second of 
the contracted vowels often belongs to an older stage 
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than those in the contract forms of historic OE. ; 
and particularly that o still occupied the place of the 
OE. a. 

Note 1. It is no exception to this rule, that inflectional endings 
beginning with a vowel are, in some cases, attached to stems ending in 
a vowel, as in h&ium, dat. sing, of heuh, high ; Sweoum, dat. plur. of 
Swexm, the Swedes. The shorter forms, like h£am, Swlom, which 
almost always run parallel with them, show that the fuller endings 
have been subsequently appended, after the analogy of stems ending 
in a consonant. 

Note 2. A contract form is frequently introduced where it cannot 
be justified by phonetic laws: e.g., a pres. subj. sl£a (367) does not 
admit of derivation from the basic form (= Goth, slahai), but arose 
through the analogy of the indicative ea (inf. sKfan, from *slaIion, 
1st sing. ind. sl£a, from *slahu, etc., 111). 

The following contractions in WS. require particular 
notice : — 

111. West Germ, a + o, u, becomes ea. Here belong 
the contract verbs 16ari, slean, &w£an (392. 2), for 
*la(h)on, etc.; 1st sing. 16a, sl£a, 3w6a, for *la(h)u, 
etc.; besides 6a, water, from *ah(w)u, Goth, ahwa; 
9r6a, threat, from ffrawu (Ep. thrauu) ; ear, ear of 
grain; t6ar, tear, from *a(h)ur, *ta(h)ur. 

112. West. Germ. *i ( = Germ. 6) + o, u, also becomes 
6a after shortening of the & : n£ar, nearer, from 
*nA(h)or; nean, from nearby, from *nd(h)un ; brla, 
brow, from *brri(w)u; cl6a, claiv, from *cld(w)u; p6a, 
peacock, from p*i(w)o; and perhaps hr6aw, raw, stria w, 
straw, OHG. hrao, strao. 

113. West Germ, e + o, u, becomes 6o (io), e.g., in 
the contract verbs geteon, pteon, s6on (391. 2), from 
*-fe(h)on, etc., 1st sing. grefe\> from *-fe(h)u, etc.; the 
wk. masc. tweo, doubt, from *twe(h)o; the wk. fern. 
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s£o, pupil, from *se(h)tf; but gretea, joy, has ea, if the 
word corresponds exactly to OHG. gifeho. 

e -f e yields e* in Wn, t4ne, ten, from *te(h)en (the 
parallel form ttene, t^ne, is either contracted directly 
from * tihen-, or is umlauted from * tloni, itself from 
*tehuni). For similar cases in the Ps. and North, see 

166. 5. 

114. West Germ, i, i 4- o, u, becomes io, £o, e.g., in 
the contract verbs t£on, ff£on, wr^on, Won, slon (383), 
from *tl(h)on, etc., 1st sing. pres. teo, ff£o, etc., from 

* ti(h)u, * <M(h)u, etc. ; teond, enemy, frtfond, friend, 
from *fi(j)ond, *fri(j)ond; freo, free, from *fri(j)o 
(297. note 2) ; gl£o, glee, h£o, form, from * grliwo, * hi wo 
(250. note 3); besides the pronouns keo, s£o (334; 337), 
from hi + u, si + u, by the addition of the feminine end- 
ing u; the neut. 8rr&>, three (324), from *8Fri(j)u, etc. 

115. OE. 6 -h o, u, e, becomes 6 : fdn, seize, hdn, Jiang, 
from *f<S(h)an, 1st sing. pres. f6, h6, from *fd(h)u, 
*h<S(h)u, opt. f6, h6, from *f6(h)e, htf(h)e; tf6, clay, 
from *3T6(h)e, etc. 

116. West Germ, u + vowel generally remains un- 
changed in biian, build, and its derivatives (but the 
pres. plur. opt. has btin as well as btien, and the past 
part, gebtkn as well as gebtken, etc.). In trtiwian, trust 
(Goth, trauan), a w has made its appearance; and so, 
too, in the oblique cases of rtili, rough, such as rtiwes, 
etc. (295. note 1). 

Note. Prim. OE. f + vowel contracts to long 4o : r^o, covering, 
c6o, chough, from ryhae (r#ac), ch^ae. 

In LWS. y + vowel contracts to y in >yn, compress ; sctfn, incite ; 

* tfn, instruct. 
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117. West Germ, ai (= OE. 6) 4- vowel, becomes A: 
ta\ toe; sl&, sloe; da\ doe; r£, roe, from West Germ. 
*taiha, OE. *t*(h)a, etc. 

In case of i-umlaut we have sfe : sse, sea, gen. sses, etc., 
for *8sfees; se, Zaw, gen. dat. acc. sfe for *see, etc. 

118. OE. £a, whatever its origin, absorbs the follow- 
ing vowel into itself: heah, high, gen. h6as, nom. plur. 
h6a, wk. nom. sing. masc. se h6a, for *h£a(h)es, 
* h6a(h)e, * hea(h)a, etc. ; sl£a, blow, for * sl4a-e (110. 
note 2) ; fr6a, lord, from *frau(j)a, etc. ; but also forms 
like h£aum, etc. (110. note 1). 

119. OE. 6o likewise absorbs the following vowel, 
e.g., in the contract verbs teon, draw, fL6on,flee (384), 
from *teu(h)on, etc., 1st sing. pres. ind. opt. teo, fl£o 
from *teu(h)u, *teu(h)e, etc.; so likewise in the case 
of recent formations like opt. teo, for *teo-e, from teon, 
accuse (110. note 2; 367). 

3. VARIATIONS OF QUANTITY. 

120. Thus far it has been tacitly assumed that the 
quantity of the West Germ, vowels was retained in 
OE., except where a change has taken place as the result 
of contraction, ecthlipsis, or the like. This assumption, 
however, is not strictly true. By a comparison of the 
later development of OE. with the indications of length 
furnished by the manuscripts (gemination and accent, 8), 
we are led to the conclusion that a number of changes in 
the original quantities of vowels, hitherto usually referred 
to later periods of the language, do, in reality, date from 
OE. This is particularly true of vowel lengthening. 

We are not in a position to determine with entire 
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accuracy the extent of these changes in detail ; for, on 
the one hand, the indications of quantity in the manu- 
scripts are but scanty; and, on the other, these indica- 
tions have either been inaccurately reproduced by the 
editors of OE. texts, or else have been entirely ignored. 

Note. According to Sweet, the following editions are trustworthy 
in this regard : Kemble and Skcat's Gospels, Goodwin's Guttlac, and 
Sweet's Cura Pastoralis and Orosius (cf. 2. note 2). Cf. also a paper 
by the editor in the American Journal of Philology, vol. v. pp. 318-24. 

The formulation of precise laws of quantity is 
rendered more difficult by the circumstance that the 
phenomena in question vary, in regard to extent and 
period of occurrence, with the individual dialect. Such 
being the case, we are obliged to content ourselves with 
very general statements ; and, in order to provide against 
misunderstandings, we shall designate lengthened vowels 
by the macron (-), to distinguish them from those that 
were originally long. 

a) Lengthening. 

121. Long final vowels in monosyllables : hwa, who, 

from *hwa(r), Goth, hwas ; swS, so, Goth, swa; 

inseparable prefix (for ar, Goth, us, OHG. ar-, etc.); 

se, the, Goth, sa ; he, he, we, we, ge, ye, me, me, tfe, thee, 

from *he(r), w£(r), *me(r), etc. (cf. Goth, i-s, mi-s, etc.); 

ne, not, Goth, ni ; bi (big, 24. note), by, Goth, bi; nu, 

now, ffu, thou, Goth, nu, Jm. 

Note. This does not, however, preclude the assumption that those 
words, when used as enclitics in the spoken language, were sometimes 
shortened in pronunciation; cf. especially be (bi), and the inseparable 
ge-, older gi- (Goth, gar), which is never lengthened. 

122. There is a tendency to lengthen monosyllabic 
words ending in a single consonant. Under this head 
fall the following adverbs and particles, which are in part 
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enclitic: ac, but; sef-, from (e.g., in sefweard, absent, 
refwerdelsa, injury) ; for-, for- ; of, of; on, on (also in 
cases like onettan, excite, or as a proclitic form of ond, 
e.g. in on-drsedan, fear, on-gietan, understand) ; or-, 
Lat. ex-, e.g. in orsorg, careless; un-, un-, e.g. Qnriht, 
wrong ; up, upp, up ; in, in ; mid, with ; gif, if; git, 
get, glet, get. Furthermore, in wel, well, bet, better; 
the pronouns ic, /, tfset, that, hwset, what; instr. Von, 
hwon ; the copula is, is ; besides nouns like f jet, vat, 
wegr, wag, wer, man, clif , cliff, lof, praise, gebod, man- 
date ; adjectives like hoi, hollow ; verbal forms like the 
preterits bsed, requested, brsec, broke, sset, sat, etc. 

This tendency even extends to words now ending 
in a single consonant which was originally geminated. 
Thus we meet with mon, man, man, plur. men, can, can, 
eal, all, gewlt, intellect, cyn, kin, gen. monnes, ealles, 
gewittes, etc. ; besides forms like geset, set, from ge- 
seted, gesett ; sit, sits, onglt, understands, f orglt, forgets, 
instead of siteff, ongitetf, etc. 

123. Much less pronounced is the tendency to pro- 
long a short vowel before a single consonant in dissyl- 
labic and polysyllabic words ; instances of ofer, over, 
are frequent, and already in the Cura Past, occur forms 
like fatu (plur. of fset), race (dat. sing, of racu), strefe 
(dat. sing, of stsef), fare (3d sing. subj. of faran), 
(Tone, the, opene, gaderaff, etc. 

124. The vowels which precede consonant combina- 
tions are also frequently lengthened. In this respect 
there is the widest discrepancy between one text and 
another. 

l) Before nasal 4- consonant any vowel is subject to 
lengthening: hand, h§nd, hand; land, lQnd, land; 
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wamb, WQmb, womb; w3ng, w^ngr, field; ^nde, end ; 
s^ndan, send ; bindan, bind ; &incan, sink ; Htincan, 
smell; gesund, sound ; Imndon, they bound; mailt, 
mountain; stunta, blockhead ; druncen, drunken, etc. 

2) Before r -f consonant : am, <?rn, ran; bwniau, 
bum; lrnan, run; cirm, uproar ; word, word ; hord, 
hoard; urn on, (they) ran; wyrd, destiny ; g£ard, house; 
gart, thou art ; sc^ort, short. 

3) Before 1 + consonant : especially a (for broken ea, 
80), as in aid, old, salde, gave; but also imlde, mild; 
gold, gold ; geflFyld, patience ; scyld, guilt, etc. 

Note 1. None of the prolongations in 1-3 arc to be found either in 
the Cura Past, or Orosius, if we may judge from the lack of accents 
(except the isolated finder, Cura Past 33. 7; suingan, 253 2); but 
they are abundant in the later WS. texts, like ^Elfric's Homilies, etc. 
They form the rule in the Lindisfarne and Uushworth Gospels, and 
likewise in the Psalter. 

Note 2. The prolongations appear earliest and most constantly 
before nasal or liquid + sonant ; yet combinations whose second ele- 
ment is a surd also come under this law, as is evident from the examples 
adduced above. Prolongation does not seem to be caused by 11 in WS , 
though it has that effect in the Psalter and North 

Note 3. At present it is impossible to prove that prolongation is 
regularly caused in WS. by any other consonant combinations than 
those already given. But it is not improbable that WS. a in closed 
syllables was also lengthened before 8 + consonant in words like assa, 
axe, asce, wascan (10). So, too, ae as i-umlaut of original ft, as in 
feestan, etc. (89. note), points to possible lengthening (as in the Ps , 
151) ; the same may be 6aid of the unbroken a before 1 -f combina- 
tions (80; 158). 

b) Shortening. 

125. The proof of change from long to short quantity 
is attended with peculiar difficulties, since the failure 
of a scribe to accent a particular vowel cannot, con- 
sidering the relative scarcity of accents in general, be 
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considered as decisive evidence that the vowel has be- 
come short. The vowel seems, however, to be short in 
ffdhte, brolite, sdhte, from fftfhte, brtfhte, srihte (407) ; 
cf. also leoht, easy, from *llht, *liht (83. note 1). 

No other consonant combinations, except h + con- 
sonant, appear to have rendered long vowels short ; cf. 
such forms as crfst, gast, msest, gftsian, witnian, flftig, 
lsedde, etc. 

II. The Vowels of Medial and Final Syllables. 

126. Only such phenomena will here be considered 
as it is necessary to understand before approaching the 
subject of inflections. The details will be treated at 
length under the latter head. 

A) Ablaut. 

127. Original ablaut. Even in the original Indo- 
European, inflection was often accompanied by a definite 
variation or gradation in the vowels of certain suffixes. 
Thus we frequently encounter the ablaut series e : o : 0. 
The first two terms appear, e.g., in Lat. generis, genus 
(e : u) ; Gr. yev€o<: for *y€V€<ro<;, yivos (e : o), etc. 1 
The e of the suffix has, as it would seem, always be- 
come i in Primitive Germ. (45. 2, note). Original o, 
on the other hand, was preserved without change, i.e., 
did not pass into a as in radical syllables (45. 4). In 
the third or zero stage, a u frequently occurs before a 
liquid Or nasal (so, for example, in the ablaut of the 
verb) as a substitute for the lost vowel. 

These gradations are, for the most part, no longer 
fully preserved in OE. ; as a rule, the vowel of one 

i See Prof. Bloomfield's article, Am. Journal of Philology, I. 281 ff. 
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stage has been introduced into all the forms of the same 
word; only now and then do double forms, still pre- 
served by the language, point to the regular interchange 
which formerly existed. In particular, the i-umlaut 
of a stem sometimes enables us to infer the previous 
existence of an e or i in the following syllable. 

128. The most important ablaut-changes which have 
left perceptible traces in OE. are the following: 

1) Before original s (Germ, z, OE. r, but often lost 
when final) in the neut. suffix -os, -es (as in yivos, genus) , 
examples of which are given in 288 ff. The i-stage is 
found in forms like sige, bere, older sigri, beri, from 
* sigiz, * bariz (182) : or North, lerob, Ps. North, caslf , 
from *lambiz, kalbiz (182, 133. b). Parallel with the 
latter are WS. lomb, cealf, without umlaut, and the 
longer forms like sigor, brtfffor, lombor, etc. (182. note). 

2) Before n in the suffix -ono, -eno, of the past parti- 
ciple of strong verbs. The i-stage is preserved in a few 
umlaut forms like segen, cyraen (378). 

Note The gradation was at one time especially apparent in the 
suffix of the weak declension -en, -on, (u)n, but has been almost 
entirely obliterated in OE., the i-stage in particular (as in Goth, 
hanlns, hanin) being totally effaced. 

3) Before 1 in the suffix -olo, -elo. The two stages 
are recognizable in double forms like deagol and dfegol, 
secret, from the basic forms * daugolo- and * daugilo-. 

4) Before r, more particularly in the suffix of nouns 
of relationship ; for these in detail cf. 285. 

129. Secondary ablaut. Besides these older gradations, 
others of more recent date have sprung up in OE. itself, 
depending, as nearly as can be ascertained, upon the 
variable stress of the secondary accent, but also in part 
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upon the vowels of the adjacent syllables, a certain 
principle of alternation between palatals and gutturals 
being apparently observed in the sequence of vowels. 
In particular, there is a tendency to convert the o, u, 
of a final syllable into e, whenever the word is increased 
by a syllable taking the secondary accent, and contain- 
ing either of the vowels a, o, or u. Thus we generally 
have rodor, heaven, heorot, hart, sta&ol, pillar ; the 
gen. dat. sing, rodores, heorotes, sta&oles, rodore, etc. ; 
while the plur. is usually roderas, heoretas, sta&elas, 
-u, -um ; and the denominative verb from staffol is staff- 
elian, etc. Here belongs also the vowel-change in the 
preterit of the second class of weak verbs, like sealfode, 
plur. sealfedon (412), and no doubt originally in the 
abstracts ending in -ung, -ing, etc. 

B) Apocope of Final Vowels. 

130. Indo-European (and also Germ.) a, o, when final, 
disappears entirely: e.g., on, Germ. (Goth.) ana, Gr. dvd; 
sef-, unaccentuated of, of, Germ, aba, Gr. dwo, etc. In 
particular, many examples might be adduced of the nom. 
acc. sing, of the ©-stems (235 ff.), basic forms -oz, -o(m). 
The o has only been retained in case of early contrac- 
tion, as in frfo, iv€o, free, st. frijo- (297. note 2). 

Note. The apocope of the a, o, is not prevented by a j which 
formerly preceded it, since the j had no doubt disappeared before apo- 
cope took place ; hence such nom. acc. as secg, cyn (246), whose West 
Germ, basic forms were *saggjoz, *kunnjo from Germ. *sagJoz, 
kunjo(m), (cf. 45. 8 and 228). But a preceding i becomes final by 
the loss of the a, o, and subsequently passes into e (44) : $nde, rice 
(246), older eiidi, He!, from *andlo, *rtcio (45. 8). 

131. The originally final -e also disappears completely, 
and without leaving any trace of its influence upon the 
vowel of the preceding syllable. The chief instances are : 
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1) the vocative sing. masc. of the o-stems, dtfm (238), 
cf. Gr. \6ye ; 

2) the imperative sing, of strong verbs, like ber (367), 
cf. Gr. <j>epe ; 

3) the 3d sing. pret. of strong verbs, like baer (367), 
w&t (420), cf. Gr. olhe. 

e before any consonant that was retained in Ger- 
manic was changed, probably in the Germ, period, to i 
(45. 2, note), and its subsequent history is that of the 
latter sound. 

132. Original i and u were uniformly preserved in 
Primitive OE. To these were added a secondary i and 
u, arising partly through a change of quality (such as 
that which led to the development of i from e before 
consonants, 131), and in part produced by a shortening 
of the final long vowels, £, 6. These various I's and ti's 
of Primitive OE. were all subject to the same rules of 
syncopation, irrespective of their origin, syncope being 
determined partly by the quantity of the radical syl- 
lable (when the word was originally dissyllabic) and 
partly by the number of syllables contained in the word. 
The cases may be classified as follows : 

133. Primitive OE. I is preserved after a short radical 
syllable, first as i, and afterwards as e (44) ; it dis- 
appears after a long radical syllable, and as the final of 
polysyllables. 

a) Original i, e.g. in the nom. acc. sing, of the i-stems 
(cf. Gr. 7roXt9, -lv) : of short stems, the noun wini, wine 
(262), adj. bryci, bryce (302) ; of long stems, the noun 
wyrm (266) . Other cases of apocope are : the dat. loc. 
sing, of consonant stems, like f6t, from *ftfti (281; cf. 
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Gr. woBi) ; among polysyllables hrtfffor (289), guman, 
lieortan, tungan (276) ; datives plur. like ffs&m, twa%m, 
basic forms *}>aimiz, etc.; comparative adverbs like 
leng (323), basic form *langiz (cf. Lat. magis, and for 
the loss of the z see 182). Of the verbs: the 1st sing, 
ind. of the verbs in -mi (426), eom, am, d<Sm, do; and 
the 2d and 3d sing, and 3d plur. ind. of all verbs, as, 
for example, 2d sing, hilpis, -es(t), 3d sing. hilp(e)9, 3d 
plur. helpaff, their basic forms ending in -izi, -iffi, -on&i 
(cf. Skr. bharasi, -ati, -anti, from v'Wier, bear). 

b) Primitive OE. i from original e, e.g. in the nom. 
plur. of consonant stems, like tet, m^s (281), from 
*f<5tiz, *f<ttez, etc. (cf. Gr. 7ro£e<?) ; so also in the poly- 
syllables gruman, tungan (276), no instances of short 
monosyllabic stems being recorded. Finally, in the 
nom. acc. sing, of the neuter es-stems: short stems, 
be,re, sige (Goth, bariz-, sigis) ; long stems, Ps. North, 
cself, calf, North, lemb, lamb, etc. (288 ff.). 

c) Primitive OE. i from original i no doubt existed 
in the imp. sing, of verbs with thematic jo (372 ; 398. 1 ; 
cf. Goth, hafei, nasei, stfkei, etc.): with short stem, 
hef e, nere, etc. (367 ; 408) ; with long stem, sec, hfer, 
etc. (408). The i has regularly disappeared in the nom. 
sing, of the long Osteins, like bend (257). Every other 
final Germanic i is preserved in OE., even after a long 
syllable, in the form of i, e: thus, for example, in the 
3d sing. pret. opt. of strong verbs like hulpe (basic form 
*hulpf, Goth, hulpi) ; or in the instr. loc. sing, of the 
o-stems like dtfme, older d<5mi (from * dtfmf, cf. Gr. e/ceZ). 
Yet, in the so-called dative lirim (237. note 2), we per- 
haps have the regularly developed local case of a long 
o-stem, the -i, -e of the other forms being then due to 
analogy of the short stems. 
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Note 1. Exceptions to the rules for syncope are presented by the 
adverb bet, better (Goth, batis), for which we should expect *bete; 
and by the adverb ymbe (also ymb), with the e preserved. 

Note 2. Even when the 1 is lost, there is 1-umlaut of the stem- 
syllable which immediately preceded. The only exceptions are the 
verbal forms eom, <16m, pi. d6ff (for *d6nffi). 

134. Primitive OE. u is retained in dissyllabic words 
after a short stem, as -u, -o, but disappears after a long 
stem. 

a) Germ, u, e.g. in the nom. acc. sing, of the u-stems : 
in the short-stemmed nouns, masc. sunu, fem. duru, 
neut. feolu (270; 274 ff.), adj. cucu (303) ; in the long- 
stemmed nouns, masc. feld, fem. bond (272; 274), adj. 
heard (303. note). Of all these the basic forms end in 
-uz, -u(m) ; cf. Goth, sunus, -u, filu, etc. 

b) Primitive OE. u from Germ. 6, when the latter is 
equivalent to original a\ e.g. in the nom. sing. fem. of the 
a-stems: thus in the short-stemmed grief u, adj. hwatu, 
in the long-stemmed ar, gdd (252; 293; cf. Gr. %co/>a, 
etc.) ; or in the nom. acc. plur. neut. of the o-stems, as 
in the short-stemmed noun fatu, adj. hwatu, the long- 
syllabled noun word, adj. gdd (238; 293). 

c) Primitive OE. u from Germ. 6, when the latter is 
equivalent to original <5, appeared in the 1st sing. pres. 
ind. of the verb, and there became permanent, even after 
long stems : thus beoru, faru, but also helpu, binclu. 
This u has, however, been almost completely displaced 
in West Saxon by the optative termination -e (356). 

Note. The j which originally preceded (45. 8) does not prevent the 
apocope (cf. 128. note) ; hence sibb (257), cynn (246), etc., from 
*sibb(J)u, *cynn(j)u. For the effect of a preceding j (45. 8) see 
135.2,3 

135. In trisyllabic and polysyllabic words, the treat- 
ment of the final a is variable. It is sometimes cast off, 
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as in firen, from * firinu, Goth, fairina ; or tigol, from 
Lat. tcgula, etc. On the contrary, it is often preserved 
in the following cases : 

1) In abstract nouns with the termination -8Fu, Goth. 
-ij?a, like strengftu (255. 3) ; rarely in other fem. nouns 
like ielfetu (255. note 3). 

2) In the nom. acc. plur. of some neuters, like nletenu 
(243. 1 ; cf. also 144. b) ; and always in stems ending in 
-io (45.8), like ricu, from *riciu, basic form *rfkio (246). 

3) In the nom. sing. fem. and nom. acc. plur. neut. 
of adjectives, when these forms are trisyllabic, as in 
monigu, haligu (293. 3 ; cf. 144. b) ; particularly, again, 
when the stems end in -io, as grr6nu (298), from *grtiniu. 

136. The vowels of other final syllables than those 
already instanced do not undergo apocope in OE. In 
particular, all vowels are retained which are still pro- 
tected in OE. by a final consonant, e.g.^ the u, o in the 
3d plur. pret. of verbs like kulpuii, neredun, -on (364). 

C) Further Changes of Final Sounds in Consequence of 

Apocope. 

137 When w becomes final after consonants and short 
vowels, it is vocalized to u, o ; after long vowels and 
diphthongs it either remains unchanged or is lost % 
altogether. For details see 174. 

138. If a mute followed by a liquid or nasal becomes 
final, the liquid or nasal falls under the operation of a 
universal phonetic law, according to which it assumes 
vocalic character; that is, acquires the power, peculiar 
to the vowels, of forming a syllable. This applies, for 
example, to the r, 1, n, m in Goth, akrs, fugts, taikns, 
matyros (Braune, Goth. Gr. 27). In OE. these vocalic 
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liquids and nasals often generate before them an auxiliary 
vowel. Thus the Gothic forms already cited become in 
OE. aecer, fugol, tacen, md&um. The following are 
the special rules which apply to these phenomena : 

139. Such an auxiliary vowel occurs with most 

frequency before p. The vowel is regularly e when 

the preceding syllable contains a palatal vowel, but is 

generally o in the oldest texts, and in the dialects u ; 

less frequently, and usually in the later documents, e, 

when the preceding vowel is guttural; e.g., winter, 

finger, faeger, aecer, ceaster (from *caester, 75.1), but 

ator, f <Sdor, hltittor, clustor ; cf. Goth, wintrus, figgrs, 

fagrs, etc. „ 

Note. Only in the oldest texts, like the Epinal Ms., does the r often 
remain unchanged • atr, spaldr, cefr, along with ledlr, mapuldur, etc. 

140. Vocalic 1 often remains unchanged, especially 
after dentals : nsedl, needle ; sptftl, spittle ; setl, settle ; 
htisl, housel; eaxl, shoulder; naegl, nail, etc. ; yet e is 
sometimes found after a palatal vowel, as well as u, o 
after a guttural, the law for their occurrence having 
not yet been discovered: seppel, apple; tempel, temple; 
fugol,/owZ, etc. 

141. Vocalic n usually remains unchanged after a 
short syllable : hraefn, raven ; stefn, voice ; regn, rain ; 
ffegn, thane; waegn, wain, though -en is sometimes 
found. After a long syllable -en predominates, e.g. in 
t£cen, token; be"acen, beacon; wsepen, weapon. Still 
more rare is -in, as in fraegin, fregin. After a guttural 
vowel o is even found, as in tdcon (Beda 365). 

142. Vocalic m usually remains without change : 
ffrosm, vapor; btfsm, bosom; fseflTm, embrace; botm. 
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bottom ; waestm, growth ; yet waestem, etc., are found, 
and m4&um, jewel, is the usual form. 

D) Syncope of Middle Vowels. 

143. By middle vowels we understand the vowels of 
those syllables which lie between the stem and the final 
syllable of polysyllabic words. 

The middle vowels of Germanic are frequently synco- 
pated in OE. Their retention or elision depends, how- 
ever (like the treatment of original final vowels), in 
part on the quantity of the preceding radical syllable, 
in part on the number of middle vowels which the word 
originally contained. 

144. a) Every middle vowel of a trisyllabic word, 
when originally short, and not rendered long by posi- 
tion, is syncopated after a long radical syllable ; after a 
short radical syllable this syncopation does not take 
place : cf. forms like gen. varies, engles, deofles, dffres, 
eowres, agues, heafdes, from £ffel, engel, deofol, tfffer, 
eower, agen, heafod, with such as sta&oles, rodores, 
eotones, nacodes, etc. 

b) In the oldest texts the trisyllabic forms of the 
nom. sing. fem. and nom. acc. plur. neut. are exempt 
from the operation of syncope : thus adj. fdelu, eoweru 
(293. 3), subst. wolcenu, nfetenu, heafodu (243. 1), 
along with Idle, eowre, wolcna, heafdes, etc. This 
rule does not apply, however, to the feminines ending 
in -ffu (255. 3), which come under the principle laid 
down in a. 

c) Notwithstanding the short radical syllable, the 
following words regularly exhibit syncope : yf el, evil ; 
lytel, little; micel, mickle, gen. yfles, lytles, micles; 
but yfelu, lytelu, micelu, in accordance with b. 
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Note 1. This older principle of syncopation is often violated in later 
documents through the influence of analogy. Hence middle vowels 
after a long radical syllable are frequently restored, in imitation of the 
dissyllabic forms of the same word : thus Iffeles, dlofoles, to agree 
with the nominatives 69el, deofol, etc. Especially is this the case in 
the past part, of strong verbs (gebundne, geholpne, later -ene) and 
the adjectives terminating in -\g (h&liges, etc., for older hAlges). 
More rarely do short stems conform to the example of the long ; the 
exceptions are chiefly found among the adjectives (293. 1) in the 
r-cases (hweetre, gen. dat. sing. fern. ; hwtetra, gen. plur.), in the acc. 
sing. masc. (hwaetne), and usually in the comparative (glaedra, 
hwaetra, etc., 307). 

Note 2. Where mute + liquid or nasal precedes the middle vowel, 
there is considerable irregularity as regards syncopation : etnde and 
Sfnede, etc. ; see in particular 405. 7. 

145. A vowel long by position is usually protected 
against the operation of syncope. So, for example, 
adjectives in -isc, like mennisc, together with their de- 
rivatives, remain unchanged even in their trisyllabic 
forms ; the majority of superlatives, like ieldesta, 309 ff. 
(but always hfehsta, nfehsta) ; substantives like haer- 
fest, eornest ; all with liquid or nasal 4- consonant, like 
faereld, fsetels; together with all those in which the 
middle vowel "is followed by a geminated consonant, 
e.g., forms like condelle, byrffenne (258), and the deriva- 
tives in -ettan, like roccettan, etc. (403. note 3), even 
when the tt is simplified. 

146. Middle vowels which were originally long are 
sometimes syncopated in an open syllable, when pre- 
ceded by a long radical syllable ; in such cases the vowel 
had probably become short in Primitive OE. Here 
belong the adjectives in -igr from -fg, the adjectives de- 
noting material in -en from -in (296), besides the gen. 
plur. of weak nouns ending in -na or -ena (276. note 1). 
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147. When the same word contained two middle 
vowels, that is, was originally tetrasyllable, the second 
is always syncopated without regard to the quantity of 
the radical syllable, provided it was originally short, and 
has not been rendered long by position ; such are accusa- 
tives like fdclne, dfegolne ; eatolne, swicolne; eowerne, 
uncerne ; fsegerne ; agenne, haligne, etc. ; or gen. dat. 
sing. fern, and gen. plur. like fdelre, -ra ; swicolre, -ra, 
etc. 

148. Under this head must also be included the treat- 
ment of words which have developed auxiliary vowels 
according to 138 ff. If the radical syllable is long, this 
auxiliary vowel is lost when a termination is added; 
thus we have wintres, fingres, temples, tacnes, maff- 
mes, but winter, finger, tenipel, tacen, maffum. After 
a short radical syllable the vowel occurs more frequently, 
at least before r ; fseger, weder, waiter, have usually 
gen. faegeres, wederes, wseteres, etc., though the older 
forms, such as waetres, do now and then occur. 

149. Thq elision of a vowel often takes place in OE. 
in syllables which have become final by the loss of an 
original vowel termination. Especially important in 
this connection are the rules for the 2d and 3d sing, 
pres. ind. of verbs, for which see 359. 

C. The Chief Dialectal Variations. 

150. The vowel scheme of the OE. dialects, exclusive 
of West Saxon, exhibits the following general peculi- 
arities : 

l) In place of the West Saxon afe = Germ. West 
Germ, a (57 ff.), stands the vowel 6: str^t, r6d, stepan; 
with i-umlaut me'rsian, etc. 
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2) The WS. ie, fe (41) is wanting, and hence the 
same is true of the unstable i, y (22; 31) ; what equiva- 
lents represent them will be shown in the course of the 
following paragraphs. 

3) The sounds ea, eo (io), as well as their correspond- 
ing long diphthongs, are not so accurately discriminated 
as in WS. In Northumbrian especially there is great 
confusion between ea and eo (but cf. 160. 3) : eordian, 
beorn, for eardian, beam, and earffe, earre, for eorffe, 
eorre, etc. Kentish has a preference for ia and io, the 
former standing as well for WS. ea as for eo. 

4) The sound oe is of more extensive occurrence. 
Northumbrian has it throughout (even where it is short, 
oele, doehter, oexen, 93) ; the long sound at least occurs 
in the Psalter: dtieman, bcec, speed (27; 94), while Rush- 
worth varies between e" and oe. 

a, ae. 

151. 1) For WS. ae (49) Kent, and Ps. have e : deg, 
brec, set, etc. In the Kentish glosses the long aVsound 
is also uniformly represented by 6, even when the former 
is derived from ai : delan, 4nig, mist = WS. Ps. North, 
dselan, senig, m£st. 

Note. It is probable that the ae of the Ps. always denotes the long 
vowel. It is always, as in WS., the I-umlaut of Prim. OE. & from at 
(90) ; or prolongation of ae, as in Of set, hwset (122) ; or i-umlaut of 
lengthened a, as in seldra, haVldran (159. 2), neeht, nisehtlg (162) ; 
or palatal umlaut of ea, as in gesseh, d&gas, etc. 

2) For WS. a in an open syllable (50) the Ps. and 
North, often have the ea resulting from u-and o-umlaut 

(160). 

3) There is no breaking of a to ea before 1 + consonant 
in the Psalter and North., and only traces of it in 



Digitized by Google 



68 



PHONOLOGY. 



Mercian. The same is also true before r + consonant 
in North, and Mercian. The place of ea is occupied by 
lengthened a (158). 

e, e". 

152. The occurrence of the older e (19. 1) is limited 
by the more frequent u- and o-umlaut in the Ps. and 
North. (160) ; the e, which in the other dialects is um- 
laut of o, is wanting in North. (93 ; 150. 4). In its stead 
occurs an e which, on the whole, is foreign to WS. : 

a) for WS. ie from palatal + e (157. 2) ; 

b) for WS. ie when i-umlaut of ea (159) ; for se as a 
substitute for this e, see 159. 2 ; 

c) as palatal umlaut of eo (164). 

» 

153. Long 6 corresponds to WS. £ only in the cases 
contained under 21. l, 3 (but occasionally in Merc, to 
the £ described in 21. 2). It is likewise 

a) the representative of WS. se from Germ. € (150. 1); 

b) the representative of WS. se from ai (151. a) ; 

c) i-umlaut of ea (159. 3) ; 

d) palatal umlaut of ea (163) and eo (165). 

154. A distinctive characteristic of Kentish is the sub- 
stitution of e, for y, f : embe, desig, eppan, gelden, 
ontenan, brecft, for WS. ymbe, dysig, yppan, grylden, 
ont^nan, hrfetf. 

Note. Contrariwise, Kent, y, f, takes the place of e, 6: cyrran, 
tnftfl, tyce, tyssa, for cerran, megff, Ucc, lessa (151. 1), WS. 
cierran, maegff, Ueee, 1 sees a. 
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Diphthongs. 

155. With regard to the diphthongs of the dialects, 
the following facts remain to be noted in addition to 
the statement made in 150. 3 : 

1) The lack of an i-umlaut of eo, e\> (159. 4) . 

2) The regular transformation of eo, 6o by palatal 
umlaut in Ps. and North. (161. ff.). 

3) Northumbrian also possesses the diphthong ei : 
seista, sixth ; neista, next ; heista, highest (also sesta, 
nlsta, hesta) ; ceiga, call, etc., and exhibits ai for ae : 
fraigna, cnaihtas, for fraegna, cnaehtas. 

Note. For Kent diphthongs whose second element is -i from «g, 
see 214. 2. 

Influence of w (71-73). 

156. 1) In the North, dialect w often changes a fol- 
lowing e, and even at times an ae, into 03 ; and in like 
manner an 4 into oe : 

a) older e : woeg, swoefn, woel = WS. weg, swefn, 
wel ; 

b) umlaut e (or ej: cuoellan, tuoelf, woendan = WS. 
cweUan, tuetf , wendan ; 

c) e* ( = WS. ae, 150. l): huoer, woede, woepen = WS. 
hwser, wsede, waepen ; lengthened e in woe = WS. we ; 

d) ae in cwoeff, hwoeffre = WS. cwaeo", hwae8Fre. 

2) weo usually becomes North, wo : worffa, worfria, 
worff, worpa, sword = WS. weorffaii, weorffian, 
weoro", weorpan, sweord ; but likewise cwoffa, wosa 
= WS. cweo"an, wesan, from * cweoffaii, * weosan (160). 

3) In a similar manner wea (160. 3) often becomes 
wa in North., but sometimes wae : waras, waeras, pi. of 
waer, man, WS. weras, Ps. weoras ; wala, waela, riches, 
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WS. Kent. Ps. weola ; probably also tu£ (beside tuia), 
doubt. 

4) The development of u, o, before w after a short 
vowel, does not usually take place in the Ps. and North. ; 
cf. the inflection of tr£o, cn£o, etc. (250). 

Influence of a Preceding Palatal (74-76). 

157. l) u is not changed in the Ps. : thus (g)iung, 
(g)iugu9, not geong, geoguff ; North, giung and ging, 
gigoff (cf. also gind and geond). Contrariwise, Kent. 
North, geoc, gioc remains, and in North, glomrian, as 
opposed to the glamrian of the Ps. 

2) e, e\ are not diphthongized : get, geldan, gelp, 
sceld = WS. giet, gieldan, etc. (for geofan, geotan, 
North, geona = WS. giefan, gietan, giena, see 160) ; 
ge>, g£fon, g£ton, seep (North, also scfp) = WS. g£ar, 
geafon, etc., according to 150. l. 

3) There is likewise no change of e (= WS. ae) to ea 
in Kentish and Ps. : gef, get, cester, seel, scet = WS. 
geaf, ceaster, etc. In North, ea appears somewhat 
irregularly : geaf, ceaster, sceal, beside gset, scael, etc. 

4) Unknown to the other dialects is the diphthongi- 
zation in North, geonga, go (for gongan). Before gut- 
tural vowels e likewise follows sc more frequently in 
North, than in the other dialects : sc&idan, sceomu, etc. 

The Breakings (77-84). 

158. 1) Instead of ea before a consonant, North, and 
Merc, frequently have a: arm, warp, warff, for and 
beside earm, etc. 

2) The breaking of a to ea before 1 4- consonant is 
unknown in the Psalter and North, (but not in Kentish), 
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being replaced by a: all, ffillan, haldan, salt; an 
exception is North, sealla = WS. siellan (80. note 2). 
Rushworth 1 varies between a and ea. For the umlaut 
forms e and se see 159. 

3) Every breaking before h, as well as before a con- 
sonant combination whose second element is a palatal 
(g, c, h), is transformed in Ps. and North. Merc, by 
palatal umlaut (161). 

The Umlauts (85-109). 

159. I- umlaut. The i-umlauts of the diphthongs 
exhibit the widest variations from the West Saxon 
forms : 

1) i-umlaut of ea before r is without exception e: 
erfe, derne, ermftu, ferd = WS. ierfe (irfe, yrfe), etc.; 
so also sc^ppan, gest = WS. scieppan, giest (Kent. Gl. 
have an exceptional hlihan). 

2) As WS. ea before 1 is represented in Ps. and 
North, by a (158. 2), the umlaut of the latter is not 
but ae : seldu, aildra, mseltan; similarly before 11: 
wselle beside welle, well (WS. wiella). Here also 
Kentish has e : eldu, ejdra, f qltf (from feallan) . 

3) i-umlaut of 6a is 4: hlran, gellfan, n£d, 16g, 
c£gan, etc. However, Rushworth and Kent. Gl. have 
sometimes f : c^pan, etc., but Kent. Gl. dflfgan. 

4) io, eo is always free from umlaut : eorre, lieorde 
(but dfirran); so also fo, 6o : tr^owe, fflostru, strgonan 
(but Ps. onsfen, countenance), 

5) For the umlauts of ea, eo before palatals see 161. 

160. U- and iMimlaut are often preserved, where they 
have been lost in WS. (e.g., in forms like North, ionna, 
within; ionnaff, viscera; bihionda, biliianda, behind). 
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In particular, 

1) the interchange of umlauted and primary vowels 
is often retained in inflectional forms ; cf. Ps. fet, plur. 
featu, dat. featum; get, gen. plur. geata; or, in the 
verb, beoru, bires, bireff, beorat? ; so in North. (370) ; 

2) the o-umlaut extends also to the older a in the Ps. 
(but not in Kent. North.) ; cf. get, gen. plur. geata ; 
fearan, hleaffan (galan is an exception) ; verbs of the 
2d wk. conjugation, like gleadian, ge&eafian, etc. 

3) The North, form of the o-umlaut of e is ea: 
beara, bear; eata, eat; weala, riches; wearas, 

etc. (hence forms like wala, waras, 156. 3) ; more rarely 
eo: eota, etc. 

Note 1. These umlauts are most faithfully preserved in the Ps. ; 
in North, there has been much levelling under the inflectional forms 
without umlaut. 

Note 2. As there is no o-umlaut of a either in North, or WS. (fara, 
hlaffa, geffafia, etc.), geadria and sceaca are to be referred to 
157. 3. 

i 

161. Palatal umlaut. The development of this umlaut 
forms one of the most noticeable characteristics of the 
Ps. and North. Its chief effects are as follows : 

162. l) In the Ps. and North., and for the most part 
in Rush. 1 , ea becomes ae (in the Ps. ai, 151. note) before 
h, ht, x (=hs, 221. 2): gesaeh, ge&aeht, inaehte, saex, 
waex, waexaii = WS. geseah, ge<Teaht, etc. Usually 
also in the Ps. before g and c, where the North, has a : 
Ps. maegun, deegas, cwsecian, draeca (together with 
isolated forms like dagum, sagas, draca, hracan and 
breacan, Zeuner, p. 34 ff.), for *meagun, *deagas, etc. 
(160), North, magun ; for dagas, cwacian, etc., cf. 160. 2. 
Rush. 1 has here and there ea, as in geseah. 
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i-umlaut of this ae does not occur : msebt, gen. dat. 
maehte, adj. maehtig, nsebt, etc. 

Note 1. The Kentish monuments usually have ea before h, and a 
before g, c ; 1-umlaut in bllhan, Kent. Gl. 

Note 2. Forms like the preterits rehte, wehte, for and beside 
raehte, waehte, WS. reahte, weahte, etc., are due to the analogy of 
e, in the preterits reecan, weccan, etc. (407. b). So also imperatives 
like North, slah, ffwah (374), are assimilated to the contract forms 
of the present, aid, ffwa. 

2) Before re, rg the Ps. has e for ea, while North, 
has either e or ae: ere, ark; berg, swine; herg, grove; 
WS. earc, bearg, etc. (North, also sere, etc.). 

163. Iu the Ps. North, and Merc, <5a becomes 6 be- 
fore h, g, c : h£h, n£h ; pret. t6h, b£g, 16c ; becon, 
beacon — WS. blab, etc. Kentish, on the other hand, 
has retained the ea (yet we meet in the Kent. Gl. with 
nfli = WS. neab). 

164. l) In the Ps. and North., eo becomes e before h 
and rc, rg, rh : feh, the imper. geseh, rcbt, cnebt (83), 
lebt, light (64) ; were, bergan, ffwerh, berbt = WS. and 
Rush. 1 feob, geseob, etc. (but Rush. 1 rebt, cnebt, were, 
etc.). The I-uralaut of this e is (likewise in Merc.) i: 
rib tan, lib tan (illuminate), birbtan, Ps. and Merc, 
wircan (North, wyrca, 407). 

2) Before c and g there is fluctuation: tferendreca, 
wegas, along with rare weogas, Ps. ; on the other hand, 
regularly steogun and spreocan, breocan, etc., along 
with sprecan, which is rare. North, only breca, spreca, 
wegas, etc. 

165. In the Ps. and North, eo becomes e* before h, (c), 
g: ten, fl6b imp., flegan, flegc,/y, legan = WS. and 
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Rush. 1 teoh, fleoh, etc. Ep. and Kent. Gl. have pre- 
served the eo, io intact. 

Note. We may perhaps detect traces of i as i-umlaut in Ps. tiff, 
draws, Lind. and Kent. Gl. fliff, from *t£hlff, *flehiff, yet we have 
also Ps. fligu, ligende, North. liht, easy and light, apparently without 
umlaut 

- 

Contractions (110-119). 

166. l) West Germ, a + o (= later a) results in 
North, a: sld(n), ffwa(n) = WS. Kent. Merc, slean, 
ffwlan ; but a + u gives ea as in WS. ; thus ea, War, 
from *alm, *takur. 

2) West Germ, e + a (from o) usually becomes 6a in 
the Ps. and North.: ges&m, geflan. So likewise e, 
e" from eo, eo before h : teas, plur. of feh, Lind., flean, 
flee, t£an, draw, from *fehas, *fl6han, *t£han (164 ff.); 
but pres. participle fteonde, Ps., 1st sing, fl^om, from 
*fleTm(m). 

3) West Germ, i -f a (from o) gives 6a in Ps. : fr6a, 
free, beside freo ; North, frfo, freo. On the other hand, 
the pres. part, frfond, freond, uniformly has fo, eo. 

4) West Germ. i -f a (from o) generally remains fa 
(perhaps in some cases still uncontracted and dissylla- 
bic) : bfan, bees (but bfobread), ffan, hate (pret. ffode, 
according to the 2d weak conjugation), but also wr£an, 
Ps. ; North, bfa, ffa, wrfa. 

5) Especially to be noticed are the contractions 
which take place in the Ps. and North, after the loss of 
a medial h, in cases where WS. and Kent, retain the h 
and syncopate the vowel (222). This takes place more 
particularly in the inflection of contract verbs (374), 
e.g., Hist, sfo", from *sihist, *sihitf = WS. siehst, sieliff; 
cf. also forms like Ps. hlane, the acc. sing. masc. of h€h. 
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from *h£hona, North, heanis, height^ from * hlhonis, 
equivalent to WS. hganne, h£annis, from heahne, 
h£ahnis (222. 2) ; finally, comp. h£ra, sup. h£sta, n&ta 
(North, also heista, neista), from *h£hira, *h£hista, 
etc., WS. hferra (from hiehra, 222. 2), hiehsta, niehsta. 

Quantity (120-125). 

168. Almost all the cases of prolongation observed 
in WS. occur also in the other dialects. The prolonga- 
tions before liquid or nasal + consonant are least open 
to question, since the proof of length is derived not 
only from the use of accents, but also from the influence 
exerted upon the quality of the vowel ; cf. in particular 
the ai as i-umlaut of a before 1 + consonant (139. 2), or 
as palatal umlaut of ea (162). 
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PART II. -THE CONSONANTS. 



Survey of the Old English Consonants. 

169. The consonant-signs of OE. are those of the 
Latin alphabet, with the addition of the letters tf and b, 
and of a special character for w. Many of these letters 
are, however, employed with a twofold value, as the 
number of characters was not sufficient to express with 
accuracy the -distinctions current in the spoken lan- 
guage. The inexactness here noted is probably to be 
referred to the lack of uniformity in the pronunciation 
of the Latin letters. 

170. The following table contains the OE. consonants, 
arranged according to their phonetic relations : 

Labials. Dentals. Palatals. Gutturals. 

r Semi-vowels 



.... 



w 




eMi) 






r,l 






m 


n 


n' 


n 


P 


t 


c' 


c 


b 


d 


g* 


s 


f 




h' 


h 


f(u,b) 


9 (» 


g' 





Sonorous J T 
Consonants i Ll ^ u,d8 

I Nasals 

0 . ( Surd . . 

Sonorous < 
Consonants I Sniranta ) ^ urQ ' * 



Accordingly, a double or triple pronunciation of the 
following letters is here assumed : 

1) of f, V, b, as surd and as sonant spirant ; 

2) of b, as sonant stop and sonant spirant ; 

3) of g, as semi-vowel, sonant stop, and sonant spirant ; 

4) of n, as dental, palatal, and guttural nasal ; 
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5) of all the letters standing for the so-called gut- 
turals, these having also a palatal pronunciation ; such 
palatal pronunciation is indicated above by the addition 
of ' to the usual letter. 

A. SONOROUS CONSONANTS. 

1) The Semi-vowels. 
w. 

171. w, here substituted for the Runic character we*n, 
the usual symbol employed in the manuscripts, repre- 
sents the sound of English w ; or, in other words, w is 
a u discharging the function of a consonant. 

Note 1. In the oldest texts the w£n is not yet employed, au being 
generally used to denote the sound in question : uuer, uueg, uurot, 
clauue, suualuue, etc. ; sometimes simple u, the latter being especially 
common in North.: tier, uoeg, sualue; otherwise the employment of 
u for w is chiefly limited to the combinations described in 172. 3. At 
times we even find wu, like North, wurlotto for wrioto, etc. 

Note 2. German editors and grammarians often follow the example 
of Grimm in representing the Runic sign w€n by v. This is objec- 
tionable, because it thus becomes impossible to discriminate between 
w and the labio-dental spirant v (194). 

172. w occurs initially 

1) before all vowels: w£t, wot; wer, man; wine, 
friend ; word, word ; wund, wound ; wyrd, fate ; 

2) in the combinations wr, wl : wrftan, write ; wrtft, 
elephant's trunk ; wlftan, see ; wlonc, proud, etc. ; 

3) in the combinations cw, hw, dw, ffw, tw, sw: 
cweffan, sat/; hw£, who; dweorg, dwarf; ffw^an, 
wash; tw£, two ; swefan, sleep. 

Note. The loss of an initial w occurs in the negative forms of some 
verbs : n&t, nytan, nysse (420. 1), nyllan (42a note 2), naes, nt&ron 
(427. 3) ; otherwise only occasionally before u, in uton, for and beside 
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the interjection wuton ; cucu, n&uht, betuh, betux, from cwncu, 
n&wuht, betwuh, betwux (71) ; ealneg, ealnig, from calne weg; 
finally, in hti, how, t&, two (324. 2), from *hw6, *tw6. In North, 
also before oe : ceg, coern, for woeg, way, cuoern, quern. 

173. Medially, w holds its place before all vowels 
except u without change : sawan, sawe, spiwian, spi- 
wode. It disappears before u, and thus frequently gives 
rise to contractions, as in 6a, 9r£a, clea, etc. (ill if.), 
or re^m from reowun (396). However, w is sometimes 
restored before u, following the analogy of other forms, 
as in clawu, suwu, sow, sawun, r£owun, seowun, etc. 

Note 1. Ecthlipsis of w in the weak verbs whose stems end in rw 
(405. 5) appears to belong not to OE. in particular, but to Primitive 
Germanic. For &, ssfe, etc., cf . 174. 3. 

Note 2. Conversely, w is sometimes inserted to prevent the hiatus 
which would otherwise result between u and a following inflectional 
vowel: ruh, gen. rawes (for rn-es, 295. note 1). 

174. w is originally not allowed to stand as the final 
of a syllable. 

1) After a short vowel it is vocalized, and contrac- 
tion then supervenes : cf. nom. Ceo, cneo, from * ffe-u, 
*cne-u, for *o"ewo, *cnewo (according to 113; 130; 
cf. also 73) ; but Wow, cii^ow also occur, being formed 
upon the analogy of the inflected forms which have 
medial w. 

2) After consonants it is vocalized to u (o). The latter 
always remains as the final of a word : cf. the nom. acc. 
sing, of wo- and westerns, like bearu, searu, beadu 
(249; 259), and the adj. gearu (300) . Likewise in the de- 
clension and comparison of adjectives : cf. acc. gearone, 
gen. dat. sing. fern, gearore, gen. plur. gearora (3O0), 
comp. gearora (307), for *gearwne, etc. Analogy often 
leads to the restoration of the w in a medial position : 
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cf. preterits like hierwde, sierwde, from hierwan, 
sierwan (405. 5) ; derivatives like nierwff (255. 3), based 
upon nearo, nearwes, etc. 

3) After long vowels and diphthongs there seems to 
be a total disappearance of the w : a, <5, aye (Goth, aiw); 
hr&, hrse, corpse (Goth, hraiw) ; sna, snow (Goth, 
snaiws) ; ae, law; sae, sea (Goth, saiws). Not infre- 
quently, however, the w of the other forms is intro- 
duced : hraw (hrsew), sew, snaw; this takes place almost 
invariably after diphthongs, as in gl£aw (63), hreow 
(64) , and in the interior of a word when there is syncope 
of a middle vowel, as in sawle (likewise saule), from 
sawol, soul; meowle (Goth, mawiltf, 73. note 1); in 
derivatives like hreowsian, rue, from * lireuwistfn ; 
especially in inflected forms, as in sp^wflf, cnsewff, from 
sp6wan, cnAwan ; lsewde from lrfswan, etc. 

Note 1. Under these circumstances the manuscripts often substitute 
u for w: B&ule, sn&u; more rarely after diphthongs, as in late'au, 
hriou of the Kent. Gl. = WS. -t^ow, hriow. 

Note 2. In tfe, s^fe, the contracted form of the nom. acc. sing, has 
become the norm for the whole declension. 

Note 3 (on 171-174). For the effect of w upon neighboring 
sounds see 71-73; 156. 

Note 4. For f instead of final w see 192. note 4. 

j. 

175. The manuscripts have no sign appropriated to 
the semi-vowel j (i.e., i when consonantal in function), 
but denote it now by the vowel sign i and now by g. 

l) i occupies the initial position in foreign words like 
Iohannes, Iudeas; in genuine OE. words it occurs 
rarely, and almost exclusively before u : M, iungr (74) . 
As a medial it is more common : heries, nerian, etc., 
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though in such instances the i is perhaps to be regarded 
as vocalic, or as standing for ij : he^ri-es, or he^ri-jes 
(cf. 2, below). 

Note. The i of the 2d class of weak verbs (411 ff.) must probably, 
in the great majority of instances, be considered as vocalic, even where 
it is preceded by a short syllable, as in wunlan, macian, or fr$mlan, 
9e,nlan (400. note 2). * 

2) g is by far the more usual sign. Initially it appears 
only before i, e, y, since j unites with any other vowel 
to form one of the diphthongs ie, ea, eo (74) : gif, giet 
(gyt), ge, g£ar, geong, etc. (but also gi in giung, etc., 
cf. l, above). Medially it occurs also before guttural 
vowels: hergas, hergum, nergan. Instead of the simple 
g we often find ig (eg), and before a even ige: heriges, 
herigas, herigeas, n$rig(e)an ; yet this combination is 
perhaps intended to denote the sounds ij (cf. l, above). 
As a final, g is rare, and is only met with after a long 
vowel: leg, island; Meg, hay ; cfeg, imp. call (cf. also 
24. note). 

176. Germanic j is regularly preserved only when 
initial ; when medial, only occasionally between vowels, 
as in frfgea, Lord (beside fr£a, Goth, frauja) ; frfge, 
nom. plur. masc. of fr£o, free ; fr^ogan, liberate ; cie- 
gan, call, etc.; and after a short vowel + consonant 
(i.e., according to 228, after a short vowel + r) : nerian, 
herian, werian, heries = Goth, nasjan, hazjaii, war- 
jan, liar j is. 

177. On the contrary, older medial j is always lost 
after a long closed syllable. This rule applies not only 
to Germ, j, but also to Germ, i before a vowel (inter- 
changing with j, according to 45. 8). Whenever this i 
did not become final (130. note) it was changed in 
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Primitive OE. (apparently rather late) to j, and thus 
coincided with the older j, and disappeared under the 
same circumstances as the latter. Examples are : 

a) older j in verbs like siellan, scieppan, settan, 
lecgan (400), for *salljan, *skappjan, etc., OS. senian, 
scej>pian, settian, le^gian, for Goth, saljan, etc. (228) ; 
likewise in nouns like secgr, cynn (246), sibb (257) ; 

b) older i in forms like hierdes, -das, -da, -dum, 
rfces, -cu, -ca, -cum (246), bende, -a, -um (257) ; and in 
verbs like d£man (403), for *hirdies, *r£kies, *bandia, 
*ddmian, etc. 

Note. Unequivocal traces of the former presence of j, 1 after a 
syllable, arc the i-umlaut, the palatalization of preceding gutturals 
(206. 6), and the West Germ, gemination (228). 

2) The Liquids. 
r. 

178. 1) The OE. r was probably the cerebral or in- 
verted r still heard in Kent and the western counties of 
England, and common in America. It was pronounced 
with the tip of the tongue strongly recurved and ap- 
proximated to the hard palate, for on this supposition 
alone is it possible to account for the OE. breaking 
before r (79). 

2) r is of frequent occurrence as initial, medial, and 
final ; less frequently is it geminated, as 

a) in f eorran, far ; dfirran, remove ; steorra, star ; 
cierran, turn ; cf. Goth, f airra, stairro, etc. ; 

b) in ierre, angry ; flFyrre, withered; mierran, pre- 
vent ; durran, dare ; cf . Goth. * airzeis, paursus, marz 
jan, daursan (181. 2) ; 
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c) resulting from syncope, as in wserra, comp. of 
waer, wary, etc. The r is not subject to gemination 
before j (228). 

179. Medial r often undergoes metathesis : 

1) r preceding a vowel has a tendency to change 

positions with it when the latter is followed by nn or 

by ^combinations : iernan, run; beornan, burn; burna, 

fountain; hors, horse; forsc, frog; fersc, fresh; fferscan, 

thirst; berstan, burst; iierst, time (cf. Goth, rin nan, 

brinnan, etc.) ; before a single s only in grsers, grass ; 

before dd in LWS. bird, beside brld(d) ; North. 3ird(d)a, 

third ; before tS in -ferff for -friff in proper names like 

TldfertT, Htinferff, along with Tfdfriff, etc. To these 

examples may be added cornuch, cornuc, crane; and 

scruf, beside scurf, scurf. 

Note. Here belongs also aern, house (= Goth, razn, cf. OE. rassn), 
which may stand for *raenn, with assimilation of the spirant z (s) 
to n. For the relation of metathesis to breaking see 79. note 2. 

2) The converse of the metathesis already described 
takes place before ht in the North, frohtian, fear, 
fryhtu, fright, beside forhtian, fryhtu ; breht, bright, 
and its derivatives, beside berht. In the other dialects, 
-breht, -briht seems to occur only as the second element 
of compound proper nouns, as in Cteolbreht. 

180. r is generally stable, whatever its position in 
the word. For syllabic r see 139. Isolated examples of 
ecthlipsis are: specan, spsec (at first probably Kentish), 
for and beside sprecan, speak, sprsec, speech ; p&tig for 
pr£tig, tricky ; North, wixla, exchange, beside wrixla ; 
Ps. gre^ndebyrdan, $ndebyrdnis, cf. North, greendebred- 
nian, OE. onbryrdnls, inbryrdan, etc. Assimilation 
of lr to 11 in s£lla, for and beside selra comp. (307); 
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of sr to ss in laessa, simplified in wiersa, wyrsa (312), 
Goth, wairsiza, <7isse pron. (338). In these examples 
r always springs from z (181. 2) ; but cf. also asses, etc. 
(336), from *tisres. 

Note. For the loss of final Germanic z see 182. 

181. OE. r is of twofold origin. It corresponds 

1) to Germ, r, as in rice, rscdan, bringan, beorgan, 
wer (Goth, reiki, reclan, briggan, bairgan, wair). 
This r may occur in any part of a word. 

2) to Germ, z, partly retained in Goth, as z, and 
partly represented by s: mara, greater ; eare, ear; her- 
ian, praise ; nerian, save (Goth, maiza, austf, bazjan, 
nasjan). Then especially in grammatical interchange 
with s: ceosan, ceas, curon, coren (233 ff.). Likewise 
in the combinations rz, as in ierre, etc. (178. 2, J), and 
zd: reord, speech; bord, treasure (Goth, razda, buzd). 

182. This r from z is restricted to the medial position, 
for initial z did not exist in Germanic, and originally 
final z is always lost in OE., whether belonging to 
inflectional or derivational forms. Under the head of 
inflectional endings belongs, for example, the Germ, z 
(Goth, s) of the nom. sing., that of many gen. sing, and 
nom. acc. plur., the s of the 2d sing, opt., both pres. 
and pret., that of various pronominal forms, etc.; as 
examples may be cited the nominatives be, bwa (Goth, 
is, bwas), plur. we, ge, ?Fa* (Goth, weis, jus, ]hSs) ; the 
datives me, ffe (Goth, mis, Jms). To the class of deri- 
vational forms belong especially 

a) the comparative adverbs ma, bet, leng, etc. (323), 
Goth, mais, batis, laggis ; 

b) the nom. sing, of the os-, es-stems (288 ff.), like 
sige, bere, lomb, cealf, Goth, sigis, bariz-, etc. 
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Note. Where an OE. r appears in place of an originally final z, it 
is in consequence of a reinsertion from polysyllabic forms ; so in forms 
like sigor, lombor, etc., compared with slge, Iqmh (289 ff.). 

L 

183. The OE. 1 must (disregarding possible palatal- 
ization before i, j) have had a twofold pronunciation: 
first, that of an ordinary 1 ; and secondly, a pronuncia- 
tion nearly or quite guttural, wherever it caused break- 
ing of a preceding vowel (80 ff.). Upon what this 
difference of sound depends has as yet not been 
determined ; yet it would that the phonetic en- 
vironment was not the only factor concerned (note, for 
example, the difference between siellan and tellan, 
80. note 2 ; 158. 2) . 

1 may occur in any part of a word, is frequently gem- 
inated, and often vocalic (140). 

Metathesis of 1 takes place in seld for setl, bold for 
botl, spald for spatl (cf. 202. 2) ; and likewise in the 
proper names ending in -gils from -gfsl, as well as in 
the suffixes -els from -isl, and -life, -elfe, from -ifli. To 
these may be added occasional did from tfdl, disease; 
and g£alh for g£agl, jaw. 

3) The Nasals. 
m, n. 

184. m denotes the labial, and n, in conformity with 
Latin usage, not only the dental, but also the guttural 
and palatal nasal, — the latter, however, only when it 
stands immediately before one of the gutturals, c, g. 
m and dental n are found in all positions, are frequently 
geminated, and occasionally vocalic (141 ff.). 
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The occurrence of nasals is subject only to the fol- 
lowing restrictions : 

185. Before the surd spirants f, ff, and s, there is a 
loss of m and n, accompanied by a lengthening of the 
preceding vowel; older a, OE. 9 (65), is thus converted 
into 6 (66). Examples are: 

1) of the loss, of m: fff, five, Goth, fimf; the adv. 
sdfte, soft, comp. s£ft, 323 (OHG. samfto) ; tfsle, ousel 
(OHG. amsala) ; 

2) of the loss of n : g6s, goose, plur. gre\s ; h<Ss, troop ; 
dffer, other ; t6tf, tooth, plur. t4Q ; £st, favor ; slff, jour- 
ney; lis, us; htisl, housel; coffe, could; mritF, mouth; ^st, 
storm; w^scan, wish (Goth. *gans, hansa, anpar, etc.). 

Note 1. The length of the vowel is established by occasional gemina- 
tion : Suutanglorum, Cod. Dipl., a.d. 736 ; Cuutferthl, a.d. 755-757 ; 
Cuutfert, a.d. 707 ; sllth, a.d. 806-831. In later documents accents 
often occur. 

Exceptions to the foregoing are : 

a) the 2d sing, const, monst (422 ff.) ; a few foreign 
words like pinsian, weigh ; 

b) all words in which m, n + spirant have been 
brought into juxtaposition by the syncope of a vowel, 
like ffrims, a coin (OHG. drimissa) ; winster, left 
(OHG. winistar); and especially derivatives in -sian 
(OHG. -istfii), like grimsian, rage ; clsensian, cleanse; 
minsian, diminish. 

Note 2. No n occurs in OE. before h, the guttural surd spirant, for 
in this position it was already lost in Germanic. That under these 
circumstances the n first caused nasalization of the preceding vowel, 
and that as a result older anh became 6h, has already been stated 
(45. 5; 67). Examples of ih, uh, from inh, unh, are : the verb tfeon, 
from *ffihan (383), part, ffungen (234); the pret. ffuhte, from 
ffyncan (407. a) ; uhte, uht, dawn (Goth. uhtw6). 
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Note 3. The spelling onswini of the Collingham Cross (Stephens, 
1. 390) may simply denote a nasal pronunciation of the o. 

186. Final n of an inflectional ending is suppressed 
in North., particularly in the infinitive (363), the 1st 
plur. opt. (361), and the weak declension (276). The 
n is retained, however, in the pret. ind. (364). In the 
remaining dialects, inflectional n is lost only in the 1st 
and 2d plur. before the pronouns we, ge (360). 

Note. In late texts the final n of the preposition on is frequently 
lost when it occurs in a compound word or stereotyped phrase, and the 
prefix then appears as a: abtitan, amang, aweg, ariht, adrsedan, 
af6n, etc. ; o is occasionally found, as in omiddan, oniht. In LWS. 
medial n disappears from the r cases of min, 9in, and more rarely an : 
mire, mira, m£ra, ffyrae, are. The LWS. forms ollunc, olluncges, 
etc., are developed from original Qndlong, through an intermediate 
q along. Final mn is frequently simplified to m : thus em- for emn-, 
from efo, equal; hraem, hrem for hrsemn, from h.r«efn, raven, etc. 
Similarly pn becomes p in wsepman for wsepnman. The n is lost 
in elboga for elmboga (elnboga), and wolc for wolcn. 

Final n after g, c, frequently undergoes metathesis: thus seng, 
freng, reng, beng, tanc, for segen, standard; frsegn, asked; regn, 
rain ; }>egn, thane ; tacn, token. 

Medial n undergoes metathesis in clsesnlan for clsensian (North, 
clsensia). Metathesis of m is found in worms for worsm, pus. In 
one instance nybVe occurs for nymffe, Vesp. Ps. 194. 33. 

187. Interchange of m and n. Final m of an inflec- 
tional syllable is changed to n in later OE., and indeed 
now and then in the Cura Past., especially after an un- 
accented syllable, as in the dat. plur. dagon for dagum, 
or in the dat. sing. masc. and neut. and the dat. plur. 
of the adjective gddon (gtfdan) for gtfdum ; also in the 
pron. tf&n for 9dm (337). 

Note. Before labials in compound words n rarely becomes m, as in 
Humberht for Hunberht, etc. 
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B. NON-SONOROUS CONSONANTS. 

1) Labials. 
P. 

188. p is the smooth labial. It is rare as an initial 
in Germanic words: pseff, path, prid, garment, plega, 
play ; but more frequent in foreign words like pund, 
pound, pfl, arrow, pytt, pit. On the other hand, it is 
common in the medial and final positions : helpan, help, 
weorpan, cast, scearp, sharp, wsepen, weapon; and is 
frequently geminated, as in up(p), up, topp, top, loppe, 
flea, seppel, apple, scieppan, create. 

» 

189. p always remains unchanged; only pn some- 
times becomes mn in wcemn, w&mnian from wsfepen, 
weapon; wsepnian, arm. 

Note. For the change of p to f before t in Germ, see 232, and for 
the metathesis of sp to ps see 205. 3. 

b. 

190. In the majority of texts b is the sign for the 
middle sonant labial. It occurs in the simple form 
initially: bindan, bind, bringan, bring, bltfd, blood; in 
the medial and final positions as a geminate : habban, 
have, libban, live, web(b), web, sib(b), kin; and in the 
combination mb: lomb, lamb, cumbol, standard, sym- 
bel, banquet. When medial or final, simple b is re- 
placed by f : habban, 2d and 3d sing, hafast, hafaff; 
webb, web, but wefan, weave ; hebban, heave, pret. h<5f, 
part, hsefen. 

Note. In the main, b is stable ; only rarely is there a change of 
final b to p, as in lamp, Kent. 61., and total disappearance in ym-, 
em-, around, when the latter is used as a prefix. 
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191. In the oldest texts (especially Ep.) b also desig- 
nates the sound of a sonant spirant, either labial or 
labio-dental. It was then pronounced like the English v, 
a sound which was afterwards represented by f (192. 2 ; 
cf. also 194) ; so, for example, in obaer, hebuc, halbae, 
earbed (Ep.), giaban, lildbard (Cod. Dipl.); even as a 
final: gloob, hualb, salb (Ep.), gib, ob (Cod. Dipl.), etc., 
for ordinary WS. ofer, beafuc, healfe, earfod-, giefan, 
httford, gldf, hwealf , sealf , gif , of. 

f. 

192. f has a twofold character, as standing for the 
surd and for the sonant labio-dental spirant, English 
f and v. 

1) It is uniformly a surd spirant when initial, as in 
faeder, father, findan, find; when geminated in the 
medial position, as in wofflan, rage, snoffa, nausea (Lye), 
the proper names Offa, Yffe, Wuffa, and the foreign 
word offrian, offer; in the combinations ft and fs, like 
hseft, captive, gesceaft, creature, raefsan, censure; and 
no doubt originally whenever it corresponds, as a medial 
or final, to Germ, f, as in wulf, wolf, flf, five. 

2) On the other hand, it is usually a sonant spirant 
in the medial position, whenever it does not occur in 
one of the combinations ff, ft, fs : e.g., ofer, over; grie- 
fan, give ; hl6ford, lord ; earfoff, labor ; sealfian, anoint. 
It then corresponds to Germ. 6, Goth, b, OHG. b ; in 
the earliest OE. texts b and u are found as its substi- 
tutes (191; 194). 

Note 1. The use of f for the sonant spirant is still comparatively 
rare in Ep. ; but by the ninth century f comes more and more to be 
used for the v-sound. 

Note 2. Gemination of the sonant spirant v does not occur in OE., 
its place being taken by bb ; see 190. 
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Note 3. In nt&bre, febres (febbres), b for f occurs as late as the 
Cura Past. (cf. 191). 

Note 4. Not till a very late period does f occur for final w : bif- 
cund, familiar ; gehlof, bellow; gleof, glowed; hl£f, cairn; and even 
once for medial w : stanhifet, stonequarry. 

193. Except for the interchange with b (191) and 
v (194), f is tolerably stable in OE. Exceptions are as 
follows.: 

1) In the oldest texts pt sometimes represents the 
usual ft : scaept, shaft, cdscaept, palingenesis, gidopta, 
comrade, the Epinal forms of scaeft, edscsef t, giffofta ; 
but side by side with these occur sif tit, sifts, nift, niece, 
etc. (cf. 221. note 1). 

2) fn (with sonant f) frequently passes into mn, 
especially when medial, and more particularly in later 
OE. (cf. 189) : emne, even, stemii, voice, stacnm, stem, 
from efne, stefne, staefn ; so likewise LOE. wimmaii, 
plur. wlmmen, from wffmon, woman. 

Note. This change does not take place in the verb lofnan, efnan, 
and rajfnan, perform, presumably because the f is a surd. 

V. 

194. In foreign words like Dauid, Eue, Leui, v, or 
rather u, denotes the sound of the Latin v, identical 
with the OE. sonant labio-dental spirant ; hence these 
words are also occasionally written Efe, (gen.) Lrefes, 
(but not Ewe). 

In OE. words u is employed in the earlier period to 
represent the semi-vowel w (171) ; very seldom to 
denote the sonant labio-dental spirant, as in Auene 
(proper noun), yuel, selua, for Afene, yfel, self a. The 
employment of u for f is not common until the Middle 
English period. 
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2) Dentals. 
t. 

195. t always stands for the smooth dental, and is com- 
mon in all positions : ttftr, tooth ; tr£o, tree ; t£n, ten ; 
etan, eat; heorte, heart; wat, wot. It is frequently 
geminated, as in sceat(t), sceattes, money ; s$ttan, set; 
hluttor, clear ; hatte, is called (367) ; gr^tte, greeted, 
etc. For the combinations ft, st, ht, see 232 ; cf. also 

193. 1; 221. note 1. 

196. t is almost without exception stable. Only in 
EWS. (especially in the Hatton manuscript of the Cura 
Pastoralis) does st very frequently change to stf, par- 
ticularly in the termination of the 2d sing. pres. ind. : 
fftt giefesff, hilpesft, etc., — but also in words like faesff, 
fast, dtisff, dust, waesftm, growth, affrfsffrigan, obscure* 
was?)F, knowest; superlatives like msfesff, most, serestT, 
erst, etc. 

Note 1. Ecthlipsis of t sometimes takes place in consonant combi- 
nations, especially after h, s : drohnlan, ffrisnes, faesnlan, genihsum, 
for drohtnian, ffristnes, feestnian, genihtsum. At a subsequent 
period t is sometimes inserted between s and 1, in mistlic for misllc, 
the oldest example noted being in a charter of a.d. 831 : elmestlicast, 
Cod. Dipl., 1. 295. 

Note 2. For OE. st for b9 see 202. 5 ; for t, tt, from t», dlflf, 202. 3. 

d. 

197. d is the sign for the middle dental, and corre- 
sponds, as a rule, to the Gothic d. It may occur in any 
position, and is subject to gemination: dreg, day; 
drtfan, drive; dweorg, dwarf; eald, old; eardian, 
dwell ; biddan, request, etc. 

Only in very ancient manuscripts does d stand for 
5, p (199. note). 
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198. d is generally stable, but the following facts are 
to be noted : 

1) d experiences grammatical change with ff, p (234). 

2) Id corresponds in part to Goth. Id, as in ceald, 
cold, healdan, hold, and in part springs from an older 

Iff (202. 2). 

3) ldl becomes 11 in siellic, peculiar (Goth, sildalelks), 
and likewise occasionally in North, ballice, boldly, 
monigfallice, seofon fall ice, manifold, sevenfold, for and 
beside -baldlice, -faldlice. 

4) Before and after surds d becomes t : 

a) e.g., in the 2d sing. pres. ind., as in bintst, stentst 
(359. 2), from bindan, stondan ; milts, sympathy, 
miltsian, compassionate (likewise with ecthlipsis of t: 
mils, milsian), from milde ; gitsian, covet (often written 
with ds in the Cotton Ms. of the Cura Past.), with 
which compare Goth, gaidw, want ; and in compound 
words like m^tsceat, antsacodon, tfesuntfulnes (Cura 
Past.), for m6d-, and-, gesund-. Yet the spelling is 
often conformed to the etymology : bindst, milds, 
mildsian. For t from dff see 202. 3. 

b) particularly in the weak pret. and past part, of 
verbs with long stems, like scencte, fecte (405. 2). 

5) After consonant + d, t, there is a loss of d, as in 
pret. sende, £hte, from sendan, elitan (405. 4). 

Note 1. Final d has disappeared in proclitic 911- from ond, as in 
Qnf6n, receive; ongietan, understand ; qnsacan, oppose ; cf. Qndfenga, 
receiver; qndgiet, intellect; ondsuca, opponent, etc. This led to occa- 
sional substitution of and- for a quite different on-, an-, in words like 
andcleowa, andweald, andwealhnys. 

Note 2. d is sometimes inserted between n and 1, as in endlufon 
and numerous adjectives like hwilendlic, ondrysendlic, forgyf- 
endlic. 
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199. The two letters tf and b originally denote with- 
out distinction the interdental spirant which is now 
represented in Eng. by th (cf. 201). In the course of 
this work we propose to follow the best older Mss. 
(like Cura Past., Ps.), which more or less uniformly 
employ tf. 

Note. In the oldest texta there is scarcely any trace of either 
character ; Ep. has but a very few examples of either, and the same is 
true of the oldest charters. The earliest dated tf (pae$) has been 
found in a charter of Wihtrsed of Kent, a.d. 700-716; the earliest 
dated b (aelfj>ryff) in a charter of Coenwulf of Mercia, a.d. 811; but 
throughout the whole of the ninth century b is but sparingly employed. 

Instead of if, )>, the oldest texts generally employ th in the 
initial position : thorn, thegn ; very rarely d, as in gidopta, Ep. 105, 
modgidanc, Beda's Death Song; in the medial position, th and d: 
lotha, loda, Ep., aethil-, aedil-, Cod. Dipl. (in lieu of 99 is written 
thth, tht : aeththae, othte, or); in the final position for the most 
part th : inearth, laath, hrioslth, snluuith, Ep., but sometimes t : 
slftit, faehlt, strldit, Ep., Cuutfert, Cuutferth, Sutangll, Cod. Dipl. 

200. ff, b, may occur in any position, and both may 
undergo gemination : 9ingr, thing; tfri, three; ffwingran, 
force; weorffan, become; morff, murder; oflFflfe, or; 
scetf&an, injure ; siffffan, since ; or bing, bri, weorban, 
obbe (oSFbe, obffe), etc. 

Note. For ffff the North, has htf in mohffe, mohtfa, moth. 

201. The b of Germanic represented only a surd 
spirant, and this pronunciation must be postulated as 
the original one in the case of OE. tf, p. Yet it is quite 
possible that the original sound had already been dif- 
ferentiated in OE. into surd and sonant, the sonant 
occurring only between voiced sounds (cf. 192. 2; 204). 
In favor of this view may be adduced 
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1) the spelling of the oldest Mss., which employ the 
medial d (199. note) ; 

2) the retention of the group ffd (202. 4; 405. 3) ; 

. 3) the passage of Iff into Id (with middle sonant, 
202. 2). 

202. With regard to the changes of ff the following 
observations apply : 

1) ff undergoes grammatical change with d (234) ; 

Note 1. Ps. North, have 6fSr, vein, fremffc, stranger, for WS. fifedr, 
fremde. 

2) older \p passes into Id : beald, bold ; wllde, wild ; 
gold, gold ; hold, gracious ; wuldor, glory (Goth, balps, 
wilpeis, gulp, etc.). Occasionally Iff occurs, but ex- 
clusively in the oldest documents : halff, ohaelffi, spilff, 
Ep. ; Balthhaeardi, Cod. Dipl., A.D. 732 ; Baltbhardi, 
a.d. 740. The Iff which is due to syncope suffers no 
further change: fielff, falls ; gesaelffu, success, etc. 

3) Older ffl, when occurring in a long stem, is changed 
to dl : nsedl (Goth. ne>la) ; wtfcdl (* w^tbla) ; midl 
(OHG. mindil, *Goth. min)>l) ; ddl (Ps. riffl). 

Note 2. The forms bold, geld (setfl), and sp&ld (sp&ffl), are 
peculiar to North., standing for WS. botl, edifice; setl, scat, throne; 
and sp&tl, spittle. 

4) tff ftnd dff become tt, which is simplified when 
final and when following a consonant : 

a) ffaette, that, for ffaet ffe (so looser combinations 
like ffaettri, ffaettaet, from ffaet ff£, ffaet ffaet) ; bit, it(t), 
from *bltff > *itff (359. 3). 

b) dferm^tto, arrogance; £affm6tto, humility; w6a- 
m£tto, grief; ldttlow, leader ; mitt^, while ; gesyntu, 
health; br^tofta, spousals ; gesc^ntu, shame; verbal 
forms like bit, bint (359. 3) ; for * ofermtfdffu, etc., 
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liid<T6ow, mid tff, *gesyndfFu, br^d)?ofta, gescendffu 
(255. 3), *bfdff, etc. The spelling is at times conformed 
to the etymology, as in 14tJ>eow, lddteow, and such 
forms are the regular ones when the t. d, and tS belong 
to different words. 

Note 3. The assimilation of initials and finals is not carried out 
with entire consistency until the date of the Ormulum. See an article 
by F. A. Blackburn in Am. Journal of Philology, vol. iii. pp. 46-58. 

5) Tfd (with sonant <0F? 201. 2), is mostly preserved, 
and does not pass into dd till a late period (405. 3). 

6) sty becomes st, though the etymological spelling 
often holds its ground as sff: so in the verbs cfest, 
wiext, side by side with cfesff, wiexff (395. 5); in abstract 
nouns ending in -?Fu, like metelfestu, lack of food; rece- 
lfestu, recklessness ; also when final s and initial tf come 
together in the 2d sing, of the verb, as in hilpestu, 
bafastu (from hilpes ffu, bafas flu), from which the 
later and usual forms of the 2d sing, in -st are then 
deduced (357). 

Note 4. For WS. sft from older st see 196. 

7) Tfs is often retained: bltfFs, bliss; blffisian, rejoice; 
lifts, mildness (perhaps only etymological spelling) ; but 
usually passes into ss : bliss, blissian, liss (with short 
vowel?) ; so also cwist (cwist), from cwiffest, cwiffst. 

s. 

203. s is one of the commonest sounds of OE., may 
occupy any position in the word, and is^also subject 
to gemination: sunu, son; sittan, sit; sceal, shall; 
sprecan, speak ; stondan, stand ; slsepan, sleep ; smael, 
small; snottor, wise; sweltan, die; medially and 
finally: ceosan, choose; wesan, be; fisc, fish; giest, 
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guest ; cosp, fetter ; cyssan, kiss ; assa, <m, etc. Com- 
bined with preceding c, h, it becomes x (209 ; 221. 2). 

204. The sound of Germ, s was that of a surd dental 
spirant ; and in like manner OE. s was at first, in all 
probability, a surd, as Germ, sonant z had either become 
r or been entirely lost (181 ff). However, it is not 
impossible that the modern Eng. change to a sonant 
spirant did already take place between voiced sounds 
in OE., as in preterits like lfesde, rsesde, from Mesan, 
rsfesan, contrasted with such as cyste from cyssan (405. 2 
and 201 ; but also 198. 4). 

205. Concerning the s it is especially to be observed : 

1) There is grammatical change between s and r 
(234). 

2) For the combinations st and ss from dental + t 
see 232 ; for st from so", 202. 5 ; so" from st, 196 ; ss from 
sr, 180, from o*s, 202. 6 ; for scl, sen, scm, instead of si, 
sn, sm, 210. 1. 

3) The combinations sc and sp, especially in later 
WS. and when medial, often undergo metathesis to cs 
(hs, but usually x) and ps : thus ascian, ask ; wascan, 
wash; asce, ashes; ftscas, fishes; tuscas, tusks ; often 
assume the forms acsian (ahsfan, axian), waxan, axe, 
fix as, tuxas. So also betwux, between (329) ; muxle, 
mussel, etc.; cosp and cops, fetter; cirpsian, crisp 
(cf. 179). 

Note 1. The sound of ts is sometimes, but very rarely, denoted by 
the letter z: bezt, best; mllz, grace; draconze, Lat. dracontea; 
North, bsezere (baedzere, bezera), Baptist. In North, it is sometimes 
represented by c : plaice, Lat. platea. Otherwise ts is retained, as in 
(gc)brytsena,yra£men< ; the foreign name Atsur, yEtsur (ON. Qzurr) ; 
palentse, palatixim ; dracentse, dracontea ; yntse, uncia ; though Adsur 
(Adzurus), dragense, yndse (ynse), do occasionally occur. 
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Note 2. The form fee(r)n appears to be peculiar to WS., and iren 
to the Anglian dialect. 

3) Gutturals and Palatals. 

206. In general. The letters c (k, q), g, h (x) repre- 
sent in OE. both gutturals and palatals. The latter 
seem to have been unknown in Germanic, which pos- 
sessed only a smooth guttural k, a surd spirant h (the 
German ch in ach), a sonant spirant g, and perhaps in 
certain cases a middle sonant g. 

These sounds were transferred to primitive OE. with- 
out change; medial h was still guttural, since it was 
capable of causing breaking (82 ff.) ; and neither c nor g 
hinders the occurrence of u-umlaut (106. 2; 107. 1; 162. 1), 
as would probably have been the case were they pro- 
nounced as palatals. In the course of time the original 
gutturals became palatals in certain situations, and 
these again affected the sounds in their vicinity in a 
particular manner. The more important of these results 
may be summed up as follows : 

1) Initial c, g, became palatal before the vowels ae, se 
(= Germ. e\ Lat. ri), older e, eo, ea, 6o, i, i (unstable 
y, ^), but remained guttural before guttural vowels, 
before ae from ai (90), before e* from 6 (94), stable y, & 
and consonants ; hence their effect upon e, se (74 ff.), 
but not on the other vowels. 

2) Initial sc shows a tendency to palatalization with- 
out regard to the following vowel (76). 

3) Initial h became a mere breathing, and underwent 
no other marked change. 

4) h final, and in the combinations hh, ht, and x 
( = bs) usually became palatal in the Ps. and North., 
as the palatal umlaut proves (162). Palatal influence 
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extends in WS. only to the hh, ht, and x which fol- 
low eo (101), more rarely to those which follow ea 
(thus hliehhan, nieht, mieht, though these words are 
also affected by i-umlaut). 

5) Medial c and g likewise tend to palatal pronuncia- 
tion. Consequently they prevent in WS. the occurrence 
of the u-umlaut of a and e (105 ff.), and cause palatal 
umlaut of io to i (101; 107) ; for their influence in the 
Ps. and North, see 162. This tendency, however, is not 
to be regarded as coincident with full palatalization, for 
the simple medial c and g are distinguished from the 
fully palatalized c, gr, due to older i, j, as well in OE. 
orthography as in the subsequent phonetic develop- 
ment of the language. 

6) Medial c and g, inclusive of the geminates cc and 
eg (207 ; 216) are changed to real palatals before older i, j 
(like initial c, gr, in 1 above), and retain this character 
even after the j has disappeared (177). To indicate the 
palatal pronunciation there is frequently an insertion 
of e (rarely i) before a, o : m&jeas, m£cca (246), s£cean, 
r^ccean, ftencean (407); fylgean (416. note 5), licgean 
(372), s$cgean (415), along with me'eas, meca, slcan, 
reccan, tfencan, fylgan, licgan, secgan; me^nigeo, 
str$ngeo, gefylceo, -cio (246), andfejugeost, beside 
menigo, str^ngo, gefylco, andf^ngost. In a similar 
manner, i is sometimes inserted before u : <5cium, dreii- 
cium, dr^ggium, side by side with £cum, drencum, 
dr^gum, etc. No such insertion takes place after sc. 

Note. The most trustworthy criterion for the complete palataliza- 
tion of c is the subsequent change of c' to ch. For palatal c in the 
initial position cf. Eng. chaff, cheese, cheap, churl, chew, child, 
chill = OE. ceaf, c&se, ceap, ceorl, ceowan, cild, cicle (cyle) ; but 
key, keel, keen, kin, king, kiss = OE. caeg, c&an, ce*ne, cyn, 
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eyning, cyssan, etc. ; for the medial position (with palatalization of 
I, J), rich, reach, teach, fetch = rice, raecean, tsecean, feccean; 
ch after i is more rare, as in which, such, ME. ich, adv. -lich, etc. 
Less evident is the palatalization in the case of g, sc ; yet it must be 
observed that Eng. dge regularly corresponds to OE. eg from gj 
(216 ; 228) : bridge, hedge = OE. brycg, hecg, etc. 

c (k, q; x). 

207. c is the character for the smooth guttural and 
the smooth palatal. It stands before all vowels, even 
e, i, y : casere, emperor, cosp, fetter, cliff, known, as 
well as cefer, beetle, ceald, cold, ceosan, choose, cild, 
child, cynn, kin ; medially, sacan, quarrel, swicol, decep- 
tive, sacu, quarrel, aecer, field, hticiht, curved; also 
geminated, sack, tfeccan, cover, etc. 

NoteI. For cw see 208; for ct instead of ht, 221. note 1; for 
ce, ci, as denoting the palatal c, 206. 6. 

Note 2. Now and then the Mss. write k for c: kennan, ke'ne, 
kneo, folkcs, acker, giok ; and likewise ck for cc : fficke. In WS. 
this k is found somewhat more frequently before y, or the i which has 
sprung from it (31) : kynn, kyning, kyne- in compound words (like- 
wise kining, king) for cynn, etc. Perhaps the k is intended to denote 
the guttural sound (206. 1). 

208. The soun3 of the Latin qu is generally denoted 
by cw, or, in the older texts, by cu: cwetfan, cwic, 
cwtimon, older cueflan, cuic, cutfmun. Only in isolated 
examples is the Latin qu employed as a substitute, 
as in quidu, qui 3a, quicae, Ep. ; QuoenffryflF, Cod. 
Dipl., a.d. 811 ; qu^mde, Blickling Glosses, and not in- 
frequently in the Corpus Glosses. 

209. For cs (originally due to the syncope of a 
vowel, or to metathesis of sc) x is usually found : 
rfxian, reign; eax, axe; axian, ask; axe, ashes (205. 3) ; 
betweox, between (329); for rfesian (OHG. rfchistfn), 
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acsian, etc. The latter forms, however, sometimes 
occur. 

Note 1. Instead of this x the scribes now and then write hs: 
dhsian, betweohs(n) (221. 2). 

Note 2. The sound of x is variously represented, not only by cs 
and hs, as above, but also by cx, hx, xs, cxs, hxs, gs. 

210. The following irregularities in regard to c are 
still to be noted : 

1) c is occasionally inserted in the combinations si, 
sm, sn : scleacnes, asclacad, Kent. Gl. 694, 696 ; scm<5g- 
ende, Ps. 118. 129; scnicenclan, Cura Past. 155. 17; 
sclat, carpebat Corp. 433 ; scluiicon, Ep. Alex. 320, etc. 

2) In the North, dialect final c often passes into h 
(written ch, and even g), especially in the conjunction 
ah, but, and the pronouns ih (as an enclitic likewise ig, 
as in saegdig, forgeldig, for sregde ic, forgeldo ic), 
meh (mech), fTeh, lisih (tksich, tisig), iuih (iuh), 332; 
ah instead of ac is also found in the other dialects. 

3) Medial c in North, is often written ch: folches, 
werches, wlonches, swenche, stenches, Rush. 2 

Note. For c in place of g see 215. 

ST- 

211 The letter g not only denotes the semi-vowel j 
(175. 2), but is also the symbol of a guttural, corre- 
sponding etymologically with the Goth. g. From the 
fact that this sound alliterates with OE. g = j, and 
that it occasionally interchanges with j and h, we are 
justified in inferring that it is to be regarded on the 
whole as a spirant, and not as a sonant stop. 

212. Initially, gr is a guttural spirant in the cases 
designated under 206. 1: galan, sing; gast, ghost; gold, 
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gold; guma, man; gylden, golden ; glaed, glad; gnorn, 
sorrow ; grafan, grave ; probably also before ae, as in 
aetgaedere, together. On the other hand, it is a palatal 
spirant before e, ca, eo, i : geldan, gieldan, yield; geaf, 
gave; geaf on, {they) gave ; glotan, pour; grift, gift, etc. 

Note. Change to J is shown by iarwan, Hush. 1 = WS. gierwan, 
North, gearwla (404. 5) ; likewise by Kent. Aethlllaeardi, Cod. Dipl., 
a.d. 732; Eaniardl, a.d. 778; iE&elieard, a.d. 805, for geard, etc. 

213. Medially and finally after vowels and r, 1, the 
pronunciation varies between guttural and palatal spi- 
rant, according to the principles laid down in 206. 5, 6 : 
regn, rain ; rignan, rain ; daeges, of a day ; lagu, sea ; 
drog, drew ; beorgan, conceal; belgan, grow angry. For 
ge as the representative of palatal g see 206. 6. 

Note. F or g after r, I, the digraph Ig is not infrequently employed 
when the combination is preceded by y or i: byrlg (284), 8ebylig<5\ 
anger ; myrigo", mlrlgS", mirth; fyllgan, ty1g&n,Jbllotr, etc. The g is 
frequently dropped from this combination, according to 214. 5 : fyllaft', 
fyliende, wyriaff, etc. A u is sometimes introduced, though but 
seldom, when u precedes : burug for burg (284). 

214. That g is a spirant in the positions named above 
will be manifest upon a consideration of the following 
changes : 

1) In the later documents g final passes more or less 
regularly into h after a long guttural vowel or r, 1, and 
after any long vowel when followed by a surd consonant 
which has been conjoined with it as a result of syncope : 
gdnoh, enough, blah, ring, stab, ascended, stttist, climbst, 
stfliff, climbs, for gentfg, blag, stag, stfgst, stigtf ; 
beorh, mountain, burh, borough, sorb, care, yrhffo, 
cowardice, for beorg, burg, sorg, iergffu ; less frequently 
when it ends a syllable and is followed by another con- 
sonant: ahhfcca and agla?ca, dfohla from diogol, gloomy. 
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Occasionally, too, g passes into h after short vowels: 
after palatal vowels in awaeh (&weh), weighed; after 
short a in the foreign word titlab, outlaw ; after short o 
in getob, spasm, hohful, careful; and before consonants, 
as in fublas, birds, fahnodon, rejoiced, oferwrohne 
(for oferwrogenne), clothed, etc. In the North, dialect 
this change occurs most frequently in an unaccentuated 
syllable, as in ffritib, sextib, sulnnih, for flFrftig, sextigr, 
synnig. 

This interchange of g and h is not to be confound- 
ed with the grammatical change of these two sounds 
(233 if.). Further proofs that OE. g is a spirant are 
afforded by the following equivalences. It is sometimes 
represented 

by gh : bdgb, shoulder ; dlagblan, dye ; ffwogh, 
tv ashed ; sldgb, slew; undernagh (for underhnagb), 
underwent ; brggb, eyelid ; ^aghffyrl, window ; 

b) by hg: 9w<Sbg, washed; gesttbg, ascended; ge- 
wehgen, proceeded ; wfliga, warrior ; onwrihgnes, rev- 
elation; br^bg, eyelid*, dfligol, secret; wtfbg, crooked; 
after 1 in onwealbg, whole; after r in burhg, city; 
beorhgan, defend; bearbg, temple; sorbg, sorrow; sorb- 
giende, sorrowing; morbgen, morning; fearnbeorbging. 
An assimilation of b — g to bb, hcb, cb, takes place in 
n£b(c)bebtir, -b^rin, neighbor ; in North, the combina- 
tion is represented by simple h : nlbebrir. 

Note 1. Occasionally, in later documents, h stands for g when 
medial between vowels: heretoha, dahum, mahan, for heretoga, 
dagum, magan. 

Note 2. For final g as a substitute for h see 223. note 1. 

2) When following a palatal vowel at the end of a 
syllable, g sometimes passes into i. This phenomenon 
is peculiar to Kentish, and a chief criterion of this 
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dialect. So already in Ep. gr£i, bodei; melhanda, 
Cod. Dipl., A.D. 831 ; clhwele, Deimund, a.d. 832 ; dei, 
A.D. 837; meiffhacl, Kent. Gl., etc., for bodeg, m£g, 
ggbwelc, deg, megffhacl. 

3) g often disappears after a palatal vowel, and when 
followed by one of the voiced consonants d, JF, n, 
the preceding vowel being simultaneously lengthened : 
msfeden, maiden, ssede, ges&d (416. note 3), l£de, gelid 
(402), br£dan, brandish, str&lan, dissipate (389), -h^dig, 
-minded, for saegde, l$gde, bregdan, stregdan, -hygdig, 
etc. ; tfffian, grant, for tig&ian ; ftlnian, serve, <Tfnen, 
handmaid, frfnan, inquire, rinan, rain, ong^an, against, 
for flFegnian, ftignen, frignan, rignan, ongeagn. Syn- 
cope of g likewise takes place before originally syllabic 
n : wsfen, wain, r£n, rain, tf6n, thane, for waegn, regn, 
tfegn (though these forms are perhaps due to the analogy 
of polysyllables like wsenes, r£nes, &£nes). Not till a 
later period do we now and then encounter syncope 
before 1, as in snsfel for snaegl, snail. 

Note 3. g is lost after a guttural vowel, as in fran, frunon, ge- 
frunen, from frinan, and brudon, broden, stroden, from bredan, 
stre'dan (389), but probably through the influence of the present 
forms with palatal vowels. 

Note 4. Ecthlipsis of g between consonants takes place in mornes, 
morne (merne), gen. dat. sing, from morgen, morn. 

Note 5. In LWS. g is frequently lost before ea in middaneard 
and wineard; this may perhaps indicate a spirant pronunciation of 
g, though the spelling may be due to confusion with the substantive 
eard. 

4) ige (from igi) is often contracted to i : fl, porcupine ; 
sflhearwan, Ethiopians; list, liest ; HQ, lies; gelfre, 
adultery, for igel, sigel-, ligest, ligeft, geligere. 

5) The ending -ig often loses its g, most frequently 
when medial, as in syndrie, hefie, liungrie, for syndrige, 



Digitized by 



THE CONSONANTS 



heflge, hungrige ; menio for menigo, multitude ; but 
also when final: sfeni, monifold, dysi (frequent in 
later texts). The accentuated medial ig occasionally 
undergoes a similar loss: drfe, dry ; dtlian, put to flight, 
for ditfge, dfligan. 

6) In like manner, ig is frequently contracted to 1 (i) 
when the first member of a compound word: stfrap, 
stirrup, stfwita, stfward, steward, from stfgrdp, stig- 
wita, stigweard ; wibed (with further change weobedd, 
weofod), altar, for wigbed, *wihbed. 

215. The combination ng retains its g unaltered, 
except that it is often replaced, when final, by -nc, -ncg, 
-ngc : Uuihtherinc, Cod. Dipl., A.D. 811 ; Cymesinc, 
A.D. 822 ; Thgodningc, A.D. 779 ; Casincg, Cillincg, 
A.D. 814 ; Sejeberhtincg, A.D. 814. This c, etc., even 
forces itself into the medial position: cynincges, A.D. 
814 ; swuluncga, gesQmnuncga3,Cod. Dipl., A.D. 805-831. 
Even egg occurs : Geddincggum, A.D. 825 ; Uuigincgga, 
a.d. 805-831. 

A similar change of medial ng to nc, when the com- 
bination is immediately followed by a surd, is not un- 
common when the juxtaposition is the result of vowel 
syncope : sprinctT, springs ; bryncff, brings ; strencff, 
strength ; Hencstes, beside Hengestes ; cf. lencten 
(lenten) for lengten, spring ; geancsumian, vex ; 
anxumnysse, anxiety. That the pronunciation was nc 
in such cases, even when ng was written, appears from 
the occasional substitution of ng for original nc : 
dring9, drinks; &ingp, seems, etc. 

Originally medial g is often written as c after the 
surd t: craeftca for crseftiga (even craefca, craeftica). 
Hence we must conclude that the g of the combination 
ng denoted the middle guttural. 
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Note. A geminated g, not arising from gj, occurs in trogg*,Jrog, 
dlagge, bell, sugga, motacilla ; rarely frocga, clucge, sucga. 

216. In place of geminated gr occurs eg, which is not 
simplified at the end of a word (225) ; before a (o) the 
latter is often written cge, before u rarely cgi, since eg 
was always developed from gj (228): secg, man, brycg, 
back, gen. sing, secges, lirycges, nom. plur. secgr(e)as, 
gen. secg(e)a, dat. secgrum (secgium); besides verbs like 
secg(e)an, %ay, licg(e)an, lie, etc. According to the 
orthography and subsequent phonetic development, the 
pronunciation of the group eg must be regarded as that 
of the geminated middle palatal. 

Note. Occasionally the manuscripts, especially the more ancient 
ones, have gg in the medial position, and even gc or gcg ; hrygge, 
dat. sing.; hyggean, think; s$ggan (s$gcan, s^gegan), etc.; more 
frequent is egg, especially in the older WS. Mss. 

h (X). 

217. Initial h is simply a breath. It occurs without 
limitation before vowels, and likewise in the combina- 
tions hi, lip, bn, hw, which are perhaps only to be 
regarded as the surd 1, r, n, w (like Eng. wh) : hlaf, 
loaf; bliebban, laugh; brsefn, raven; bring, ring; 
hnfgan, bow; hnut, nut; bwaet, what; hwft, white. 
Initial h disappears in nabban from ne babban (416. 
note 1). 

Note. In the older Mss. initial h is sometimes lost : aefde, w«t, 
ring, for hsefde, hwaet, hring ; and it is frequently lacking in the 
second syllable of compound proper names like Ealdelm, Eadelm, 
iElfelm ; and, conversely, there is now and then prothesis of h : hierre, 
h&meteg, Harlow, for ierre, sfemeteg, lare'ow. The pronunciation 
actually varies, however, only in the case of the verb hweorfan and 
its derivatives, and more frequently in that of hrraff, quick, adv. hraffe, 
which not only alliterate with h, but also with the w or r. 
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218. Simple medial h, as well as original hw, dis- 
appears when followed by a vowel. If two vowels thus 
collide, contraction usually takes place (110 ff. ; 166). 
Examples : 

a) After consonants : feorh, gen. feores, etc. (242) ; 
-feolan (387), representing Goth, filhan. 

b) After vowels : feoh, gen. teos (242) ; h£ah, plur. 
h6a (295. note 1), etc. ; and the contract verbs (373), 
like s£on, see, Goth, sailiwan, etc. 

Note. In the Epinal Gloss the h is still frequently retained : tli6hae, 
wl6hum, ryhae, furhum = WS. 96, wl6(u)m, r^o, furum. Certain 
late formations constitute an exception to this rule : htelhiht, full of 
corners ; horheht, phlegmatic, for older norweht. North, gen^hwla, 
approach, is probably another exception of the same kind. 

219. On the other hand, medial h, when geminated, 
and when followed by a consonant, is usually retained, 
and in these cases it is probably to be pronounced as a 
guttural or palatal spirant, like the Germ, cli in ach 
and ich. 

220. Geminated hh is not very common : geneahhe, 

sufficiently; teoh, gen. teohhe, order; teohhian, arrange; 

(h)reohhe, J- annus ; gehhol, Yule month (also greohol, 

geoh(h)el, glola) ; cahhetan, croak ; colihetan, cough ; 

crohha, saffron; pohha, pocket; wuhhung, rage; 

hliehhan (392) ; North, rentier (289), tsehher, tear. 

Note. The Mss. not infrequently have simple h instead of hh- ge- 
neahe, eher, hrcohc, wuhung, hlihan. Even at times ch ; hreoche 
(MM. Gr., 308. 6); scocha, lenocimum, Ep. ; and hch; Aehcha, Cod. 
Dipl., a.d. 700-715; teo(h)chian, Cura Past. 

221. The older combinations, ht (232) and hs, usually 
remain : 

1) ht is common : eahta, eight ; rieht, right ; 96hte, 
thought, and similar preterits (407) ; beorht, bright, etc. 
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Note 1. The oldest texts, perhaps on account of Latin influence, 
frequently have ct for ht: ambect, gifect, uuyrcta, Ep. ; meectl, 
dryctin, Caed. ; besides cht : ambechtae, sochtae, Ep. ; htt : Cyni- 
berhttae, Cod. Dipl., a.d. 736; Eanberhttae, a.d. 755-7; and chtt: 
almechttig, Ruthw. Simple ht is, however, to be found in charters 
of the beginning of the eighth century ; cht is found now and then in 
later OE. : betffechte, aelmlchtlg. For the interchange of ht and ct in 
preterits like OTrycte and ffryhte see 407. c. 

Note 2. Occasionally h is lost, particularly after r : fortlan, wyrta, 
for forhtlan, wyrhta. 

2) In place of older hs the manuscripts have x : feax, 
hair; weaxan, grow; meox, manure; siex, six; wriex- 
lan, change ; oxa, ox, for Goth, falis, wahsjan, maihstus, 
etc. ; rarely hx : meohx, etc. x and its substitutes are 
also occasionally employed to represent an hs resulting 
from vowel syncope: gesyxt (gesyxst), nlxta. 

Ecthlipsis of h has taken place in n£osian, visit (Goth, 
niuhsjan) ; ffisl, wagon pole (OHG. dfhsila, Corp. Jrfxl, 
Ep. dlsl) ; vvaestra, growth (from weaxan); North, sesta, 
seista, the sixth. 

Note 3. On x for cs see 209. 

222. l) Moreover, h ( = older h and hw) maintains its 
ground in WS. and Kentish whenever, in consequence 
of vowel syncope, it is immediately followed by a surd. 
The chief instances are superlatives like hfehsta, nfelista 
(310) ; abstract nouns ending in -ffu, like hfehffu, hight, 
f&htfu,feud (255. 3); and the 2d and 3d sing. pres. ind. of 
contract verbs, like tehst, f€htf from f6n (Goth, fdhan), 
siehst, sieh?F from s6on, Goth, saihwan (374) . Not till 
late was h occasionally lost before r : f erff, life, instead 
of ferhfT. 

2) On the contrary, h is assimilated before n and r : 
hganne, h^arre, -a (295. note 1), hferra (307) from 
h£ah; he'annis, height The h is frequently lost (or 
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gemination is simplified) not only before n and r, but 
also before w, m, and 1: bitweonum (Erf. bituichn, Ep. 
bituicn), between; hgane, h£are, heanis; lsfene, l£nan, 
lend (OS. lelini); £orisc, bulrush; eorod, troop (from eoh, 
horse) ; iwer, anywhere ; awffer, either ; fleam, flighty 
from * flauhmo ; l^oma, brightness, for leohma ; ^mest, 
highest, Goth. auhmists ; 9w£al, bath (Erf. thuachl, 
Corp. JThuehl); hgalic, high; n£alic, near; nlalsecean, 
approach; ftUsecean, fsel&cean, be at enmity; gremalic, 
greedy; plgolic, dangerous ; tolic, tough; even before b: 
H^aberht. Sometimes, however, the h is again intro- 
duced by analogy : heahne, hfehra, to correspond with 
h£ah, hiehsta, gemdhlic, ttfhlic, etc. 

For the quite different treatment of h in the Ps. and 
North, when followed by a surd, see 166. 5. 

223. Finally, h is always preserved at the end of a 
word : f eoh, cattle, money ; heah, high ; woli, wicked ; 
rtih, rough ; teoh, draw ; after consonants : sulh, plough ; 
Wealh, Welshman; feorh, life; furh, furrow. Likewise 
li for older hw, as in seah, saw, Goth, sahw, etc. 

Note 1. In the oldest texts the spelling is often ch : e.g., t(h)ruch, 
toch, elch, salch, thorch, Ep. ; even gch : misth&gch, Corp. ; sub- 
sequently it is now and then g (cf. 214. 1), as in >urg for ffurh. 

Note 2. Now and then an inorganic h appears at the end of a word, 
as in Moh, Jree, ^oh, yew, blloh, color, for fir^o, 6o, bl^o. This h is 
due to the example of such pairs as f6oh-f£os, h^ah-he'as (218). 
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The Old English Consonants in General. 

l) Changes when Final. 

224. Sonant stops and spirants seem to become surd 
when final, or when followed by a surd consonant; never- 
theless, the spelling which predominates is the etymo- 
logical, which assigns the same consonant to the end of a 
word as to the middle. Only of sporadical occurrence, 
and then for the most part in very ancient sources, are 
forms like lamp for lamb, Kent. Gl.; felt, Cod. Dipl., 
A.D. 692-3 ; Wulfhdt, Peohthat, A.D. 704, for feld, -had ; 
(an isolated later example of t for d is sint for sind ; 
for the 3d person in -t instead of -tf see 358) ; -nc for 
-ng is more common (215) ; h for spirant g may almost 
be regarded as the rule (214. l). Any difference in the 
pronunciation of f, s, tf eludes observation, since the 
same character represents both surd and sonant. 

225. Gemination is simplified at the end of a syllable, 
only eg remaining intact : 

1) As regards the simplification at the end of a word 
cf. forms like eal, feor, mon, swim, sib, sceat, bed, 
cos, saec, teoh, with ealles, feorran, monnes, swim- 
man, sibbe, sceattes, beddes, cyssan, saecces, teohhe, 
(but secg like seeges, 216). Still the rule is often 
disregarded in favor of etymological spelling, as, for 
example, in eall, monn, upp, sibb, bedd, bliss, etc. 
(especially in the case of 11, nn). 

2) Within a word : ealre, ealne, mi due, nytne, com- 
pared with eal(l), ealles; mid(d), middes ; nyt(t), 
nyttes; cyste, pret. of cyssan. Yet we frequently 
encounter eallre, eallne, etc. 
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In LWS. gemination is frequently simplified 

a) after a consonant: eorlic, emniht, feltrin, geornes, 
wildeor, wyrtruma, wyrtdn, gaerstapa, for eorllic, 
emnniht, * feldttin, geornnes, wilddeor, etc. Likewise 
after u in rdmedlic for rrimmtidlic, and after ea in 
geleaful for geleafful. 

b) after an unaccented syllable ; thus before the suffix 
-lie : atelic, dfgolic, singalic, swutolic, and even deoflic, 
diglic, etc. ; in the longer case forms of derivatives end- 
ing in n, 1, t, r, like the neuters sefen, faesten, westen, 
the feminines byrgen, lungen, etc. (258); swinge] ; 
the neuters baernet, lfget, etc. ; many verbs in -et(t)an, 
and the comparatives -erra, -era, -ra ; in the acc. sing, 
masc. of strong past participles, and of adjectives end- 
ing in -en, like ofslegene, gyldene 5 in gen. plur. like 
faegera, dffera (dDFra), and dat. sing, like 6pere (dpre), 
6owre, etc. 

Note. Since the geminated consonants were often written, long 
after the second had ceased to be pronounced, it is easy to account for 
such false geminates as forenne, Agennes, ufenne, teffelborenne, 
and even for the forms cwicenne, cucenne, etc. (303). 

Inorganic geminations are likewise found in certain accentuated syl- 
lables, especially in reccean, reck, and its derivatives, for the normal 
r£cean, the oldest example noted being reccile'as, Corp. 1646 ; so also 
in Uccettan, dissemble, and in LWS. >rynnea, fcrittig, )>reott£ne. 

2) Gemination. 

226. Every OE. consonant, except j and w, is subject 
to gemination (on eg for gg see 216). In respect to 
their origin, these geminates belong in part to Germ., 
in part to West Germ., and in part to OE. 

227. Gemination of 1, r, m, n, and s is frequent in 
Germanic. Examples are : 
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11: eall, all; i eallan, fall ; full, full 

rr : feorran, far ; steorra, star. 

nn : onginnan, begin ; m^n, monnes, man. 

mm: swimman, stvim; hwom, hwommes, corner. 

ss: gewis(s), certain; wisse, knew; cyssan, kiss (232). 

Less frequent are the following: 

kk (cc): bucca, buck; loc, locces, lock; stoc, stocces, 

tt : sceat, sceattes, com. 

pp: crop, croppes, crop; top, toppes, top; hnsep, 
hnaeppes, bowl. 

Germanic tfV is doubtful : on the one hand there is OE. 
offffc, or, Goth, aippau ; on the other OS. efffo, Fris. 
ieftha; so WS. mo99e, moth, but North, mob ft e, -a. 
No examples are found of Germ, ff (?), hh, bb, dd, gg. 

228. West Germanic gemination before j. All simple 
consonants in West Germ., with the exception of r, 
undergo gemination after a short vowel, through the 
influence of following j. Thus Goth, saljan, skapjan, 
sat j an, rakjan, are represented by OS. seUian, sk$p- 
pian, settian, rekkian, and, after the loss of the j (177) 
by OE. siellan, scieppan, settan, recc(e)an. The place 
of fj is taken by OE. bb: hebban, heave (Goth, hafjan), 
and gj is represented by eg: lecg(e)an (Goth, lagrjan). 
As stated above, p is not geminated: here, herges, 
army ; werian, defend ; n$rian, save ; herian, glorify 
(Goth, harjis, warjan, nasjan, hazjan, etc.). 

Note 1. The chapters on inflection contain numerous examples of 
this gemination, e.g., among the jo- and jft-stems (247; 258 ; 297), 
among the weak verbs of the first and third classes (400 ff. ; 415), etc. 

Note 2. For the interchange of forms with and without gemination, 
in the conjugation of verbs with the derivative suffix -Jo, see 410. 
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229. There is a similar gemination of t, c, p, h, before 
r and 1 in certain OE. words, though it does not occur 
uniformly : bittor, bitter, snottor, wise ; waeccer, watch- 
ful; North, aehher, ear of grain, taehher, tear; aeppel, 
apple; along with bitor, snotor; wacor; ear, War 
(from *ahur, *tahur, 111); cf. Goth, baitrs, snutrs, 
ahs, tahrjan. So likewise, though probably not in the 
older texts, when the r, 1 has been conjoined with the 
preceding consonant as the result of syncope: thus, 
bettra beside betra, better (Goth, batiza) ; miccles be- 
side micles, from mlcel (Goth, mikils). 

Note. This irregularity presumably depends upon the fact that, 
before gemination had taken place, the r and 1 were sometimes syllabic, 
and subsequently passed into -ur, -ul, etc. (138 If.). The older declen- 
sional forms must then, for example, have been nom. bitur (from 
* bitr), gen. blttres, t«ar (from * tahur), gen. ttehhres, etc.; and 
these gave rise to the double series blttur - bittres and bitur - 
biteres, etc. 

230. After a long vowel no such gemination of r 
takes place in the older texts. Gemination of tt and 
dd occurs at a later period, accompanied, as is probable, 
with the shortening of the vowel : sedre, vein, blsedre, 
bladder, nsedre, viper, mddrie, aunt, become seddre, 
blseddre, naeddre, moddrie. In like manner there is 
an interchange of dtor, venom, hltitor, clear, ttidor, 
posterity, ftfdor, fodder, mddor, mother, with attor, 
hluttor, tuddor, foddor, moddor, in which the tt, dd 
owe their origin to the cases which had no middle vowel 
(144), like ritres, etc. More recent is the gemination of 
other consonants, in forms like riccra, deoppra, from 
rice, rich, deop, deep. 

231. Other OE. geminates depend upon the conjunc- 
tion of two consonants which were originally separated. 
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Here belong (disregarding the conjunction of similar 
final and initial consonants in compound words) the tt 
from to", dtf (202. 3), and the tt and dd of weak pre- 
terits (404 ff.). 

Note. In North , moreover, geminates very frequently occur side 
by side with simple consonants, without any assignable cause : eatta, 
eat, cymma, come, for eata, cyma, etc. 

3) The 'Combinations ft, ht, st, ss. 

232. The following rule was already in force in Prim. 
Germ. : Every labial + t is changed to ft, and every 
guttural + t to ht ; but a dental + t becomes either st 
or ss. OE. examples are : 

a) Of ft: scieppan, create, gesceaft, creature; grief an, 
give (i.e. gieftan, 192. 2), gift, gift; fturfan, be allowed, 
ffearft, fforfte (422. 6). 

b) Of ht: hycgan, hope, hyht, hope; agan, own, 
magan, be able, 2d sing. &ht, meaht (420.2 ; 424.10), 
the noun meaht, might ; but especially the weak pre- 
terits (40Z). 

c) Of st: wat, wot, 2d sing, wast; liffan, go, last, 
pathway; hladan, lade, hlaest, load. 

d) Of ss : witan, know, pret. wisse, gewis(s), certain; 
cweffan, say, ondcwis(s), answer; sittan, sit, sess, 
seat. 

Note. The choice between st and as depends upon the original 
accentuation. 

The preceding rule does not apply when the t has 
been conjoined with the preceding labial, guttural, or 
dental, as the result of OE. syncope. 
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4) Grammatical Change, 

233. By "grammatical change " is to be understood 
an interchange of the medial surd spirants a, f, t5, h, hw 
with the corresponding sonant spirants, designated by 
z, fc, tf, g, w (but sometimes gr), the interchange in ques- 
tion being a feature of Primitive Germanic, and taking 
place according to definite laws. The combinations ss, 
st, sp, sk, ft, ht, were not subject to this change. 

Note. The explanation of this interchange was discovered by K. 
Verner (Kuhn's Zeitschr. xxiii. 07 ff.). According to the law which 
he formulated, the sonant spirant always replaced the surd when the 
vowel next preceding did not, in the original Indo-European system, 
receive the principal accent 

234. In OE. the original correspondences are more or 
less obscured by the fact that some of the sounds have 
undergone modifications. Thus hw passed into simple 
h (cf. 222 ff.), and, like the latter, has frequently dis- 
appeared (218). Of the sonants, z passed into r, the 
older tf (not to be confounded with the OE. tf = p, 199) 
became d, and the sound of fe is not graphically distin- 
guished from f (192). There consequently remain in 
OE. only the four couples s-r, ff-d, h-gr (h-ng, 
according to 135), and h-w. Examples are: 

a) s-r: ?lses, glass, glaeren, vitreous; c£osan, choose, 
clas, curon, coren (384) ; durran (422.7), dare, dearst, 
dorste, adj. gedyrstigr, bold, 

b) <jr-d: cweffan, say, cwaeft, cwaedon, cweden 
(391), cwide, discourse ; \it5 an, journey, -lida, -farer. 

c) h-g: stean, strike, sliehst, sliehff, sltfg, sldgon, 
slaegen (392), sl$ge, stroke, -slaga, slayer ; li£ah, high, 
dat. hgagum (295. note 1) ; Won, thrive, Ottli, ffungen 
(383. note 3). 
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d) h-w: s£on, see (Goth, saih wan), siehst, siehff, 
seali, sawon, gesewen (391). 

Note. The regularity of this interchange has been somewhat ob- 
scured in OE. as the result of analogy. Special instances will be 
noticed under the head of Inflections. 
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PART I. -DECLENSION. 



Declension of Nouns. 



A. VOCALIC OR STRONG DECLENSION. 



i) The o-Declension. 



235. The OE. o-declension comprises masculines and 
neuters. It corresponds to the second or o-declension of 
Greek and Latin (Gr. masc. -o?, neut. -oy, Lat. -us, -um). 
The corresponding feminines form the rirdeclension. 

Note. The Germ, o-declension is usually designated as the a-declen- 
sion, since older o has generally become Germ. a. In OE., however, 
we may still presuppose the existence of o in final syllables (45. 4). 

The o-stems may be subdivided as follows: simple 
o-stems, jo-stems, and wo-s terns, the two latter groups 
differing, as respects certain cases, from the pure o-stems. 

236. The terminations of the masculines and the 
neuters are the same in all cases except the nom. and 
acc. plur., and may therefore be included in the same 
scheme. 

Note. In North, the gender often varies between masc. and neut. ; 
cf . also 251. note. 

237. The terminations of the o-stems are : 



Singular. 



.A. 



N. A. V. — (-e; -u, -o) 





G. -es 
D. -e 
L -e 



-a 
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The parenthetical -e ; -u, -o of the nom. acc. sing, are 
the terminations of the jo- and wo-stems (246; 249). 

Note 1. In the oldest texts, and frequently in the North, dialect, 
the gen. sing, is formed in -aes : ddmaes, etc. For -aes the North, 
sometimes has -as. For later -ys see 44. note 2. 

Note 2. The dat. and instr. sing, are, in the majority of texts, iden- 
tical in form, but in the oldest documents the dat. ends in -ae, while 
the instr. (at first probably a local) ends In -1? d6mae, d6mi; sub- 
sequently, y is now and then found for i? folcy, etc. The instr. 
seems originally to have had i-umlaut j cf the isolated form hw^ne, 
from hw6n, trijie, and the instr. sfene, from an, one. A dat. loc. sing, 
without inflectional ending exists in ham (very rarely name), from 
ham, home 

Note 3. In North, the nom. plur of many masculines belonging to 
this declension have also the weak ending o (-a, -e), gastas and 
gasto, etc. 

Note 4. The gen. plur. in North, is often formed in -ana, -ona, after 
the manner of the n-stems : dagana, -ona, liomana, from d«g, 11m. 
Such forms (dagena, godena) occur but rarely in EWS., but are more 
common in LWS. Mss A few gen. plur. in -o occur. 

Note 6. In the nom. acc. plur. of neut. nouns -u is the older, -o the 
more recent form. Ps. has almost exclusively u, North, for the most 
part o, but occasionally -aj all three terminations occur in North., 
even in such neuters as are without endings in the other dialects (238). 
In LWS. the -u, -o is generally replaced by -a. 

Note 6. The dat. sing. masc. and neut., and the whole dat. plur., 
frequently substitute -on, -an for urn in LWS. 



a) Simple osteins. 
238. Paradigms of the masculine and neuter : 



Masculine. 
Sing. N. V. A. d6m 
G. d6mes 
D. d6me 
I. ddme 

Plur. N.V. A. d6mas 
G. d6ma 
D. d6mum 



Nkutkb. 

geoc 
geoces 
geoce 
geoce 

geocu, -o 
geoca 



wordes 

worde 

worde 

word 
worda 
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Like d6m are inflected primarily the monosyllabic 
masculines ; like geoc the monosyllabic neuters with a 
short radical syllable ; and like word those haying a 
long radical syllable. 

239. To this declension belong a great number of OE. 
nouns, and among them not a few which have been 
transferred to it from other declensions (especially long 
i- and u-stems ; cf. 264 ff. ; 273). 

1) Only those words are inflected with entire regu- 
larity which have an invariable final consonant and a 
radical vowel incapable of change (except for i-umlaut, 
which need not here be considered) . Such words are : 

a) Masculines: aTF, oath; haeft, captive; helm, helmet; 
hringr, ring; wulf, wolf; earm, arm; eorl, man; muff, 
mouth; dr£am, joy, etc. 

b) Neuters: a) short monosyllables: col, coal; dor, 
door; hof, dwelling; loc, lock; hop, recess; lot, cunning; 
sol, slough ; spor, trail, fi) long monosyllables : bdn, 
bone; beam, child; d£or, animal ; ffr, fire; g6d,good; 
He, body ; wlf, wife, etc. In LWS. the ending -u of 
the short stems is assumed by the long stems : Mnu, 
ssedu, etc. 

2) Nouns, whose radical syllable ends in a geminate, 
simplify the latter in the cases without inflectional end- 
ing (225): masc. weal(l), wall, hwQm(m), corner; neut. 
ful(l), cup, gen. wealles, hwommes, fulles, etc. 

The remaining nouns of this declension come under 
one of the following rules : 

240. Words with ae before a simple consonant, like 
the masculines daegr, day, hwsel, whale, pseff, path, staef , 
staff, the neuters bseST, bath, craet, crate, dael, dale, haef, 
ocean, ssel, hall, staeff, shore, swaeff, track, scrgef, cavern, 
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treef, tent, waed, sea, wael, those slain in battle, change 

the se into a throughout the plural: daegr - dagras, daga, 

dagum ; faet - fatu, fata, fatum ; only seldom does ae 

remain : stae&u, screfu, etc. In like manner, sfe before a 

single consonant becomes a in the plural: msegr-magas, 

magra, magum (57. II.). 

Note 1. Generally in the Ps., and occasionally in North., the short a 
is represented by ea: featu, creatum, etc. (160). In the Ps. the plur. 
of deg is daegas (162). For WS. ea see 105. The plur. of geat, gate, 
is frequently gatu, hut in poetry usually geatu ; other examples are 
taeafo and treafu (cf. 105). 

Note 2. geers forms the plur. grasu (cf. 179). In LWS. the a of 
the plur. intrudes even into the gen. dat. sing.: baj»e, patfe, sta>e, 
fate, gate, scrafe. 

241. The neuters with e, i before a single consonant, 

like grebed, prayer, gebrec, clamor, geset, habitation, 

gesprec, conversation, brim, surf, clif, cliff, hlitF, lid, 

liar, limb, scip, ship, geflit, dispute, grenip, darkness, 

grewrit, writing, etc., originally have eo, io in the plur. 

instead of e, i (106 ff.). This is frequent even in later 

texts: grebeodu, cliofu, lio&u, liomu, etc., along with 

grebedu, clifu, limu, etc. 

Note. The gen. plur. is the first to lose the eo, lo. In the Ps., and 
to some extent in North., its occurrence is extended to the masculines, 
e.g., weoras, weora, weogas (usually wegas, according to 164), 
North, wearas, waraa, -a, etc. (156. 3). 

242. Words in h lose this sound before a vocalic end- 
ing: masc. ealh-eales, temple; eolh-eoles, elk; fearh 
-feares, sivine ; f eorh - f eores, life; mearh - meares, 
horse; sealh, willow; seolh-seoles, seal; Wealh-Weales, 
Welshman (218) . If the h is preceded by a vowel, the 
loss of the h leads to contraction, according to 110 ff. : 
hdh, hough (plur. hds, hoas, dat. h<Sum) ; sc£oh, sctfh, 
shx>e (plur. sc£os, scds, LWS. gen. plur. sceona) ; neut. 
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eoh-£os, horse; feoh-teos, money (275); Ugh, fraud; 
R6aih,flea; pleoh, danger; sl6h, slough; 3f&>h — &£os, 
thigh; ffroh (?), malice ; wtfh, evi7. 

Note 1. Not infrequently a nom. acc. sing, is formed without h, 
according to the analogy of the dissyllabic cases ; forms like fear, feor, 
mear, f&>, w6, are therefore to be met with, besides those cited above. 
The EWS. holh, hole, becomes hoi in LWS., and forms the plur. holu. 

Note 2. The masc. neut. horh, Jilth, exhibits grammatical change : 
nom. horh (horg), gen. horwes, instr. horu, nom. acc. plur. horas. 

Note 3. Occasionally the gen. plur. is formed in -na: fleona, 
sce*ona, Iffeona. 

243. The polysyllabic words of this declension are 
subject to the following rules : 

1) Neuters originally trisyllabic (i.e., before the 
operation of the law concerning final vowels, 130 ff.), 
like nfeten, cattle, h£afod, head, wolcen, cloud, have u 
in the nom. acc. plur., like the short monosyllables: 
nfetenu, hlafodu, wolcenu. On the other hand, such 
as were originally dissyllabic, like wsfepen, weapon, 
tungol, star, tdcen, token (for wsfcpn, tungl, tiicn, 
according to 138 ff., stem w£pno-, tunglo-, taikno-), 
sometimes take no ending in the nom. acc. plur., and 
sometimes take u after the manner of the trisyllables : 
wsfep(e)nu, tungrlu, tiiciiu. 

2) The laws concerning the treatment of middle vowels 
(143 ff.). Under these are included the following: 

244. Dissyllabic words having a long stem syncopate 
the vowel of the last syllable before a vocalic ending 
(144) when it is not rendered long by position : engel 
- engles, angel; tungol - tungles, star; ritor — &tres, 
venom ; tacen - tdcnes, token ; mdfFum - mdffmes, jewel ; 
heaf od - h6af des, head; sfeled-aeldes, jSre; but longest 
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- hengestes, stallion ; f aereld - f aereldes, journey ; f setels 

— f setelses, purse, etc. 

The older documents do not exhibit syncope of the 
originally trisyllabic nom. acc. plur. neut., like nfetenu, 
hlafodu (144. b) ; while, on the other hand, they have 
wsepnu, tuuglu (along with wsepen, etc., 243). In later 
texts these words are likewise syncopated: heafdu, 
etc. 

Note. For morjjen - mornes cf. 214. note 3. Nouns ending in 
■els are usually masculine, but occasionally neuter. 

245. Under similar circumstances, dissyllabic words 
having a short stem retain the original vowel of the 
second syllable, but reject it whenever it arose from 
syllabic nasal or liquid in the nom. acc. ; only -er, -or, 
from syllabic r, remains (148). Hence stapol - stapoles, 
pillar; hamor - hamores, hammer; heofon - heof ones, 
heaven; darotJF - daro&es, arrow; meotod - meotodes, 
God; heorot - heorotes, hart; but fugol- fugles, fowl; 
and likewise leger - legeres, lair; ffunor - ffunores, 
thunder, etc. 



246. Paradigms for the masculine nouns are: here, 
army; secg, man; ende, end. For the neuter : cyn, kin; 
rice, realm ; w^sten, desert. 



b) jo-stems. 



Sing. N.V. A. here se,cg 



^nde 
^ndes 
e.nde 
^nde 

end as 

enda 

cndum 



G. her(i)ges sieges 
D. her(i)ge secge 
I. her(l)ge seege 



Plur. N.V. A. her(i)g(e)as secg(e)as 
G. her(i)g(e)a secg(e)a 
D. her(i)gum secg(i)um 
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Sing. N.V.A. cyn(n) 



rice 
rices 
rice 
rice 



we'ston 



G. cynnea 
D. cynne 
I. cynne 



wlsten(n)es 

westen(n)e 

vi-6sten(n)e 

w^ston ( n )u 
w^sten(n)a 



Plur. N.V.A. cyn(n) 



G. cynna 
D. cynnum 



ric(l)u 
ric(e)a 
ric(l)um 



\v<5stcn ( n ) uni 



Note 1. For the e of the nom. acc. sing, the oldest texts hare i: 
hQri, endi, rlcL 

Note 2. For the insertion of e, i, to denote the palatal pronuncia- 
tion of g, c, see 206. 6. 

247. here and secg exhibit the inflections of the mas- 
culines, cyn(n) those of the neuters with a short radical 
syllable before the jo (stem harjo-, sagjo-, kunjo-), and 
wgsten that of the derivative neuters ending in -en and 
-et. Of these, here is the only one which has retained 
its short syllable, as the others doubled the final con- 
sonant in West Germ. (228). Further examples of this 
declension are : 

a) Masculines : hrycg, back ; wee?, wedge ; dyn(n), 
din; hyl(l) (later fern.), hill. 

b) Neuters with a short radical syllable: net, net; 
flet, floor ; bed, bed ; wed, pledge ; gied, saying ; neb, 
beak; wicg, horse, etc. 

c) Derivative neuters in -en and -et: sefen, evening; 
faesten, fastness ; anet, solitude ; bsernet, conflagration; 
emnet, plain; grtffet, trench; hiewet, quarry ; lieget, 
lightning; nierwet, strait; onselet, lightning; re'wet, 
rowing; slaeget, blow. 

Note 1. For the simplification of West Germ, geminates at the end 
of a word cf. 225. 

Note 2. The gen. sing, of h^re sometimes occurs as here*, the dat. 
instr. sing, as here, and the nom. acc. plur. as heras. For the neut. 
spere see 262. 
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Note 3. The neut. beg, hay, stem haujo-, has retained the j in all 
its forms as g; likewise masc. brig, pottage, along with briw; stem 
blijo-, color (OS bli, neut.), occurs as bUSo, neut. (and with inorganic h 
as blloh, 22a note 2), gen. bllos, etc., dat. sing, bleoge, dat. plur. 
ble"om, bleoum, bllowum, gen. bl^o, also bllona. 

248. Like $iide are declined the masculines, like rice 
the neuters with an originally long syllable before the jo 
(or io, according to 45 8) : e.g., the masc. esne, servant, 
hierde, herdsman, ls&ce, physician, ni£ce, sword, and the 
numerous agent-nouns in -ere (North, frequently -are), 
like IxScere, scribe, fiscere, fisherman, ffrdwere, martyr, 
to which has been added the foreign word casere, em- 
peror; then the neuters wafege, cup, wile, punishment, 
stycce, piece, serende, errand; formations with ge-, like 
gewsede, clothing, gemierce, boundary, getimbre, car- 
pentry, gescie (gesc^), shoes, and many others. 



c) wo-stems. 

249. The paradigm for the masculine is bearu, grove; 
for the neuter, searu, armor (stems barwo-, sarwo-). 



Masculines. 
Sing. N. V. A. bearu, -o 
G. bearwes 
D. bearwe 
I. bearwe 

Plur. N. V. A. bearwas 
G. bearwa 
I), bearwuni 



Neuters. 
searu, -o 



searu, -o 

searwa 

searwum 



So likewise are inflected the masc. heoru, sivord 
(doubtful, cf. 271) ; and the neuters bealu, evil; meolu, 
meal; smeoru, lard; teoru, tar; cwudu, cud. 

Note 1. An o or e often occurs before the w in the oblique cases, 
the latter being generally found when the termination contains an a, u: 
bealowes, -we, but bealewa, bealewum. 
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Note 2. In LWS. there occur the noro. sing, meluw, smcoruw, 
and the plur. in -wu, -wa, e.g. searwa. Of teoru there likewise occur 
the weak acc. ta ran and tyrwan (umlaut form). 

250. Words with a vowel before the w exhibit various 
discrepancies : 

1) The long-stemmed masculines sndw (likewise snri, 
174. 3), snow, hlaw, hls&w (orig. neut.), funeral-wiound, 
brlw, pottage (247. note 3), ffeaw, custom, dlaw, dew 
(masc. neut.), Waw, gadfly, Wow, grain (neut.), retain 
the w in all cases (cf. 174. 3); to these must be added the 
neut. oncllow (andcteow), ankle, and the words formed 
by the prefix ge-, such as gehgaw, quarry, gehrlow, 
penitence, gehldw, bellow, slaw (s£a), sap, 

2) The neuters trio, tree, cn&>, fcrae, and the masc. 
8teo, servant (st. trewo-, knewo-, ffewo-), are declined 
as follows : 



W8. 

Singular : 
N.A. treo(w) 

G. treowes 
D. treowe, treo 
I. 



P8. 



North. 

tre, treo, treu(o); 
ffea 



treo 



tre, treo 



Rush. 1 
( tr^ow, treuw 
| (tree); 
v cneu, cneo 

treowes 

treo, tree 



Plural: 

N.A. {tr«°^(w)»treo; ( 
I ffeowas I 

G. treowa 

D. 



tr6ow, treo 
cneow 



■{ 



treo, trew ; 
cnew, cneo, cnewa ; 
fleas; ffea (Kit.) 
treu(a)na; #eana 

!tre(w)um ; 
cue(u)um, cneoum 



t tre(ow) 
( cneo in 



Note 1. Like ff^ow are declined the WS. compounds latteow, 
leader, lar^ow, teacher ; besides, there is in WS. a wk. masc. latteowa, 
lare*owa (276). hleo, protection, which only occurs in the sing., has a 
rare form Meow. 

Note 2. Goth, hraiw, neut. corpse, is OE. hra, hraw, hrge, hrtfew; 
gen. lines, nom. acc. plur. hra, hrsfcw, hreaw, gen. hra, dat. hrflew- 
um. From the stem strauwo-, neut. straw, is formed the WS. strea, 
North. stre* L., streu R. 1 (cf. the compound str^a-, str£awberie), 
gen. strees L. ; other cases are not found. 
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Note 3. Stem gliwo-, neat glee, forms the nom. glig (Ep. gliu, 
poetic texts glex>), gen. gliwee, etc., through all the cases with w 
(nom. acc. plur. not found). From the stem hlwjo-, appearance, the 
WS. nom. is, on the contrary, generally the neat, blew, hiw, more 
rarely heo (North, hla); hut the gen. is again hiewes, dat. hiewe, 
etc., along with heowes, h^owe, etc.; the word is also sometimes fem. 

2) THE A-DECLEN8ION. 

251. The ^-declension contains the feminines corre- 
sponding to the masculines and neuters in -o. 

Note. In North, many of these fem. are also employed as neut. and 
masc, and then conform to the inflections of these genders (236. note). 

a) Simple ^-sterns. 

252. Paradigms: 



a) of short stems, grief u, gift; 


b) of long stems, dr, honor. 




Short Stems. 


Long Bi 


Sing. N.V. giefu, -o 


ar 


G. glefe 


are 


D. glefe 


are 


A. glefe 


are 


I. glefe 


are 


Plur. N. glefa, -e 


ara, -e 


G. glefa, -ena 


ara, -ei 


D. giefum 


arum 


A. glefa, -e 


ara, -e 



Note 1. The oblique cases of the sing, and the nom. acc. plur. end 
in as in the oldest texts ; only sporadically does the dat. instr. exhibit -1, 
as in r6dl, caestri, in which it is probably borrowed from the o-decien» 
sion (237. note 2). For the declension of abstract nouns in -ung 
see 255. 1. 

Note 2. In Lind. and Kit. these fem. have -es in the gen. sing., like 
the masc. and neut. : rodes, saules, somnunges, etc. The same is 
true in LWS. : gorges, h el pes, etc. 

Note 3. In WS. and Kent, the nom. acc. plur. regularly ends in -a; 
not, however, in the Ps. In North, there is, besides, a weak form 
in -o (253. note 2). 
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Note 4. In the gen. plur. -a is the proper and usual termination 
(cf. Goth, gibo), while -ena has been foisted in from the weak declen- 
sions, occurring in WS. and Kent, only in certain short stems (such as 
carena, frejmena, gifena, lufena) ; very rarely in long stems (arena, 
larena, sorgena). In Cura Past, -ena is entirely wanting. A shorter 
form, -na, with syncope of the -e, is occasionally found, as in larna, 
sorgna (276. note 1); for alternative forms of -ena in North, cf. 
276. note 2. 

253. As examples of short stems may be adduced 

cearu, caru, care; sceomu, sceamu, shame; cwalu, 

death; laffu, invitation; swaffu, track; sacu, persecu- 

tion; ffracu, combat; wracu, persecution; ondswaru, 

answer; denu, valley ; fr^mu, benefit; o"egu, reception; 

scolu, shoal; lufu, love, etc. 

Note I. The two nouns whose stems exhibit i-umlaut, d$nu and 
fr^mu, originally belonged to the i-declension, and corresponded, as 
short stems, to the long stems of 268 and 269. The dat. acc. sing. 
ealdorle,ge, feorhlejje, ealdornere, feorhn^re, point to nominatives 
*lej*u and *n$ru, which, together with *hylu, hollow (dat. acc. hyle), 
probably fall under the same head. All these nouns, however, have 
conformed to the a-declension, and are only recognizable as original 
l-stems by the umlaut-vowel of the stem. 

Note 2. Besides gtefu(m), glfu(m), gyfu(m), there occurs, espe- 
cially in the Ps. and North., geofu(m) with u-umlaut (106). In the Ps. 
and North, the words with original a have ea in the nom. sing, and 
dat. plur., according to 160 (ondswearu, -urn, etc.). In the cases 
which terminate in -e, the a of the root is often replaced by «b, particu- 
larly in the words which contain c : saece, ffreece, wrsece, but also 
lsefife, swaeffe, as well as sace, laffe, swaffe, etc. 

Note 3. In LWS. the u of the nom. is frequently extended to the 
other cases of the sing., so that the latter is apparently indeclinable. 
In North., too, all cases except the gen. and dat. plur. assume -o, -u 
(even -a, -e). On the other hand, Lind. and Kit. sometimes form the 
gen. sing, in -es: gefes, lufes, etc. (252. note 2). 

254. The number of feminines with a long stem is 
very considerable. Examples of monosyllabic words 
are: feoht, fight; ftfr, journey ; gltff, glove; heaU^hall; 



Digitized by Google 



126 



INFLECTION, 



lar, lore; .mearc, boundary ; sorg, care; stund, time; 
ffrag, while; wund, wound; with a derivative consonant, 
ridl (later neut.), disease; n&dl, needle; frdfor (later 
niasc), consolation; wtfcor, growth; ceaster, town. Here 
belong also the abstract nouns in -ung, -ing, like leor- 
nung, -ing (see 255. 1). 

Note 1. For duguff, geoguff, see 269. note 4. 

Note 2. *snearh (sner), harpstring, has the gen. sneare. Hah, 
lea, sometimes lias the gen. dat. acc. sing, le^a, but more frequently 
l£age ; subsequently it is often masculine : gen. l6as, leges, dat. le*a, 
liege, nom. acc. plur. l&w. 

255. The following peculiarities of this declension 
still remain to be noted: 

1) The WS. and Kent, abstracts in -ung have in the 
dat. sing., and even in the gen. and acc. sing., the termina- 
tion -uiiga instead of -unge : leornunga, costunga, etc. 

Note 1. In the Ps. there is still a gradation of the vowel, so that 
the dat. plur. ends in -lngum, while the other cases have -ung. 

2) Dissyllabic words with a long stem syllable and 
simple final consonant syncopate the vowel of the final 
syllable in the oblique cases, according to 144, while 
those with a short stem retain it : sdwol - sdwle 
(sriule), soul; i r6f or - f r<Sf re, consolation; wtfeor- 
wdcre, usury; but firen-firene, sin; ides-idese, 
wife, etc. 

3) The abstracts in Goth. -i>a, originally trisyllabic, 
have in the nom. sing, the ending -u, -o, like the short 
stems, but subsequently assume a shortened form in 
-ft : cftf&u and cftS(tS), OHG. cundida, race, kinship ; 
strengffu and str^ngOT, strength; gesyntu, OHG. ga- 
suntida, power, health; oferm6ttu, arrogance, OHG. 
* ubarmuotida ; and weorffmynt, original -mundfya, 
honor. Both forms intrude gradually into the oblique 
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cases of the sing., especially into the ace, which origi- 
nally had only -e. 

Note 2. This usurpation on the part of the «u is presumably caused 
by the abstracts in -u (279). 

Note 3. Among other words whose basic form is trisyllabic, there 
occur, as it would seem, only nominatives which resemble the long 
stems: sawol, Goth, saiwala, soul; firen, Goth, fairina, etc. 



b) interns. 

256. The originally short stems have all become long 
by the gemination of the consonant which preceded the 
j (228), and their declension no longer differs from that 
of the stems originally long. The terminations are those 
laid down in paragraph 252, so far as no express state- 
ments to the contrary are made below. 

257. Paradigms: for stems originally short, sib(b), 
peace ; for stems originally long, wylf, she wolf. 



Sing. N.V. sib(b) wylf 

G. sibbe wylfe 

D. sibbe wylfe 

A. sibbe wylfe 



Plur. N.V. slbba, -e wylfa, -o 

G. sibba wylfa 

D. sibbum wylfum 

A. sibba, -e wylfa, -e 



Note 1. For the simplification of the West Germ, geminates when 
final cf . 225. 

Note 2. In later documents there is sometimes to be found an acc. 
sing, without inflectional ending, like sib, wyn, etc. 

Note 3. The ja-stems never take a gen. plur. in -ena (252. note 4). 

Note 4. The declension of the simple a-stems differs from that of 
the simple ja-stems only in the possession of the weak gen. plur., and 
in the absence of the i-umlaut of the radical syllable. They are dis- 
tinguished from the long l-stems (268 ff.) by the acc. sing, in -e. 

25a Among the monosyllables which are declined 
like sibb are the following: ben, wound; brycg, bridge; 
cribb, crib ; ecg, edge; fit, song; h^ll, hell; h$n, hen; 
nyt, advantage; saecc, contest; s^cgr, sword; syll, sill. 
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To these must be added, so far as regards the gemina- 
tion of a final consonant before a vocalic ending, certain 
derivatives in -1 and -n, like condel, candle, gyden, god- 
dess, wiergen, she wolf, byrffen, burden, rseden, arrange- 
ment (gen. condelle, wiergenne, byrfltenne, etc.) ; the 
abstract nouns in -nes, gen. nesse (like h&lignes, holi- 
ness)*, and a few feminines in-es (-is), like baegtes, witch, 
f orle.gis, adulteress ; besides WS. cn^oris, gen. cneorisse, 
generation. 

With wylf are to be classed bend, band (also masc), 
c^ll, leathern bottle, eax, axe (?), gierd, yard, hild, battle, 
hind, hind, \xftS, booty ; and the derivatives in -s, like 
bli&s, bliss, bliss, liffs, liss, favor, milds, milts, com- 
passion. 

Note. With the short stems are also to be classed Iiegit(t)u, light- 
ning, ielfet(t)u, swan, hyrnlt(t)u, hornet, plur. lieget(t)e, etc. In 
ieg (eg, ig, ON. ey, eyjar) the derivative j is retained as g. OE. e'owu, 
ewe, fflowu, handmaiden (Goth, awi, >iwi), have become assimilated 
to the short d-stems by taking the same ending in the nom. sing. 

c) westerns. 

259. Paradigms : beadu, battle ; msed, mead. 

Sing. N. beadu meed | Plur. N. beadwa, -e mafedwa (msfeda) 
6. bead we msfed | G. beadwa ntffedwa (mseda) 

Like beadu are inflected the short stems with a con- 
sonant before the w: nearu, distress; sceadu, shadow 
(more frequently declined like giefu, 255) ; sinu, sinew; 
and the plur. tant. geatwe, arms, fraetwe, ornaments. 
Like mt&d is declined laes, a long vowel being here 
followed by a consonant. Both words exhibit irregu- 
larities in the oblique cases, the thematic w being 
sometimes retained and sometimes lost. 
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Note. Occasionally a parasitic vowel appears before the w : 
beadowe, nearowe, geatewe, fraetewum. In the Ley den Riddle 
there occurs a dat. plur. geatum without w. 

260. Nouns with a long vowel or diphthong before 
the w retain the w in the nom. sing. In OE. the fol- 
lowing words belong to this class: stdw, place; hrgow, 
repentance; and tr£ow, faithfulness. Their inflection is 
nom. sttfw (stdu), gen. sttfwe, etc. 

Note. In consequence of contraction, the following words exhibit 
slight variations: £a, water (from *ahu, *au, Goth, ahwa) ; 9r^a, 
threat, throe (from *ffrauwu, ♦ffrau, cf. Ep. thrauu, OIIG. drouwa) ; 
and cl£a, cl&>, claw (from *klawu, * klau, OIIG. klawa). The gen. 
sing, of £a (originally consonant stem) occurs as £as, and the dat. sing, 
as ie ; and we have the dat. plur. earn (eaum), ffream (ffr^aum), and 
even the weak nom. acc. plur. £an. Of cl^o there is only the acc. plur. 
cl&>, cl£a ; but, besides, cl&wu is regularly declined like glefu, though 
the dat. plur. is clam. 

3) THE i-DECLENSION. 

261. The i-declension of OE. is chiefly confined to 
masculines and feminines. A few words which were 
originally neuter, like m^re, meiie, eje (and bere, ^ge, 
hete, sige, see 263. note 4), have passed over to the 
masculine gender. 

With the exception of spere (no doubt originally a 
u-stem), the nouns of this declension have in all cases 
i-umlaut, if the radical syllable will admit; this often 
furnishes the only test by which to distinguish these 
words from those of the o-declension, with which the 
masculines have much in common. 

The masculine and neuter nouns comprise both short 
and long stems ; the former end in -e in the nom. acc. 
sing., the latter in a consonant. The feminines include 
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only long stems, the short stems being indistinguish- 
able from ri-nouns, except for traces of umlaut (253. 
note 1). 

a) Masculines and Neuters. 

1) Short Stems. 

262. Paradigms : masc. wine, friend (Germ, wini-z) ; 
neut. sife, sieve (Prim. Germ, sibi-z). 



Masc. Nkut. 

Sing. N.V. A. wine sife 

G. wines sifes 

D. wine sife 

I. wine sife 



Maso. Neut. 
Plur. N.V. A. wine, -as slf u 
G. wina,winig(e)a sifa 
D. wlnum sifum 



263. Like wine are declined the masculines b$re, 
barley, d$ne, valley, oil, h^fe, weight, h$ge, hedge, 
mene, necklace, mete, food, s$le, hall, st$de, place, haele, 
man, hype, hip, hyse, youth, ryge, rye, byre, son, ciele, 
coolness, hyge, myne, mind, pyle, pillow, ffyle, orator, 
dile, dill, wlite, countenance; the plural Dejie, Banes 
(sing, in the compound Healfdcne) ; and a great num- 
ber of verbal abstracts : like drej>e, stroke, stsepe, step ; 
e,ce, ache; ejife, terror, slejre, slaege, blow; h^te, hate; 
aethrine, touch; gripe, grip; blice, exposure, stice, stitch, 
pain; sige, victory, oftige, subtraction; bite, bite; cwide, 
speech, scride, step, slide, fall, snide, incision, stride, 
stride ; (ge)byre, event, eyre, choice, dryre, fall, gryre, 
horror, hryre, fall, lyre, loss; swile, swyle, tumor; 
cyme, coming; bryne, burning, dyne, din, ryne, course; 
scyf e, shove; drype, blow; bryce, breach ; byge, bend, flyge, 
flight, lyge, lie; gyte, inundation, scyte, shot, etc. ; and 
the abstracts in -scipe, -ship, like fre"ondscipe, friends hip. 

Like sife are declined gedyne, din, gedyre, door post, 
gemyne, care, gewile, will, ofdeje, ofdaele, declivity, 
ofersl^ge, lintel, wlaece, tepidity. 
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Notb 1. In the oldest texts the sing., with the exception of the gen., 
ends in i (cf. 246. note 1). 

Note 2. The proper termination of the nom. acc. plur. is -e, older -i 
(cf. Goth, gasteis, and 44. note 1); the termination -as is borrowed 
from the o-declension, although it is more common than -e. In the 
gen. plur. the form in -a is by far the more common. The ending 
-ig(e)a, -ia, is only found in Denig(e)a, \vlnig(e)a. 

Note 3. A few words go over more or less completely to the jo- 
declension, by doubling the simple consonant at the end of the radical 
syllable (cf. 228 and 247), and dropping the -e in the nom. acc. sing. 
Thus WS. mete regularly forms the plur. mettas (more rarely a sing, 
mett, mettes), hyse has hysas and hyssas (likewise in the sing, 
hysses, etc.). Parallel with dyne occurs dynn, dynnes ; and parallel 
with gewile, gewlll. 

Note 4. bere, ejje, bete, sige were, without doubt, originally 
neuters in -lz (cf. Goth. *barlz- in barizeins, agis, hatis, slgis), but 
passed over to the masculine gender, as stated above. 

Note 6. In North, there are no essential variations from the declen- 
sional forms of the other dialects, if we except the shortening of the 
few words like wlit, countenance, metft), food ; the nom. acc. plur. of 
the latter word is found as metas, R. 2 , and weak met(t)o, L. 

Note 6. The short i-stems differ from the short jo-stems like here 
(246) by the uniform absence of -i(z)- in certain cases of the sing, and 
plur., and in part by the different terminations of the nom. acc. plur. 
They differ from words like secg (246), whose stem has become long, 
by possessing the -e in the nom. acc. sing, and plur., as well as the single 
consonant at the end of the radical syllable. 

Note 7. In the declension of the short i-stems is to be included the 
plur. tant. -ware, -people, like Rom ware, Cantware, etc. (besides 
-waras and weak -waran). This is to be regarded as originally a 
plur. of the sing, -warn, people (252). 

2) Ix)ng Stems. 

264. The masculines have dwindled to a scanty rem- 
nant, and these are found only in the plural ; cf. the 
paradigm Ipngle, plur. Angles (Prim. Germ. Angli-). 

Plur. N.V. A. l£ngle 
G. l£ngla 
D. ^nglum 
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Thus are declined a few proper nouns like IXere, De- 
irians, Beornice, Bemicians, Se(a)xe, Saxons, Mierce, 
Mercians, Norff(an)-, Stiff-hymbre, Northumbrians, etc., 
l>esides the foreign words Cr£ee, Perse, Egipte ; also, 
the plurals iclde, ylcle, »<ch, ielfe, elves, le"ode, people. 
Finally, there are a number of words, originally belong- 
ing to other declensions, which take in the nom. acc. 
plur. either -as or -e, -a : such are waestmaa, waestme, 
fruits; clommas, clomme, -a; beiidas, b^nde, -a, 
bonds; gl^ngas, glenge, -a, ornaments; gimmas, grimme, 
(/ems; heargas, hearge, -a, temples; besides lfgetas, 
Ugete, -a, lightnings; weleras, welere, lips; aepplas, 
reppla, apples. 

Note. A few of the gentile nouns, particularly Seaxe and Mierce, 
are occasionally inflected according to the weak declension. Only one 
form is at nil common, that of the gen. plur. in -na (276. note 1): 
Seaxna, Miercna. 

265. The other masculines belonging under this head 
have assumed the endings of the o-declension, and hence 
differ from the o-stems only in respect to etymology, 
the i-umlaut of the radical syllable, and the palataliza- 
tion of final gutturals (206. 6). Paradigm: wyrm, worm 
(Prim. Germ, wurmi-z). 

Sing. N.V. wyrm Plur. N.V. wyrm as 

G. wyrmes G. 



D. wyrme D. wyrmura 

A. wyrm A. wyrmas 



I. wyrme 

266. Here belong bielg, bag, d*l, part, fierst, time 
(LWS. neut.), fyrs, furze, giest, guest, hyll, hill, lyft, 
air (sometimes fern., LWS. neut.), m&w, sea-mew, st$ng, 
pole, string, string, ffyrs, giant, wa?g, wave, wiell, well, 
and a series of verbal nouns like lieg, flame, sw£g, clamor, 
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r£c, reek, smfec, smfc, odor, feng, grasp, stenc, stench, 
sw$ng, 6£0t#, wr^nc, wrench, trick, drync, drinc, drink, 
dynt, cfa'wtf, stiell,/ttftij0, swylt, death, cierr, tarn, cierm, 
clamor, wyrp, <?a*£, hwyrft, torn, slieht, slaughter, 
fiyht, flight, hyht, Aope, tyht, instruction, byrst, calamity, 
fJFyrst, thirst, sferist, resurrection, brygd, brandishing, etc. 

Note 1. For forms like sw^ngeas instead of swe,ngas, sec 206. 6. 

Note 2. lyft and sferist also occur as feminines (269. note 4). So, 
too, there is fluctuation in see, sea (Goth, gaiws), gen. stes, dat. see, 
nom. acc. plur. sees, gen. sfiewa, dat. seewum, seem, and fern. gen. dat. 
sing, see, sees, and ssewe, etc. 

267. Of the neuter gender are the following : gcbygd, 
thought, gemynd, mind, oferhygd, arrogance, gewyrht, 
deed, wilit, wuht, creature, geffyld, patience, gecynd, 
gebyrd, nature, sferist, resurrection, f ulluht, baptism, ' 
lyft, air, forwyrd, destruction, genyht, abundance, 
gesceaft, creature, ge&eabt, thought, which also occur 
as feminines (269), and perhaps were originally confined 
to that gender. They follow the declension of cynn 
(246) or word (238), but have in the nom. acc. plur. 
gehygdu, gemyndu, etc. 

Note. To the foregoing singulars must be added the plurals ge- 
drihtu, elements, gehyrsto, trappings, giftu, nuptials, wistu, samwlstu, 
dainties. 



26a Paradigm: b^n, petition (Prim. Germ, btfni-z). 



b) Feminines. 



Sing. N.V. h6n 



G. b£ne 
D. bine 
A. be*n 
I. bene 



Plur. N.V. be*nc, -a 
G. b£na 



D. blnum 
A. bine, -a 
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269. Thus are declined bene, bench, cw^n, woman, 
dryht, host, htfd, skin, lyft, air, nied, need, tid, tide, 
Vrftf, strength, w£n, hope, wikt, wuht, £foVi#, fulluht, 
baptism, wyrd, fate, wyrt, fori, rootf, bysen, example, 
se(w), Zau>, and many verbal-abstracts (with the original 
suffix -ti): e.g,, dsed, deed, fierd, army, gl6d, gleed, 
sp£d, success, gehygd, thought, gecynd, gebyrd, nature, 
genyht, abundance, gemynd, wiW, gewyrht, cfeecZ, 
geffyld, patience, sfeht, property, mint, might, gesceaft, 
creature, ge&eaht, thought, est, grace, wist, swstewawce, 
^st, storm, serist, resurrection, etc. 

Note 1. The endings of this declension are the same as those of the 
a-declension, except in the acc. sing., which in the former has -e. In 
North, this termination is introduced into the i-declension at an early 
period, and to a considerable extent ; in WS. and Kent, it makes its 
appearance later, and is at first comparatively rare. Examples are : 
tide, cwe*ne, etc. 

Note 2. The genuine oldest termination of the nom. acc. plur. is -I 
(maecti, Cajdmon's Hymn, cf. Goth, mantels), which subsequently 
became -e (44). Notwithstanding, there is an early intrusion of -ae 
from the a-declcnsion (uuyrdae, Ep.). 

Note 3. A is indeclinable in the nom. acc. plur. ; in the sing, is 
found a gen. sea, besides the gen. dat. sing, fifewe, in agreement with 
which there is formed a nom. acc. eew. For see, see 266. note 2. 

Note 4. lyft and eerist are also masc. (266. note 2) ; gehygd, 
gemynd, gewyrht, wiht, wuht, geffyld, gecynd, gebyrd, serlst, 
fulluht, lyft, genyht, gesceaft, getfeaht, are also neuter (267). 
duguff, virtue, geoguff, youth, and ides, woman, which would regularly 
belong to the i-declension, in OE. follow the a-declension (252) ; se*on, 
8#n, face, onseon, view, frequently hare in WS. the acc. sing. se\>n, 
but in Ps. and North, always take -e, according to the A-declension 
(onsiene, Ps.). 

Note 5. In North, many of these feminines appear also as neuters 
(cf. 251. note). Among deviations from the regular inflectional types 
are to be noted the gen. sing, in -es of Lind. and Rit., tides, dedes, 
etc.; and the weak plur., as in nom. acc. tido, dido, gen. tidana, 
dedana, etc. 
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4) The u-Declension. 

a) Masculine 9. 

1) Short Stems. 

270. Paradigm: sunu, son (Prim. Germ, sunu-z, Goth, 
suiius). 

Sing. N.V. sunu, -o Plur. N.V. suna, -u, -o 

G. suna G. suna 

D. suna, -u, -o D. sunum 

A. sunu, -o A. suna, -u, -o 

I. suna 

271. The number of words which follow this declen- 
sion is quite limited : heoru, sword, lagu, lake, magu, 
boy, meodu, mead (subsequently neut.), siodu, custom, 
spitu, spit, wudu, wood, besides the poetical breogo, 
prince. The words frioiflFu, peace, and lio&u, limb 
(Goth. frijms, lijms), no longer occur as u-stems, ex- 
cept when the first member of compound words; in 
independent use are found the fern, frioffu (cf. 279), 
the neut. friff (cf. 239. l), and the neut. liar. So also 
for Goth, skadus, shadow, OE. has the fern, sceadu and 
the neut. scsed (cf . 253 ; 240) . 

Note. The gen. sing, subsequently has the termination -es, as in 
the o-declension, e.g., wudes, and similarly the nom. acc. plur. -as : 
wudas, eunas. 

2) Long Stems. 

272. Words with a long stem dropped the w in the 
nom. acc. sing., according to 134, and thus became 
assimilated to the o-stems, whose inflection they then 
to some extent assumed. Their inflection is as follows : 

Sing. N.V. A. feld Plur. N.V. A. feldas 
G. felda, -es G. felda 

D. felda, -e D. feldum 

I. felda. -e 
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273. Traces of this declension are still to be perceived 
in the words eard, country, gored, troop, i 'eld, field, ford, 
ford, gar, javelin, lidd, rank, heargr, idol, temple, weald, 
forest; the dissyllabic sumor, summer, winter, winter; 
and possibly haerfest, autumn, and frumsceaft, creation. 
The other words which formerly belonged to the u-de- 
clension have completely passed over to the o-declension : 
ax, messenger, d£a&, death, feorh, life, fldd, flood, Iffl, 
wine, scield, shield, tforn, thor?i, wag, wall, hungor, 
hunger, etc. = Goth, airus, daupus, fairhwus, flddus, 
leipu, neut., skildus, patirnus, waddjus, htihrus. 

Note 1. In North, there are still found the datives hada, deoffa, 
WQnga, and even a few examples of original o-stems, like blnna, 6m. 

Note 2. Examples of the gen. sing, in -a are : hada, Llcetfelda, 
wihtgara, wintra. The dat. instr. in -a is still common in the older 
texts, but is subsequently replaced by the -e of the o-declension. 

Note 3. winter, which is always of the masc. gender in the sing., 
so far as can be determined, takes in the nom. acc. plur. the neuter 
forms, wintru and winter. 

Note 4. The u is retained in the form aetgaeru of the Ep. Gloss. 
(Erf. aetgaru), as in the Runic flodu and olwfwoljm. 

b) Feminines. 

274. Of these there are but few remaining, the most 
important being duru, door, and hond, hand. Their 
declension is as follows : 

Sing. N.V.A. duru hQnd Plur. N.V.A. dura, -a hQnda 

G. dura hQnda G. dura hQnda 

I.D. dora,-u hQnda, hond D. durum hQndum 

Note 1. Other relics of this declension are: nosu, nose; cweorn, 
quern; fl6r, floor; and worold, world. Case-forms of these words are 
dat. nosa, acc. nosu; dat. cweorna; dat. fl6ra; dat. worulda. 
worold has almost entirely passed over to the 1-declension, and the 
others fluctuate : dat. acc. sing, nose ; dat. cwyrne, cweornan ; dat. 
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fl6re, acc. fl6r, fl6re; dat. worolde, etc. ; even gen. dare, dat. dure, 
dyre, dyru. Beside nosu, etc., is found nasu. 

Note 2. duru and nosa are perhaps relics of an earlier dual. Here 
may likewise be mentioned the form scnldru (sculdro), dual of the 
masc. sculdor, and the neut. br^ost, perhaps originally a dual. 

c) Neuters. 

275. There is no longer an independent u-declension 
of neuters in OE. The sole relics are Ps. North, feolu, 
feolo, and WS. feola, fela, much (the former a stereo- 
typed nom. acc., the latter perhaps a stereotyped form 
of the other cases). Goth, faihu, cattle, is WS. Kent, 
feoh, f£o, North, feh, which belongs wholly to the 
o-declension (242). 



B. WEAK DECLENSION (n-stems). 

276. The 'three genders are scarcely distinguishable, 
except in the nom. voc. sing, (with which the neut. acc. 
is identical) ; the masc. ending is -a, the fern, -e or -u 
(279), and the neut. -e. Paradigms are: masc. gunia, 
man; fern, tunge, tongue; neut. £age, eye. 



Masculine. 


Feminine. 


Neuter. 


Sing. N.V. guma 


tungc 


eage 


G. guman 


tungan 


eagan 


D. I. guman 


tungan 


eagan 


A. guman 


tungan 


e*age 


Plur.N.V.A. guman 


tungan 


eagan 


G. gumena 


tungena 


eagena 


D. gumum 


tungum 


eagum 



Note 1. In certain texts -on is found for -an. The gen. plur. more 
rarely ends in -ana, -ona (cf. note 2, end) ; still other occasional end- 
ings are -ra (strong), -enati, and -an. Long stems in r and g, seldom 
any others, are apt to syncopate the e in WS. : arna, lama, earna, 
sorgna, e*agna. 
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Notb 2. The final -n is discarded in North, (in part preserved 
in R. 1 ), and the vowels of the final syllable are subject to considerable 
variation. 

The masc. nom. usually has -a, more rarely -e, -ae ; gen. dat. acc. 
sing, and nom. acc. plur. in certain words uniformly -a, in others -a, -o, 
or -u (the latter particularly in R. 2 ), less frequently -e, -set; besides, 
Lind. and Rit. often form a strong gen. sing, in -e», -ees, more rarely a 
nom. acc. plur. in -as. 

The feminines are still more irregular: nom. sing, generally -e, some- 
times -a ; gen. -a, -e, but also -es, -sea, Lind. and Rit. ; dat. acc. sing, 
-a, -e ; nom. acc. plur. -a, -o, -e, or, following the strong masculines, -as. 
In distinction from the rest, eortfu, earth, has, for the most part, -u, -o 
instead of the other final vowels enumerated above, this being always 
the case in the nom. sing., except in R. 1 , which still possesses a few 
forms in -an, even in the fem. Moreover, the feminines are prone to 
pass over to the neut. gender. 

The following forms of the neut. occur in North, and Mercian : nom. 
dat. sing. eare, ear; nom. acc. plur. earo ; dat. -um ; nom. gen. dat. sing. 
vgo, eye ; acc. £go (-e) ; nom. acc. plur. 6go ; dat. -um. 

The gen. plur. termination of all these genders is regularly -ena, 
though -ana, -ona, are frequently found, rarely -una, and, indeed, now 
and then -a, as in the strong declension. 

l) Masculines. 

277. Like guma is declined a great number of words, 
such as gtfma, palate, bona, cock, mdna, moon, nefa, 
nephew, sefa, mind, tlona, injury, cr£da, creed; but 
especially many agent-nouns, like bona, murderer, 
hunta, hunter, wlga, warrior, etc. 

Note 1. oxa, ox, has in nom. acc. plur. oexen, exen, as weU as 
oxan ; gen. oxna, dat. oxum, and rarely ox num. The plural hiwan, 
higan, members of a family, forms a gen. hina, as well as hlgna. 

Note 2. fl6a, flea (perhaps fem.), tr6a, lord, gefa, enemy, gefea, 
joy, le*o, lion (North, le*a, gen. l^as), *sc6o, leg, tweo, doubt (North, 
tuft and tula, cf. 156. 3), Area, threat, Sw£on, Swedes, and ra, roe, 
systematically contract the vowel of the radical syllable with that of 
the derivative syllable into the vowel a or the diphthongs 6a, 6o : 
gen., etc., fr^an; gen. plur. Swe"ona, dat. Swe'om. The declension 
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of l6o is as follows : sing. nom. l6o ; gen. le*o, l^on, Ilonas ; dat. lexme 
(llonan); acc. l&>n, lexma; plur. nom. lexm; gen. lexma; dat. 
lexmum; acc. l^on. The dat. plur. lloum is an exceptional form 
(cf. 110. note 1). 

2) Feminine*. 

278. The number of feminines which are declined like 

tunge is smaller than that of the masculines. Examples 

are : eortTe, folde, hrrise, earth, heorte, heart, sunne, 

sun, meowle, maiden, n&dre, viper, swealewe, swallow, 

bune, cup, ceole, throat, clife, burdock, clifiFe, poultice, 

cwene, woman, cwice, quitch-grass, myre, mare, piose 

(pyse, pise), pease. 

Note. Contractions (as in 277. note 2) are exhibited by h6o, bee 
(North, bla, Ps. plur. bian), ce*o, chomjh, r^o, covering, sex>, pupil, da, 
doe, fla, arrow, ta, toe; gen., etc., b«km, s&ra, flan, etc. (ta has gen. 
tan and taan, dat. plur. tanum, and s£o the dat. plur. sloum). 
Other forms of t6o are r^owe, r^owu, acc. plur. rlowan. 

279. As respects their origin, the abstracts in -u, -o, 
such as brsfedu, breadth, hufelu, salvation, mengu, menigo, 
multitude, strengu, strength, ieldu, age, belong to the 
weak declension, since they correspond to Goth, weak 
nouns in -ei, like managei, multitude. They have, how- 
ever, taken the nom. sing, ending -u from the ri-declension, 
and thus rid themselves entirely of the old inflectional 
forms. Their declension is as follows : 

Sing. N. strengu, -o Plur. N. A. strange, -a ; -u, -o, 
G.-j G. strenga 

D. I strange ; -u, -o D. strengum 

A.J 

Other feminines which, though not abstracts, have 
adopted the same nominative ending, -u, are : cinu, 
fissure, f«?nu, standard, fatFu, paternal aunt, hosu, hose, 
hracu, throaty mora, parsnip, peru, pear, spadu, spade, 
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sporu (Be*ow. 986), spur, swiopu, whip, ffrotn, throat, 

wucu, week, and perhaps lonu, lane. These all have 

a short radical syllable, and take -n regularly in the 

oblique cases. 

Note 1. The abstracts are mostly indeclinable in the sing., that is, 
they end in -u, -o in all cases. Plurals are hardly ever found. The 
nom. acc. sing, has occasionally a shortened form, yld for yldo, age 
(cf. 255. 3). lufti (253) is frequently weak, and is then classed with 
clnu, etc., above. 

Note 2. Here again Lind. and Kit. have likewise a gen. in -es, like 
seldes, snytres = WS. ieldu, snytru. 

Note 3. The older final -i of the abstracts still shows itself in the 
constant umlaut of the radical syllable, as well as in the palatalization 
of preceding gutturals : me,nigeo; str^ngeo. 

Note 4. The short-stemmed ferainines with the nominative ending 
in -u are not found in the earliest texts, such as the Epinal and Corpus 
glossaries: Ep. morae, throtae; Corp. more, ffrote. 

3) Neuters. 

280. The only words which are certainly declined 
like 6age are £are, ear, and wonge, cheek, and perhaps 
rihte, dawn ; heorte has become feminine (Prim. Germ, 
herttfn, neut.). 

Note. For the North, declension of e*are and e*go see 276. note 2. 



C. MINOR DECLENSIONS. 

i) Monosyllabic Consonant Stems. 
a) Masculines. 

281. Paradigm: f6t,foot. 

Sing. N.V.A. f6t Plur. N.V.A. tit 
G. f6tes G. fota 

ft. fet D. f6tum 

I. fote, Ut 
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282. Thus are declined t6tf, tooth, plur. toff ; inoii(n), 
man(n), plur. men(n) ; ds, gen. plur. esa ; and likewise 
in part the dissyllabic hseleff, hero, mdnaff, month, 
aloff, ale. 

Note 1. Besides monn, there is also a weak tnasc. monn a, manna, 
declined according to 276, but occurring, for the most part, only in the 
acc. sing. Proper names in -mon take the dat. -monn© : Colemonne, 
Gearomonne. (In North, the acc. is always monno in L. ; monnu, 
rarely monn, in R.) From f6t there is formed a plur. f6tas ; so the 
plur. of toljf is sometimes toff as in LWS., and even once in the Ps. ; in 
North, occurs the dat. sing, toffe and the gen. plur. toffana. 

Note 2. hseleff and m6na# have a nom. acc plur. without termi- 
nation, along with haeleffas (hajleflTe) and m6n(e)o*as. In the sing, 
they are regularly inflected according to the o-declension. alod*, which 
is perhaps neut., has nom. and gen. sing, alod*, no other forms being 
known to occur. 

b) Feminities. 

283. The gen. dat. sing, and nom. acc. plur. have no 
inflectional terminations, but exhibit i-umlaut wherever 
phonetic laws admit of its occurrence. Paradigm: 
boc, book. 

Sing. N.V.A. boc Plur. N.V.A. bee 

G. bete O. b6ca 

D. bee D. bocum 

284. Thus are declined grit, goat, grtit, grout, 6c, oak, 
brtfc, trousers, g<5s, goose, wl6h, fringe, sulh, plough, 
turf, turf, burg, borough, f urn, furrow, Ids, louse, inns, 
mouse, STrtih, trough, cu, cow, niht, night, *dung, prison, 
and the dissyllabic maegetF, maid, besides the proper 
names Cent, Cert, I, Tenet, Wikt, the latter adding 
-e in the gen. sing. 

Note 1. boo very rarely occurs as neut. wl6h is assigned to this 
declension, on account of the North, plur. wloeh. sulh has the nom. 
sing, sul, gen. plur. aula, dat. sulum (218). burg (more anciently, 
and in North., also burug) has in the gen., etc., usually byrig in place 
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of the older and less common byrg; subsequently the word is also 
declined like b£n (268), only without umlaut; gen. dat. sing, burge, 
nom. act*, plur. burge, -a. As the second element of a compound proper 
name, it invariably follows the latter declension : dat. Werbarge; acc. 
iE>clburge, Eadburge, Seaxburge, Weerburge. 

cu has gen. sing, cu, cy, cus, nom. acc. plur. cf, cfe, gen. plur. 
c6na, cfna. niht (meht, neaht), and msegeff, maegff, are invariable 
in the whole sing, and the nom. acc. plur., on account of the failure of 
umlaut, niht has, however, a gen. nihtes, used for the most part only 
adverbially, and almost certainly to be regarded as masculine ; subse- 
quently there occurs the gen. dat. sing, nihte. 

Note 2. A gen. sing, ending in -e, like burge, note 1, is not uncom- 
mon : b6ce, cue, gate, ace, gose, muse. Datives without umlaut now 
and then occur : Ac, burh, ffruh, furh, grfit. 

Note 3. The short-stemmed nouns of this declension take u in the 
nom. acc. sing., following the analogy of the a-declension : hnltu, nit; 
hnutu, nut ; studu, prop, column. These have acc. plur. hntte ; gen. 
sing, hnyte, hnute, dat. sing, hnyte, gen. plur. hnuta, hnutena, 
dat. plur. hnutum, acc. plur. hnyte ; dat. sing, styde, stude, studa. 
Parallel forms to studu are stuffu and stod (8toff). 

Note 4. Foreign names of places are usually indeclinable : Mallros, 
Melrose; Gend, Ghent; Rin, Rhine ; Paris. 



2) Stems in -r. 

The names of relationship in -r, feeder, father, 
brtfffor, brother, mtfdor, mother, d oh tor, daughter, 
sweoster, swuster, sister (together with the pluralia 
tantum gfebrtfffor, brethren, and gesweostor, sisters), are 
thus inflected in WS. and Kent. : 



Singular — 

N.V.A. feeder br6ffor 

G. f seder, -res brdffor 

D. feeder bre'o'er 

Plural — 

N.V.A. f8Bd(e)ras | bF ^ r ' 

G. fsed(e)ra br6ffra 



modor 
m6dor 
meder 



dohtor 
dohtor 
dehter 



sweostor 
sweostor 
sweostor 



D. faed(e)rum broffrum 



(mddru), -a \ ^ ohu >r> eweoBtor 
( -tru, -tra 

m6dra dohtra sweostra 

modrurn dohtrum sweostrum 
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Note 1. Instead of -or is not infrequently found -er (but -or is never 
found for -er where -er is given above) ; rarely -ar, especially Kent. 

Note 2. In LWS. a gen. sing, mlder, dehter, sometimes occurs ; 
and a dat. br6ffer, dohtor. 

Note 3. In Ps. and North, the umlaut forms are brosffer, mceder, 
ddehter. 



286. To this group belong present participles used as 
nouns (for the inflection of the participles themselves 
see 305 ff.). Paradigms: freond, friend; hettend, 
enemy. 



287. Like freVmd are declined flond, enemy (plur. 

ffend, f6ond, gen. fgonda) ; g<5dd<Snd, benefactor (plur. 

gddd£nd, El. 359) ; and the plur. tantum geftend, ge- 

frfend. The dissyllables, like &gend, owner, d£niend, 

judge, hselend, nergeiid, saviour, wlgend, warrior, are 

all declined like hettend, that is, take the adj. ending 

in the gen. plur. 

Note 1. The terminations of the o-declension have become predom- 
inant in the sing. ; of rare occurrence are such forms as dat. instr. 
sing, friend, fiend. In the nom. acc. plur. there often occurs he,t- 
tende, beside hettend, according to the adjective declension; and 
sometimes, even in EWS., the termination -das. In North, and in 
poetry the forms flondas, fre'ondas (fiondas, friondas), are to be 
met with. 

Note 2. In LWS. a plur. in -drag occurs, evidently modelled upon 
the gen. plur. : wircendras, wealdendras, etc. Fluctuation between 
the feminine and the other genders is found in swelgend, whirlpool, 
wealdend, ruler, feond, enemy. 



3) Stems in -nd. 



8ing. N.V.A. freond 



hettend 
hettendes 
hettende 
hettende 

hettend, -de 

hettendra 

hettendum 



G. freondes 
D. fre'onde 
I. freonde 



Plur. N.V.A. friend, freond 
G. freonda 
D. freondum 
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4) St 



IN -os, -es. 



288. These correspond to the Gr. neuters in -09, Lat. 
-us, -eris. In OE. they are quite limited in number, 
arising in part from the fact that a few have entirely 
lost the s (cf. 182; 290. note 3). They may be divided 
into two classes. 

289. The first class comprises those words which re- 
tain, under all circumstances, the r from original s: 
salor, hall ; wildor, beast; sigor, victory; dogor, day; 
h&lor, salvation; hr^ffer, hrf&er (subsequently also 
hruffer), cattle; 6ar, ear of com (from *ahur, North, 
eher, aehher). 

These words have, in the main, passed over into the 

o-declension, and hence are declined according to 238, 

244 ff. ; yet there sometimes occurs a dat. instr. sing. 

without inflectional termination : dogor, hrtfffor, sigor, 

North, eher, sehher, along with frequent dogore, lird&re, 

etc. Plural forms are dogor, hr^fferu, 6ar. 

Note, sigor is usually regarded as masc., but probably without 
sufficient reason. In North, two nom. acc. plurals of eher are formed : 
ehera and ehras. 

290. The second class is formed by the words lomb, 
lamb; ccalf, calf ; &g,egg; scear, ploughshare ; bread, 
bread; lsfcw, thigh; and the plur. haeteru, garments. 
These have cast off the r in the sing., but retain it in 
the plur. (yet lombor, -er, sometimes occurs as a sing., 
according to 243). The declension is therefore: 

Sing. N. A. lomb, lombor cealf afeg 



Plur. N. A. lombru, lomb 



D. I. lombe 



G. lombra, lomba 
D. lombrum 



G. lQinbcs 



cealfes seges 

cealfe sfege 

cealf ru segru 

cealfra, cealfa sfegra 

cealf rum segrum 
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Note 1. The sing, of these words sometimes has 1-umlaut; so always 
Ps. caelf, North, caelf and celf, and more rarely lemb as well as l$mb 
(cf. also hryffer, from *hrunblz). In Ps. North, the nom. acc. plur. 
is also written calfur, lQinbur, -or, as well as calferu, -ero, lumber u, 
-(o)ru. An umlaut form cylf occurs in WS. in the compound cylf- 
hongra. 

Note 2. clld, child, is in general declined like word, 238, and hence 
has plur. clld, etc. (North, also cildo) ; yet sometimes there occurs a 
plur. clldru. Moreover, cild is now and then masc. in North., and 
then forms the plur. clldas The plur. hsemedru occurs once : Haupt 
Gi. 525. 

Note 3. To the s-stems belonged originally the OE. masc. be,re, 
ej^e, bete, sige (263. note 4) ; of long stems, apparently hael, welfare, 
\krGt5,fame, ddbg, day, hriff-, cattle, along with halor, hr69or, d6gor, 
hriffer; and probably cl&9, claff, cloth, felt, felt, fl£ah, a disease of the 
eye, fl&BC,Jlesh, flys, fleos, fleece, hilt, hilt, hlafew, hlaw, funeral mound, 
hraVw, braw, corpse ; cf . also l$mb, caelf, note 1. Here the s of the 
suffix has totally disappeared ; in the case of the short stems its vowel 
was retained as 1 (e), while in that of the long stems it was rejected 
according to 133. For hlsfew, hraew, and fl&sc, see also 90. note ; 
the umlaut of the latter word is accounted for by the -iz of the oblique 
cases. 

Note 4. The following dissyllables may be classed as original 
os-stems : gefeg. joining, gegrynd, plot of ground, gehield, protection, 
gehlyd, clamor, geswinc, tribulation ; more doubtful are oecyrf, frag- 
ment, gehnafest, conflict, geresp, blame, geswyrf, filings. 

Declension of Adjectives. 

291. The Germanic adjective lias a twofold declen- 
sion : the strong and the weak. The latter is peculiar 
to Germanic, while the former originally corresponded 
to the adjective declension in the cognate languages. 
Most adjectives may be declined in either way ; the em- 
ployment of the one or the other depends chiefly upon 
syntactical considerations. The weak form is generally 
employed after the article, and whenever an adjective is 
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employed as a substantive ; the strong form is assigned 
to the predicate adjective, and to the attributive adjec- 
tive when used without the article. 

Note. Of the strong declension are all the pronouns except seolf(a) 
and se ilea, 339 ; the cardinal numbers, from " two " upwards, so far as 
they are declined like adjectives (324 ff.) ; 69er, the second (328) ; and 
a number of adjectives like eall, all, genog, enough, mQnig, many. Of 
the weak declension are the comparatives, the superlatives in -ma, and 
the ordinals from "three" upward. The adjectives won(a), wanting, 
and gewuna, wont, are for the most part indeclinable, and restricted 
to predicative use. 

A. STRONG ADJECTIVES. 

292. The strong adjective declension in Germanic has 
in many respects departed from its original form, 
which, as has been remarked, was identical with the 
noun declension, and has become assimilated to that of 
the pronouns. By this means the distinctions of the 
three vowel declensions, once possessed alike by adjec- 
tive and noun, have been in great measure obscured. 
Only one vowel declension remains clearly marked, that 
of the o-stems (with the fern, in -d, cf. 235) . As in the 
case of the noun, the jo- and wo-stems form subdivisions 
which must be separately considered. Of the i- and 
u-declensions only scanty remains have been preserved 
in the nom. (302 ff.). 

l) Pure o-stems. 

293. Here again we are called upon to distinguish 
between short and long stems, polysyllables and mono- 
syllables. The discrepancies of the paradigms may be 
explained by reference to the laws concerning final 
sounds and syncopation. As a paradigm for the short 
stems we may take hwset, active; for the long stems, 
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gda^good; for polysyllables, hdligr, holy. The variations 
from the noun declension are indicated in a) and b) by 
italics : 

a) Short Stem*. 

Masc. Nbut. 
Sing. N.V. hwaet hwaet 
G. hwates 
D. hwatum 
A. hwcctne hwast 
I. hwate 

Plur. N.A.V. hwate hwatu, -o 

G. hwmtra 
D. hwatum 



Fkm. 
hwatu, -o 

hircetre 
hxmtre 
hwate 

hwata, -o 



6) Long Stems. 



Sing. N.V. 


god 


g6d 


g6d 


G. 


god es 




gddre 


D. 


gddum 




godre 


A. 


gddne 


god 


g6de 


I. 


gode 




■ 


Plur. N.V. A. 


g6de 


god 


goda, -e 


G. 




gddra 




D. 




godum 





c) Polysyllables. 

Sing. N.V. halig halig 

G. halgcs 
D. halgum 
A. halignc halig 
I. halge 

( haligu, -o; 
( halgu, -o; halig 
G. hallgra 
D. halgum 



Plur. N.V. A. halge 



( haligu, -o ; 

( halgu, -o ; halig 

haligre 

haligre 

halge 

hdlga, -o 



Note 1. The -u of the nom. sing. fem. and nora. acc. plur. neut. of 
the short stems and polysyllables hwatu, haligu, is in general older 
than the -o of hwato, haligo. In LWS. even the long stems some- 
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times take the ending -u (-a) in the nom. acc. plur. neut. : swylcu, 
callu, unrihta. 

Note 2. In very old texts, the dat. sing. masc. and neut. sometimes 
ends in -em : rninem, etc. The urn of the same case, and of the dat. 
plur. of all genders, afterwards passes into -on, -an : godan, halgan, 
etc. (cf. 237. note 6). 

Note 3. In LWS. the nom. acc. plur. neut. is replaced by the forms 
of the masc. : hwate, g6de, halge, for hwatu, god, haligu, halig. 

Note 4. In North, the gen. sing. masc. and neut. also ends in -aes, 
and the gen. dat. sing. fern, in -rae ; the nom. plur. has the ending -e, 
more rarely -ao, but very frequently (especially in the Hit.) -o. 

294. Like hwaet are declined the few OE. adjectives 
with a short stem, like til, useful, sum, a certain, hoi, 
hollow, dol, dull, torn, tame, won, lacking, baer, bare, 
blaec, black, glaed, glad, hraed, speedy, laet, late, waer, 
wary, as well as the compounds in -sum, -some, and 
-lie, -ly. 

Note 1. The paradigm hwaet shows at the same time the modifi- 
cations which the radical vowel as undergoes, according to 49 ft. In 
distinction from the substantive, the vowel ae is here actually limited 
to forms with a closed radical syllable, hwaet - hwates, as opposed to 
daeg-dacges, faot-faetes, etc. In certain words this rule is not ob- 
served : thus straec seems always to retain its ae, and hraeflf (hraed) 
usually does so in WS. ; blaec, black, takes a in all the oblique cases ; 
other exceptions are rare. 

Contrary to 144, those with short stems have, for the most part, no 
middle vowel ; only seldom is one found in the r-cases : sumere, along 
with sumre. 

Note 2. In Fs. the adjectives in -sum have -sum instead of -sumu 
in the nom. sing. fern. In the older period, -lec often stands for -lie 
before a vocalic ending. 

295. Like g<5d are declined the majority of the OE. 
adjectives: eald, old, f&g, inimical, fdh, hostile, flalh, 
deceitful, gemdh, importunate, htfl, whole, blah, high, 
r6f, vigorous, t6h, tough, anwltfh, gewltfh, adorned, 
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fyrn, old (originally an i-stem, as the umlaut shows), 
and many others. 

Note 1. Words in h, like ffweorh, transverse, he* ah, high, hreoh, 
_ rough, w6h, wrong, run, rough, drop the h in polysyllabic forme ; those 
having a vowel before the h contract, for the most part, according to 
110 ff. ; hence ffweorh - <5T weores (242), but w6h, nom. sing. fern. w6 
(for *w6hu), gen. etc. w6s, w6(u)m, w6ne, w6, plur. w6ra, w6(u)m, 
fern. w6re, etc., as well as woges, etc. The ace. sing, of h^ah is 
generally h^anne, more rarely h^ane, very seldom heahne, gen. dat. 
sing. fem. hearre, gen. plur. he'arra, along with h£are, h^ahre, and 
heara, heahra (222. 2) ; dat. heagum, side by side with heam and 
heaura ; Ps. North, h4h (163), but dat. heam from f h^hum, acc. 
heane from *h£hona (166. 5), weak he'a from *he'ho, as in WS. 

r6h has gen. ruwes and rages, even occasionally rues (cf. 116). 

A similar interchange of h and g is occasionally to be noted in the 
forms of gemah importunate, neah, nigh, and fr^oh, free. Now and 
then forms without h, and indeed such as have w, are found in the 
cases which have no termination : hrex> for hreoh. 

Note 2. Words ending in a geminated consonant, like grimm, fierce, 
still, quiet, wonn, dusky, dimm, dark, deall, proud, eall, all, simplify 
the geminate (225) before any termination beginning with a consonant, 
and, as a rule, when final: grim(m), grimme, grimre, grimra, but 
grimmes, grimmum, etc. Nevertheless, 11 often remains before con- 
sonants : eallre, eallra, eallne, etc. 

Note 3. In the later texts, -ere, -era, are the regular forms, even 
after long stems : goderc, godera, etc. 

296. To the polysyllables, which are declined like 
hrilig (North, also hselig), belong the derivatives in 
-ig, like 6adig, fortunate, f&mig, foamy, lir^migr, clamor- 
ous, mo/nig, many a (North, also menig); in -el, -ol, like 
lytel, little, micel, large, yfel, evil, hnitol, pushing with 
the horns, sticol, sharp, sweotol, manifest ; in -er, -or, 
like faeger, fair, biter, bitter, bitter, snotor, snottor, 
wise; in -en, like haeOFen, heathenish, gilpen, boastful; 
besides the adjectives denoting material, like gylden, 
golden, fren, iron, stsenen, stone, the past part, of verbs 
(306), and many others. 
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Note 1. The polysyllables with the first syllable short retain the 
middle vowel, in all forms, whenever it is original (144) : gweo- 
toles, sweotole ; but not always when it arose in the nom. ace. from 
syllabic r: faegeres and fsegres, etc. On the contrary, micel and 
lytel are always treated like long stems, and yfel very frequently so ; 
that is, they undergo syncope of the middle vowel : mlcles, lytles, etc. 
In the case of the long stems, syncope does not take place in the tri- 
syllabic forms of the nom. sing. fern, and nom. acc. plur. in the earlier 
period ; hence haligu (micelu, lytelu), not halgu; not till later do we 
encounter forms like e6wru, hlntru, etc. In the other trisyllabic 
forms, having a termination beginning with a vowel, the long stems 
should always undergo syncope ; frequently, however, the middle vowel 
has again forced an entrance from the unsyncopated forms, the fre- 
quency increasing with the lateness of the period. Most irregular of 
all are the adjectives in -ig (which often appears before a vocalic ending 
as -eg-). The fewest instances of syncope are formed in the past part, 
in -en. 

Note 2. The accusative ending -ne is attached immediately to the 
adjective endings in -en, and the endings -re, -ra, to those in -er: 
gyldenne, irenne ; ftegerre, snotterra, etc. Now and then, especially 
in later OE., the nn, rr, are simplified to n, r (225. 2. b). 

2) }o-8tem8. 

297. Stems originally short, like mid, middle, nyt, 
useful, gesib, related (cf. Goth, midjis, grasibjis), and 
perhaps lyt, little, are declined in all respects like the 
pure o-stems ending in a geminated consonant (295. 
note 2) : mid, gen. middes, fern, midre, etc. 

Note 1. niwe (niewe), new, with its alternative ne*owe (Goth, 
niujis), which originally belonged here, has -e in the nom. like the 
long stems, and retains its w even before consonants : niwne, niwre, 
niwra ; or n^owne, etc. 

Note 2. trio, free, Ps. frea, stem *frljo-, contracts the vowel of 
root and suffix in the nom. sing., but originally retained the uncon- 
tracted form in the polysyllabic cases : frio, gen. friges, dat. frigum, 
plur. frige, etc. Yet forms modelled directly on the contract nom. are 
the rule in "WS. : gen. dat. sing. fern, friore, gen. plur. friora, acc. 
sing. masc. frione, nom. acc. plur. masc. frio, etc. The forms frioh, 
fre*oh, like ungebleoh, variegated, are new formations. 
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298. Stems originally long take -e in the nom. sing, 
masc. and neut. ; they have -u, -o in the nom. sing. fern, 
and nom. acc. plur. neut., and in other respects are de- 
clined like the pure o-stems. Paradigm : gr£ne, green. 



Masc. Neut. 


Fem. 


Sing. N.V. gre'ne grtsne 


grenu, -o 


G. grfenes 


gr^nre 


D. grenum 


grenre 


A. gre'nne grene 


gre'ne 


I. gr^ne 




Plur. N.V. A. gre'ne gr£nu, -o 


grena, -e 


G. grenra 




D. grenum 





Note. Words with mute + liquid or nasal before the e, like gifre, 
syfre, faecne, insert a vowel before the r, n, when an unlike consonant 
follows : s^ferne, f&cenra ; on the other hand, acc. sing. masc. ftfecne 
for *f&cnne, gen. plur. syfra for *syfrra, etc. Adjectives ending in 
-line do not add n in the acc. sing. masc. 

299. This declension is followed by a tolerably large 
number of OE. adjectives. Examples: blfffe, blithe, 
br«5me, famous, c£ne, bold, dierne, secret, drfge, dry, 
ierre, angry, fsecne, deceitful, s£fte, soft, sw^te, sweet, 
sffre, sober; besides verbal adjectives like genge, cur- 
rent, gen&me, acceptable, and a large number ending in 
-bsfere, bearing, -ede, ~ed, and -ihte, -y, like waestmbsere, 
fruitful, hocede, curved, stsfenihte, stony. 

Note 1. A few adjectives fluctuate between this declension and that 
of the simple o-stems: e.g., smolt and smylte, serene; string and 
strenge, strong ; unified and Unicode, wretched ; s6f t and sef te, soft. 

Note 2. Not a few adjectives have been transferred to this from the 
i- or u-declension (302 ft.). 

3) wostems. 

300. The words with a single consonant before the w 
vocalize the latter when final to -o, -u (-a), and before 
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a consonantal termination to -o. Here belong, for ex- 
ample : earu, active, gearu, ready, mearu, tender, 
nearu, narrow, calu, callow, cylu, spotted, f ealu, fallow, 
salu, sallotv, geolu, yellow, basu, be(o)su, brown, hasu, 
gray. They are declined as follows : 





Masc. Neut. 


Fem. 


Sing. N.V. 


gearu gearu, -o 


gearu, -o 


G. 


gearwes 


gearore 


D. 


gearwum 


gearore 


A. 


gearone gearu, -o 


gearwe 


I. 


gearwe 




Plur. N.V. A. 


gearwe gearu 


gearwa, -e 


G. 


gearora 




D. 


gearwum 





Note. A middle vowel frequently stands before the w : gearowe, 
gearewum, etc. Of sporadic occurrence is an acc. fealuwne, etc.; 
-uw is even found at times in the uninflected form: mearuw, brun- 
basuw, geoluw. 

301. Words with a long vowel or a diphthong before 
the w retain the latter in all cases, and hence conform 
in all respects to the declension of the simple o-stems. 
Examples : sldw, slow, gedeaw, dewy, (ge)bleow, shel- 
tered, unhleow, unsheltering, ges£aw, juicy, glgaw, 
prudent, hn6aw, miserly, hr^aw, raw, reow, rough, 
rdw, gentle, and the plur. tant. tea, f6*we,few; to these 
may be added flF6ow(a), serving, though the latter usually 
follows the weak declension. 

Note. From reow is also formed the acc. reone. 

4) i-stems. 

302. Of short stems only a few relics are left : bryce, 
fragile, swice, deceitful, cyme, comely, fr$me, strenuous, 
gemyne, mindful. They follow the declension of the 
originally long jo-stems, like gr4ne (298), i.e., they re- 
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tain the simple consonant in all cases, and do not insert 

j before the vocalic termination. 

Note. The long i-stems, whose i ought properly to be dropped 
when there is no case-ending, have passed over to the declension of 
the long jo-stems : e.g., br^ce, useful, swtte, stowf, blfffe, blithe, gedefe, 
suitable, gemsfene, common, cf. Goth. bruks, snts, blel)>8, gad6fs, 
gamalns ; the only exception is the noin. fyrn, ancient, which may be 
regarded as the sole relic of the long i-stems. 

5) ustems. 

303. The only certain relic of the u-declension is 
cwicu, cucu, alive, more frequently cwic. All the other 
cases are formed from cwic, gen. sing, cwices, cwicre, 
etc., the only exception being the masc. sing., which 
occurs as cucune, cucenne, etc. (cf. 225. note). Here 
may also belong wlacu, tepid, beside its alternative wlsec. 

Note 1. The long u-stems have mostly gone over to the o- or Jo- 
declension : cf. OE. heard, hard, gleaw, sagacious, with Goth, hardus, 
glaggwus ; $glc, troublesome, hn^sce, soft, tWQlfwlntre, twelve years 
old, with Goth, aglus, hnasqus, and twalibwlntrus. Occasionally 
doublets are found, like string and str^uge. 

Note 2. The oblique cases of cwicu, cucu, now and then exhibit 
the forms cucne, cuces, cuce, etc. 

B. THE WEAK DECLENSION. 

304. The weak declension of adjectives is the same 
as that of nouns, except that the gen. plur. is almost 
always replaced by the strong form -ra. Paradigm: 
gtfda, the good. 

Masc. 

Sing. N. V. goda 
G. 
D. 

A. godan 
Plur. N.V.A. 

G. 
D. 
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Fem. Neut. 
g6de g6do 



g 6<1 an 



g6dan 

godan g6de 

g6dan 
godra 
godum 
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Note 1. A gen. plur. in -ena, like godena, is rarely met with, and 
perhaps belongs only to scholarly translations like the Cura Past. 
Other variations of the gen. plur. are the ending in -an in conformity 
with the other cases ; contractions like seterna, gearra, uttra, yldra, 
for sbternena, gearr-ra (307), 6terr(e)ra, *yldr(e)ra; besides which 
the gen. is sometimes formed in -a, like that of strong nouns : feffer- 
f6ta, uplica. 

Note 2. The dat. plur. -an frequently occurs at an early period 
instead of -urn, g6dan, lsessan, etc., in advance of its appearance in 
the dat. of strong adjectives and the dat. plur. of nouns (237. note 6; 
293. note 3). This is no doubt to be attributed to the influence of 
the other cases in -an. The ending -an, wherever occurring, is occa- 
sionally replaced by -on. 

Note 3. In some words contraction takes place : thus hea, gen. hean 
from heah, dat. sing, hreon from hre6h ; w6, w6n from w6h, etc. 

Note 4. The discrepancies in North, are essentially the same as 
those that have been already noticed under the weak declension of 
nouns (276. note 2). 



C. DECLENSION OF PARTICIPLES. 



305. The present participle has adopted in full the 
jo-declension of adjectives, and may also be inflected 
as weak. Paradigm of the strong declension : grief ende, 

giving. 

Masc. Neut. 
Sing. N.V. giefende giefende 
6. giefendes 
D. glefendum 
A. glefendne giefende 
I. giefende 

Plur. N.V. A. glefende giefendu, -o 
G. giefendra 
D. glefendum 



giefendu, -o 
giefendre 
giefendre 
glefende 

giefenda, -e 



Note 1. When used predicatively, the past participle is apt to be 
uninfected in the nom. acc. 

Note 2. For the declension of the present participle when used as 
a substantive see 286 ff. 
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306. The past participle, like the adjective, has both 
the strong and the weak declension ; e.y., from dc^osan. 
elect, iiQrian, nave : 



Strong | 



Mabc. 
acoren 



N*Bt7T. 

acoren 



Weak 



( acorena 
I genereda 



acorene 
generede 



acorenu 
gen^redu 

acorene 
geo^rcde 



Note 1. The nom. sing. fern, and nom. acc. plur. in -u are rare, and 
are almost entirely confined to attributive use. In the predicative posi- 
tion the uninflected form is employed : acoren, gen$red. 

Note 2. With regard to syncope in polysyllabic forms cf. 296. 



D. THE COMPARISON OF ADJECTIVES. 

l) Comparative, 

307. The OE. comparative has but one ending, -ra, 
which corresponds both to the Goth, -iza and to the 
Goth. -<5za. This termination is usually attached to 
the positive, without any modification of the latter by 
i-umlaut : earm, poor - earmra ; heard, hard - heardra ; 
glaed, glad - glaedra ; f aeger, fair - f aegcrra ; gearo, 
ready - gearora (EWS. gearra). Only a few form 
their comparative with i-umlaut, like eald, old - ieldra ; 
grlat, great - grfetra ; geong, young - gi(e)ngra (Ps. 
also gungra); sceort, short - scyrtra ; h£ak has hferra, 
h^rra (222. 2), as well as Mehra and h£ahra. 

Note. The comparative of brad is usually bradra, but sometimes 
brsedra; the comparative of gehlfcow, sheltered, is found once as 
gehliura (Ep. Alex. 53). 

308. The comparatives are declined like weak adjec- 
tives (304). 
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2) Superlative. 

309. The shorter form of the superlative ends in -ost 

(likewise in -ust, -ast), more rarely in -est : e.g., l£of, 

dear - leofost ; heard, hard - heardost ; hwset, sharp - 

hwatost : rfce, rich - rfcost ; smael, small - smalost ; but 

strong, strenge, strong -str^ngost. 

Note. The superlative of smsel sometimes occurs as smaelst; from 
fea(we) are formed feast and feawoste. 

310. The superlative, like the comparative (307), but 
seldom takes i-umlaut: eald - ieldest, long - lengest, 
strong - strongest, geong-gi(e)ngest (Ps. also gun- 
gesta), sceort - scyrtest ; h£ah has hlehst, h^hst along 
with hlahest, h^ahst, LWS. hlhst(a), cf. 101 (Ps. hlsta, 
North, h^sta, heista, 166. 5). 

Note. These superlatives with umlaut have also a substitute in -ost. 

311. With regard to the inflection, the strong declen- 
sion of superlatives is almost entirely confined to the 
shorter forms in -ost, -est, which stand for the nom. voc. 
sing, and acc. sing. neut. With this exception, strong 
forms are rare. The superlative usually follows the 
weak declension. 

As a rule, the umlaut forms have the termination -esta: 
ieldesta, l^ngesta, gingesta ; or, rarely, the shortened 
-sta : hfehsta, h^hsta ; more rarely -osta, as in selosta 
(312). Even those without umlaut, and ending in -ost, 
]ike heardost, leofost, very frequently change the o 
of this ending into e, as soon as the word receives an 
additional syllable: heardesta, teofesta, along with 
heardosta, 16ofosta (cf. 129). Syncope of the e is rare 
in the umlaut forms: lengsta, yldsta. 



Digitized by 



DECLENSION OF ADJECTIVES. 



157 



3) Irregular Comparison. 

312. In a few adjectives the lack of a regular compara- 
tive or superlative is supplied by forms from a different 
root: 

g6d, good comp. b<*t(e)ra, be.ttra superl. be,t(o)st, batata 

" sfella, sfelra " sSlost, selesta (-osta) 

yfel, bad " wiersa " wierrest(a), wlersta 

mlcel, great 14 mara " nuest(a) 

lytel, small « Lfessa " \ , * 8 f t ' 1,fa,t < a >' 

Note. To mara belongs the neuter substantive ma, Ps. vmk ; simi- 
larly to sfclla, selra, better (North. Early Kent. sflfelra) belongs gel 
(older aflfel). For mflest(a) the North, has also mast(a). 



313. In a few cases the comparative and superlative 
are formed from an adverb or preposition, in default 
of a corresponding positive : 

feor, far comp. flerra, fyrra superl. fierrest(a) 

neah, near " nearra, neara " niehst(a), nyhst(a) 

fler, earlier " flerra " £rest(a) 

fore, before u furffra " fyrst(a), EWS. fyrest 

Note. For Ps. nesta, North, neata, nelsta, see 166. 5. LWS. 
nghsta, nexta, standing for umlauted neahsta, are frequently found 
(101). 

314. From some words there is formed a superlative 
with an m-suffix. This is preserved in its simplest 
form only in forma, the first, and in bindema, the 
hindmost; the others have added the regular superla- 
tive termination -est, and consequently end in -mest 
(maest). These formations, like the preceding, are in 
some cases derived from adverbs and prepositions : 
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(siff, late) comp. 


siffra superl. sfffemest, sfffest 


(laet, /ate) " 


laetra 




laetemest 


(inne, ictthin) 


inn(e)ra 


<t 


innemest ^ 


(ute, without) " 


6t(er)ra, ytra 


it 


ytemest, utemest 


(ufan, above) ** 


ufera, yfer(r)a 


it 


yf(e)mest 


(nitfan, below) ** 


nifferra 




niffemest, neoflfemest 


(fore, before) " 




« 


forma, fyrmest 


(aefter, q/ter) M 


sefterra 




aiftemest 


(mid, wiiaj 




tt 


midmest 


( noro, northward) " 


nortf(e)ra, nyrffre 


u 


norffmest 


(sniff, southward) " 


suff(e)ra, syffera 


it 


suffmest 


(fcast, eastward) " 


east(e)ra 


it 


eastmest 


(west, westward) " 


west(e)ra 


it 


westmest 



Note 1. In EWS. we find a superlative ^mest, the highest, Goth, 
auh mists (222. 2. note). 

Note 2. Comparatives in adverbial use are norffor, suffor (sy^F). 

Note 3. The regular ending of the comparative is -erra, except in 
siffra and laetra; -era, -ra, are contractions from the full form 
(225. 2. b). 

APPENDIX. 

Formation of Adverbs. 

315. Adjectival adverbs have the ending -e: e.g., 
heard, hard - hearde ; s6tf, true - s6Tfe ; nearo, narrow 

— nearwe ; sweotul, manifest - sweotule ; hlritor, clear 

- hltitre ; wld, wide - wide. If the adjective itself ends 
in -e, the adverb assumes this form without change: 
cM'iie, clean, ged£fe, suitable. A few adverbs, such as 
sedre, promptly, some, likewise, sneoine, quickly, have 
no corresponding adjectives. 

Note. Corresponding to sefte, sojl, is found the adverb s6fte with- 
out umlaut, and in like manner to enge the adverb onge ; but hador, 
serene, usually has hsedre ; without umlaut are likewise sw6te, sweetly, 
and even clane, cleanly (Charter of a.d. 835). To god, good, belongs 
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the adverb wel. The vowels ae and a are interchanged without 
apparent cause in (h)raffe and (h)raffe, quickly ; smaele and smale, 
comparative smaelor. In LWS. occurs h6age, high, instead of the 
older heah. 

316. Adverbs of another class, frequently employed 
instead of the foregoing, or side by side with them, are 
formed by composition of the simple adjective stem with 
-lice : hearde and heardlice, s6tfe and stffflice, sweotule 
and sweotullice. This mode of formation subsequently 
becomes the predominant one. 

317. Some adverbs, in part without corresponding 
adjectives, have the termination -a : fela, very, g6ara, 
formerly, gfena, again, geostra, yesterday, gieta (also 
giet), yet, singula (also singale and singales), always, 
stfna, soon, tela, teala, properly , and the numeral adverbs 
tuwa, ffriwa (331). 

3ia Adverbs are formed from adjectives, and more 
rarely from other words, by means of the terminations 
-imga, -enga, -inga. Examples: dearnunga, secretly; 
eallunga, entirely; £awunga, publicly; eorringa, ierr- 
inga, angrily ; luttinga, secretly ; wgninga, perhaps. 

Note. The three endings frequently interchange with each other in 
the same word, without causing any modification of the radical syllable. 
The greater number exhibit u-umlaut of the stem vowel ; 1- umlaut of 
the radical syllable is rare, unless the basic word already had the 
umlaut: e.g. t efeninga and anunga, aninga, entirely; semninga and 
SQmnunga, suddenly. 

319. The oblique cases of adjectives are sometimes 
employed as adverbs. Accusatives of this sort are lyt, 
lytel, little, gentfg, enough, f yrn, gef yrn, formerly, full, 
fully, heah, high, ungemet, immoderately; and those 
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in -weard, like upweard, stiffweard ; genitives ealles, 
altogether, nealles (nalles, nalas, nalaes, nals), not at 
all, elles, otherwise, micles, very, simbles, singales, 
always ; ffweores, perversely, orclapes, gratis, grapes, 
wide, st&ipes, high, unwares, unawares, endeines(t), 
equally, sgm tinges, together, nihtlonges, all night long, 
ungewisses, unconsciously, lytes, little, hwaethugu- 
ningas, somewhat, ungemetes, immoderately; several in 
-weardes, -wards, like upwcardes, stiffweardes ; others 
with a prepositional prefix like ttfgegnes, against, t6- 
middes, in the midst; finally, datives like miclum, very, 
lytlum, little. 

• 

320. Of nouns, it is especially the gen. and instr. sing, 
and the dat. instr. plur. that are employed as adverbs : 
the genitive, for example, in dseges, by day, nihtes, by 
night, (un)ffQnces, (un) willingly, wllles, gewealdes, 
willingly, and its compounds; neades, niedes, needs, 
healfes, on the side, instaepes, immediately ; the instru- 
mental in facne, very, sare (earlier ssere, with i-um- 
laut, cf. 237. note 2), sore ; the dat. plur., especially in 
compounds ending in -m&lum, like dropmselum, drop 
by drop, stundm&lum, time after time. 

Note. Adverbial phrases, consisting of a preposition followed by a 
genitive, now and then occur : t6 fifefenes, till evening ; U> n6ncs, till 
noon; t6 Antes, toward dawn; t6 geflites, emulously. Of a similar 
character are hu gerades, how; hu geares, at what time of year; 
hu mota, how ; hu nyta, where/ore. Cf . phrases like ffenige tfringa, 
somehow; nanige ffinga, not at all; hum fflnga, especially. 

321. Adverbs of place denote rest in a place, motion 
towards, and motion from a place. The most important 
are the following : 
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Where ? Whither ? Whence ? 



Afar (LWS. J>ar), Merc 


( Aider (EWS. tfwdcr, 
) fftedres) 


tfouan 


hw^r (LWS. hwar), where 


hwider 


hwQnan 


heV, here 


hider (hidres) 


hconan, 


inne, innan, within 


ln(n) 





Ute, utan, without 


ut 





uppc, up pan, a&oye 


»P(P) 




ufan, a&oye 




ufan 


neoffan, below 


niffor 




foran, before 


forff 




hindan, behind 


hinder 


hindan 


, eas< 


£ast 


casta u 


, west 


west 


we stan 


, north 


norff 


norfrau 


, south 


sua- 


suffan 


feorran, > /ar 


feor(r) 


feorran 


neah, neh, near 


near 


n ( i an 



Note 1. In North, the adverbs in -an lose their final -n: u\>na, 
hwona, ufa, etc. On the other hand, these adverbs sometimes take a 
fuller form in -ano (one) in WS. 

Note 2. From hwsfer are also formed gehweer ; seghwcer, ageh- 
wser ; (ge) welhwfikr, welgehwaer, everywhere ; ahwsfer, awer, 6wer, 
anywhere ; nahwfier, nowhere. Emphatic forms of tS&r and hweer are 
ffara and hwara. Peculiar in form are the adverbs hidenofer, hitJier, 
and geonofer, thither. 

Comparison of Adverbs, 

322. As a rule, no adverbs admit of comparison except 
those derived from adjectives, their comparative and 
superlative being identical with those of the corre- 
sponding adjectives in -or, -ost : e.g., heardor, heardost, 
strongor, strongost, teoflicor, l^oflicost. From seldan 
is formed a comparative seldnor (seldor) and superla- 
tive seldost, and from hider the comparative hideror, 
nearer. 

323. A few adverbs have, as a comparative, a peculiar 
monosyllabic form without the termination of the corn- 
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parative, but generally distinguished from the positive 
by i-umlaut. These are bet, better, wiers, wyrs, worse, 
md, msfe, more, lses, less, &r, earlier, sitF, later, fierr, 
farther, l$ng, longer, n£ar, n^r, nearer, sel (Early Kent. 
North, ssel), footer, $nd (Goth, andis), before, formerly, 
tylgr, wore willingly, s^ft, *o/fer, feff, easier. To some 
of these no corresponding positives are found. 

Note L These adverbs correspond to the Goth, adverbs in -is, -s, 
like batis, -sei)>s ; the ending -is, -s, is lost according to 144 ; 182. 

Note 2. From lerig is formed the compound lejiglifra (from l^ng- 
life), which accordingly has double comparison. A similar example is 
mafealdre, comparative of mQuigfeald. The superlative &Test,jirst t 
is very rarely contracted to fifest. 

Numerals. 

l) Cardinals. 

324. The first three numerals are declinable in all 
cases and genders : 

1) dn is declined like a strong adjective, according to 
the paradigm gr<Sd (293. 2), the acc. sing. masc. usually 
taking the short-stemmed form senne, later dime, and 
the instr. sene as well as dne. Plural forms are found 
with the meaning "only," and in the phrases dna 
gehwylc, each one, dne f£awa worda, a few words, 
dne nigon naman to* dnum andhgafdum (Cod. Dipl. 
V., 153). The weak declension is employed when the 
word signifies "alone." 

Masc. Fkm. Neut. 

2) N. A. twegen twa to, twa 

G. tweg(e)a, twegra 

D twcfem, twain 

Note 1. So is declined bcgen, bcggcn, both: fern, ba, neut. b6, 
gen. beg(r)ay dat. bafem, bam. The monosyllabic forms of these two 
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words are often used conjointly: masc. fem. ba twa, neut. b6 tu 
(butwu, also buta), dat. bam twam. For twegen, Kent, and Rush, 
also have twaegen; the North, is more irregular, begen has oe in 
Early Kent. North. : gen. bdega, dat. bdem (along with bsfem), perhaps 
relics of original duals (cf. Kent, twoentig, tieenty, OE. twentig, con- 
tracted from *twdem tigum). 

The original quantity of the e in twegen, begen, is undetermined ; 
in ME. it is decidedly short (Orrm has tweggen). 

3) N.A. »ri, ffrie (ffr£) ffr6o ffrGo 
G. SVeora 
D. ffrim (ffreom) 

Note 2. The length of the i in 9rim is rendered certain, at least as 
regards the North., by the fact of gemination. In North, the nom. of 
all genders is ffrio, ffria, ffrea, the gen. tfreana. 

325. The numbers from 4 to 19, when attributively 
used, are not generally inflected (numerous exceptions 
in North.). They are: 4. feower; 5. f£f ; 6. siex, six; 
7. seofon; 8. eahta; 9. nigon; 10. tfen, t^n; 11. 
endleof an, ellef an ; 12. twelf; 13. ffritene, ffrittene; 
14-19. flower-, fif-, siex-, seofon-, eahta-, nigontfene 
(-t6ne, -ttfne). 

If these numbers stand by themselves, they are in- 
flected according to the i-declension ; e.g.> nom. acc. fife, 
gen. fifa, dat. fffum. 

Note. Other WS. and dialectic forms are: North, fener, fSor; 
WS. syx, siox, seox, seax, North, sex ; WS. seofan, seofen, siofon, 
North, seofo, seofa, siofu ; North, aehto, aehtowe, sehta; WS. nigan, 
nigen, neogon, North, nione ; North, tea, t£o, ten ; WS. endlufan, 
$ndlufon, eacUyfon, endlyfan, senlufon, North, aellefne; North, 
twoelf ; WS. ffreot(t)yne. The inflected numerals of North, have the 
nom. acc. plur. feuero, fifo, sexo, seofona, nigona, t£no, eeUefno, 
tuoelfo. 

326. The even tens from 20 to 60 are formed by join- 
ing the syllable -tig (= Goth, tigus, decade) to the corre- 
sponding unit ; those from 70 to 120 in the same manner, 
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but with hund prefixed (though it is sometimes lost in 
the later language). They are: 20. twentig (twoentig 
L., twoegentig R. 2 ) ; 30. ffrftig, ffrittig ; 40. feowertig 
(teortigL. Rit.) ; 50. ffftig; 60. siextig (sexdig, -deih 
L.); 70. hundseof ontig ; 80. hundeahtatig, hundeah- 
tig; 90. hundnigontig ; 100. hund, hundteontig 
(hun(d)t£antig L. Rit.) ; 110. hundendleofantig, 
hun(d)endlyftig, (hundseUeftig, Cura Past.) ; 120. 
hundtwetftig. 

These numbers are originally neuter nouns, and fol- 
lowed by the genitive ; but they also occur as adjectives 
at a comparatively early period. Occasionally they form 
a gen. in -es as if sing. : ffrittiges, fiftiges, etc. ; but 
have also gen. -tiga, -tigra, dat. -tigum, and are some- 
times indeclinable. 

327. Along with hundteontig there likewise exists a 
WS. neut. hundred, North. hundra&, -eff, to denote 100. 
The numbers 200-900 are formed with hund : tu hund, 
tf r6o hund, etc. (more rarely hundred) ; both compo- 
nents admit of declension. 1000 is expressed by the 
neut. ffusend, gen. ffusendes ; its plur. is ftusendu, 
-o (-e), gen. -da, dat. -dum; the adjectival gen. plur. 
-dra also occurs, aud the word sometimes remains un- 
infected. 

2) Ordinals. 

328. The ordinals corresponding to 1 are forma, for- 
mesta, fyrmesta, fyrest(a), sfcrest(a) ; to 2 are <HTer, 
aefterra; the remaining ones are: 3. <Tridda (North, 
ffirda, ffirdda); 4. f &>werffa, f £orfta ; 5. flfta; 6. siexta, 
sixta, syxta (siesta, sesta L., sexta R. 2 ) ; 8. eahteoffa, 
ehtcoffa, eahtegefta; 9. nigoffa, nigeofta; 10. t^offa, 
ttogoffa, teogeffa (teigffa L.) ; 11. ellefta, $ndlefta, 
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endleofeffa, aendlyfta, sendlefta, acnlyfte, endlyfta, 
endleofta (aellefta L. R. 2 ) ; 12. twelfta. 13-19 have 
-teofta, -teogeffa, -teg(e)9a ; 20-120, -tiogoffa, -tigoffa, 
-tegffa, -tigtTa, -tiga : twentigoffa, twentiga, etc. 

No ordinals are formed corresponding to hund, hun- 
dred, and ffrisend, periphrasis being employed instead. 
Occasionally the cardinals are used where we should 
expect ordinals. Combined numbers either have the 
second numeral an ordinal, an and twentigo&a, etc., or 
(chiefly, perhaps entirely, confined to Beda) the ordinal 
of the unit is followed by eac and the dat. of the 
cardinals denoting the tens: ftridda eac twentigum, 
23rd; siesta eac ffftigum, 56^, etc. 

All ordinals are declined like weak adjectives (304), 
with the exception of <59"er, which belongs to the strong 
adjective declension. 

3) Other Numerals. 

329. In OE. there are only relics of former distribu- 
tives. " One by one " is rendered by senlipig ; " two by 
two," getwynne or twam and twain; "three by three," 
tfrim and ffrim ; " four by four," feower and flower ; 
"thousand by thousand," ffusendfealde or ffusendum 
and 9usendum. With Goth, tweihnai are allied the 
forms twlh and tw^onum in phrases like mid unc twfli, 
between us two; be stfeni tweonum, between the seas. 
More commonly they unite with the preposition be 
to form the compound preposition betwih, betweoh, 
bet(w)uh, butwuht, and betwinum, bctw^onum, -an, 
betweon (North, also betwln, betwfen), between. In a 
similar manner has arisen a preposition betwix, be- 
tweox(n), betwnx(n), betwiux, betux, between (cf. 
OHG. untar zuiskem). 
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Note. Besides the dative phrases given above, an accusative is 
found, Oros. 68. 23 : Anne and anne. 

330. Multiplicatives are formed by adding the adjec- 
tive -feald to the cardinals : dnfeald, twiofeald (twie-, 
twi-, twyfeald), ffrifeald, monigfeald, etc. 

331. Of numeral adverbs in answer to the question 
"how often?" only the following are in use : sene, once; 
tuwa (twiwa, twywa, twuwa, twuga), twice; and 
JFriwa, ffrywa, tfriga, thrice. Those from higher num- 
bers, as well as alternatives to those just named, are 
formed periphrastically by means of sitf, journey, time : 
sene sfffa (later sttFe), once; twsem, 9rfm, f£f sOTum, 
etc. ; likewise on senne sfff, etc. 

Note. The " first, second, third time," etc., is expressed by formaxt, 
6ffre, ffriddan, siffe, etc. 



Pronouns. 

1) Personal Pronouns without Distinction of Gender. 



First Person. 


Second Pbbson. 


Sing. N. ic 


m (9u) 


G. min 


tffn 


D. me (me) 


ffe (ffe) 


A. mec, me (me) 


Sec, 9e (ffe) 


Dual N. wit 


git 


G. uncer 


incer 


D. unc 


inc 


A. uncit, unc 


incit, inc 


Plur. N. we (we) 


ge, gfe (ge) 


G. user, are 


fcower 


D. us 


Sow 


• 

A. usic, us 


fcowic, 6ow 



Note 1. In we, ge, etc., the length of the vowel is established by 
gemination and accent in the Mss., but cf . 121. 
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Note 2. The North, forms of the dat. acc. are me, mec, meh ; ffe, 
ffec, ffeh; plur. Aslc, nsig, ualh, and lulh, iuh (Ivigh Rit.) ; gen. plur. 
6ser, Aserra, 6sra ; iuer, iuerra ; Ps. tir, 6ower. From ic is f ormed, 
by prefixing the negative ne, a compound nlc(c), in the sense of "no." 

2) Reflexive Pronouns. 

333. An independent reflexive pronoun no longer 
exists in OE. In its stead are employed the corre- 
sponding forms of the third personal pronoun (334). 

3) Pronouns of the Third Person. 

Masc. Nbut. Pem. 

334. Sing. N. he (he) hit heo, hie, hi 

G. his hiere, hire, hyre 

D. him hiere, hire, hyre 

A. hl(e)ne hit hie, hi, heo 

Plur. N. A. hie, heo, hi (hlg) 

6. hlera, hlra (hyra) ; heora (heara) 

D. him, heom 

Note. In North, the dat. sing. fem. (more rarely the gen.) is hir; 
heara is peculiar to the Ps. and North. 

4) Possessives. 

335. The possessives are formed from the stems of 
the personal pronouns of the first and second persons, 
and from that of the lost reflexive : min, mine ; ffin, 
thine ; sfn, his ; imcer, of us two ; incer, of you two ; 
lire (Ps. dr), riser (lisser), our ; dower (North, iuer), 
your. Besides sin, which may stand for any gender or 
number, and is generally employed as a reflexive (like 
Lat. suus), the genitives of the third personal pronoun 
his, hire, plur. hlera, are also used as possessives. 

336. The declension of the possessives is the same as 
that of the strong adjectives (lire like grrdne, 298) . 
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Note 1. user generally assimilates sr to ss in the cases which have 
syncope of the middle vowel (144; cf. 180) : asses, nssum, for* fares, 
* usrum, etc. ; but userne. The double-s forces itself, however, even 
into unsyncopated cases : nsser, nsserne, nssera. The gen. plur. of 
are is frequently ara ; that of user is sometimes ossa. This assimi- 
lation is wanting in North. : gen. nsres, etc. In North, iuer has lures 
and iueres, etc., gen. plur. luera. 

Note 2. The gen. plur. are, depending upon such words as begen, 
hwelc, sfenlg, and nan, is sometimes converted by analogy into the 
inflected possessive : arum bam, urne hwelcne, ares nanes. 

5) Demonstratives. 

337. The pronoun se, seo, ffset, originally a simple 
demonstrative, was almost altogether restricted, in Old 
English, to the functions of the definite article. Its 
declension in WS. is : 



Masc. Neut. Fem. 

Sing. N. se, se flat seo 

6. ffas 8" sere 

D. (flam) flare 

A. ffone flat fla 

I. ff&ffon 

Plur. N.A. ff a 



G. flara (flara) 

D. ffam (9am) 

Note 1. Forms in parenthesis are more recent, and are seldom or 
never found in the oldest texts. Except in LWS., flare very rarely 
occurs as gen. dat. sing., and flier as dat. sing. ; a LWS. form for gen. 
and dat. is flara. Besides flone, there occur also Vane and flane, 
especially in LWS. (cf. 65. note 2). flam passes into the LWS. flan 
(cf. 187). The instrumental flon (flan) appears but seldom as an' 
attributive ; it is chiefly found in phrases like flon ma, more than that, 
and adverbial formulas like for, bi flon, on that account, after flon, 
after that, etc. 

Note 2. Peculiarities of the Ps. are nom. acc. neut. flat, flet, nom. 
sing. fem. s£e (once seo), gen. masc. nom. fles (along with flas), gen. 
dat. fem. flere, gen. plur. fleara. The North, inflection is : sing. nom. 
masc. s5, fle, neut. flat, fem. fliu, flio, fl£; gen. flas, fem. flare; 
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dat. V&m, fern, ffflfer, -re; acc. masc. (Tone, ffene, neut. ffaet, fern. OTA; 
instr. fSy, ffon ; plur. nom. ffa, gen. tfara, dat. ffffem. In LWS. 
s6o is used for se ; still later >e, >eo, take the place of se, seo. 

338. The compound demonstrative pronoun ITes, fern, 
ffeos, neut. ffis, this, is thus declined in the oldest WS. : 



Neut. Fkm. 

Sing. N. ffes «is »6o* 

G. ffls(8)es, Vys(s)es fflsse (ffeosse, fflsre) 

D. 91osum,9i8(s)um, Vys(s)am ffisse (ffeosse, fflsre) 

A. fflosne, ffisne, ttysne Wis ffas 

I. ffys, »is 

Plur. N.A. ffas 

G. fflssa (ffeossa) 

D. ttlosum, tfl8(s)um, lflfya(B)um 

Note 1. In the older documents y is confined to the cases instanced 
above ; subsequently it takes the place of 1 in the other cases, accord- 
ing to 22. 

Note 2. The declension in the Ps. is : sing. nom. ffes, ffis, ffGos ; 
gen. tfisses, fflsse; dat. ffissum, ffisse; acc. ffeosne, ffis, ffas; plur. 
nom. ffas, dat. ffissum (ffeossum). North, sing. nom. masc. ffes, Wis, 
neut. ffis, fern, ffius, ffios; gen. ffisses, fem. ffisse; dat. ffissum, ffas- 
sum, fem. Oisser, ffasser, ffaesser ; acc. masc. ffiosne, neut. Vis, fem. 
ffas; instr. His, ffisse, ffissa; plur. neut. ffas, dat. ffissum, Vassum. 

Note 3. In LWS. the gen. dat. sing. fem. and gen. plur. occur as 
>issere, >l8sera. 

Note 4. This pronoun was originally formed by the addition of a 
particle, -se, -si (- Goth, sal, OHG. se, behold), to the case forms of the 
simple demonstrative. In OE. this formation is only to be recognized 
in such forms as ffe-s, tfeo-s (cf. North, ffe, fflu, 337. note 2), ffa-s, 
since the particle first became incorporated with the pronoun, and then 
partook of its inflection throughout. 

Note 5. The pronoun jener, Goth, jains, scarcely survives in OE.; 
an isolated t6 geonrc byrg (Cura Past., 443. 26) is the only occurrence 
known. From the same root are, however, derived the adverbs geond 
(giend, gind), through ; begeondan, beyond, etc. 

339. The pronoun of identity is se ilea (illca), the 
same, which is declined like a weak adjective. The 
equivalent of "ipse" is EWS. self (seolf, sielf, sylf), 
which may follow either declension. 
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Note, se seolfa anciently meant only " he himself " ; not till late 
did it acquire the signification of " the same." 

6) Relatives. 

340. OE. has no relative pronoun. Its place is sup- 
plied either by the simple demonstrative se, seo, ffaet, 
or the particle ffe, alone or in combination with a 
demonstrative. 

Note, se, s£o, tf&t, can of course refer only to the third person. 
tf5 but seldom stands alone ; it usually refers to an antecedent demon- 
strative : se", seo, fleet. This demonstrative frequently occupies a posi- 
tion immediately before the tSe (se ffe, sfco ffe, neut. anciently ffaette, 
subsequently analyzed into ffset ffe), though it belongs, grammatically, 
to the preceding sentence. 

Less frequent is the combination with a personal pro- 
noun, which is then appended to the ffe : ffe he, who ; 
ffe his, whose ; ffe him, whom, etc. ; even double forma- 
tions, se ffe his, etc., occur. If the relative refers to 
the first or second person, either simple ffe (ic . . . ffe, 
fftt ... ffe, or ffu ffe, etc.) or the personal pronoun fol- 
lows them, as described above : ffe ic, / who ; ffe we, 
we who ; ffe usic, we whom, etc. 

7) Interrogatives. 

341. The simple interrogative hwa, hwset = Goth, 
hwas, has only developed a masc. and neut. sing. The 
neut. hwset (North, also huaed, hudetd), with a fol- 
lowing genitive, e.g. hwset monna, signifies "what 
sort of a." 

Masc. Nkttt. 
Sing. N. hwa hwset 
G. hwaes 
D. hwsem, hwam 

A. hwone hwset 
I. hw^', hwi 
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Note. Besides hwone (rarely hwane), hwaene is also found, cf. 
65. note 2. A second form of the instr., hwon (hwan), is met with 
only in adverbial phrases like t6 hwon, for hwon, why, etc. ; a third, 
ho, only in the character of an adverb, " how." 

342. Of the strong adjective declension are hwaeffer, 
which of two ? and the compounds htilic, of what sort ? 
and hwilc (hwylc, hwelc, Ps. hwelc, North, huoelc, 
huaelc), which ? (from * hwi-lfc, * hwa-lfc) . The correla- 
tive of the latter is swilc, swylc, swelc, such (North, 
suoelc, Goth, swaleiks). 

8) Indefinites. 

343. The indefinite pronoun "some one" is expressed 
by sum, which is declined like a strong adjective. In 
negative and interrogative sentences, the interrogatives 
hwS, hwaeffer, may be used as indefinites. Most of the 
other indefinites are formed by composition. 

344. The indeclinable -hwega (-hwiga, -hwuga; 
-hwegu, -hwigu, -hwugn, -hugu, North, -hwoegu, 
-hwogu) is used to form the compounds hwaethwega, 
anything, aethwega, somewhat, forhwaega, forhwaga, 
at least, htihwega, htihugu, somewhere about, and the 
substantive and adjective hwilchwega, anyone. The 
same meaning is expressed by nathwa, ndthwilc, pro- 
perly "I know not who." "Anything" is likewise 
rendered by awiht, rfwiht (awuht, duht, riht ; dwuht, 
tfht; OHG. eowiht). 

345. Indefinite relatives are formed from the inter- 
rogatives by swS - swa, : swa hwa swa, swa hwaeffer 
swa, swa hwilc swa, whoever, etc., the latter of which 
contract to swaetfer (swaffer) and swylc. 
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346. "One of two" (Lat. alteruter) is aliwseffer 
(dhwaeffer, &wffer, dwffcr ; tfuffer, dffer, ttfTor), which 
is mostly confined to negative sentences. Of similar 
formation are: aliwS, anyone; dhwaet, anything; 
dhwilc, whatsoever. 

347. " Each " is denoted by selc (elc, Ps. ylc, North, 
aelc) ; besides sethw&, gewhS, each (only as a substan- 
tive, but inflected sometimes as fern., cf. 341), gehwse&er, 
both; gehwilc, each (also anra gehwilc), somhwylc, 
some one, (ge)welhwylc, each; and the strengthened 
forms «feghw&, cfeghwaeffer (sfcgffer), seghwilc, or Ighwa, 
^ghwaetfer, £gnwilc, Ps. North, ceghwa, etc. 

Note 1. This prefixed &, cb, corresponds to the Goth, aiw, OHG. 
eo, lo-(174. 3), and is umlauted from ft, 6, by the i of the gi which 
originally followed (cf. OHG. eo-gi-hwelih, etc.). 

Note 2. From the strengthened fibfre Ale, is derived the modern 
Eng. every; selcuht for sfelcwuht, every tiling, occurs Oros. 113. 26. 

348. l) To "any" corresponds OE. senig; North. 
&niht is also found, probably arising from senig by 
analogy with wiht, wuht, thing (cf. 2). 

2) " Neither " is represented by n4hwae9er, ntfhwae- 
UFer (nawffer, ntfwffer, nearer); "none" by nan, nsenig; 
"nothing" by nawiht, ndwiht (nriwuht, nauht, n£ht; 
nOwuht, ntfht, n£nping, nanwiht, nanuht, North, also 
nsenint, cf. 1). 

349. "Such" is usually denoted by swelc (swilc, 
swyle), cf. 342; sometimes also (Jyslic, tFuslic (likewise 
assimilated to ffyllic, ffullic), but only in a demonstra- 
tive signification, never as a correlative. 
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In General. 

350. The OE. verb has the following forms : 

1) Only one independently developed voice : the active. 
Of the medial passive still extant in Gothic there re- 
mains only the single form hdtte, with the plur. hatton 
(367. 2). With this exception, the passive is formed by 
means of the auxiliary verbs beon, wesan (427), more 
rarely weortTan. - 

2) Two tenses: a present, and a general tense of past 
time, which we call the preterit. The place of the 
future (for beon see 427) is generally supplied by the 
present, more rarely formed by means of the auxiliary 
verb sculan. 

3) Two complete modes : an indicative and an opta- 
tive (more frequently called subjunctive), besides an 
imperative, which is only used in the present. 

4) Two numbers : singular and plural. 

5) Three verbal nouns : a present infinitive, a present 
participle with active meaning, and a past participle 
with passive meaning, to which must be added a LWS. 
gerundive. 

352. The Germanic verbs are divided into two princi- 
pal classes, according to the formation of the preterit : 

1) Strong Verbs, These form their preterit either by 
the so-called ablaut, that is, variation of the radical 
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vowel, like Goth, biiida, / bind, band, / bound (ablaut 
verbs) ; or by reduplication of the radical syllable, 
which, however, does not exclude ablaut, like Goth, 
haita, / call, haihait, I cal led ; l«5ta, I let, laU6t,Idid 
let (reduplicating verbs). 

2) Weak Verbs, These form their preterit by the addi- 
tion of the syllable -da, -ta, to the end (dental preterit): 
e.g., Goth, nasja, I save, haba, I have, salbtf, / anoint, 
pret. nasida, liabaida, sallxSda; bugja, / buy, pret. 
barihta, etc. The weak verbs again, fall into three 
classes (see 398). 

Besides these two main divisions there are certain 
smaller groups, concerning which see 417 ff. 



I. Personal Endings in General. 
353. The endings of the strong verbs : 



Present. 



Indicative. 
Sing. 1. -u, -o; -e 



Optative. 




Imperative. 
Sing. 2. — 
Plur. 1. -an 



2. -es, -est 



3. -eff 
Plur. -aff 



2. -aff 



Infinitive: -an 



Participle: -ende 



Preterit. 



Indicative. 
Sing. 1. — 



Optative. 




2. -45 

3. — 



Plur. -un, -on, -an 



Participle: -en (-on). 
Note. For the passive form see 367. 2. 
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354. The endings of the weak verbs, Class I. and II. 
(for those of III. see the complete paradigm, 415) : 

Pkesent. 

Indicative. Optative. Imperative. 



I. II. 

Sg. 1. -n, -o ; -e -iu, -lo, -i(g)e 

2. -es, -est -as, -ast 

3. -ef! -aff 
Plur. -aff -i(ge)aff 



I. II. 
•« -i(g)e 
■en -i(g)en 

Infinitive: I. -an; II. -i(ge)an Participle: I. -ende; II. -i(g)ende 



I. II. 

Sg.2. -e,— -a 

PI. 1. -an -i(ge)an 

2. -aff -l(ge)aff 



Preterit. 

Indicative. Optative. 

Sing. 1. -de \ 

2. -des, -dest > -de 

3. -de ) 
Plur. -dun, -don, -dan -den 



Participle: I. -ed (-t) ; II. -od (-ad). 

355. The endings of the strong verbs, and of the first 
class of weak verbs, are the same throughout the pres- 
ent, with the exception of the 2d sing. imp. (cf. 362). 
The second class of weak verbs has the same consonants, 
but different vowels. Moreover, the endings of the 
plur. ind. are identical in all verbs; and the same is 
true of the whole pret. opt., except that, in both cases, 
allowance must be made for the preceding d, t, of the 
weak verbs. 

Note. For the preteritive presents, which form their present like a 
strong preterit, and from this present form a weak preterit, see 417 If. ; 
for the anomalous conjugation of verbs in -mi see 426 ff. 

356. The 1st sing. pres. ind. ends in the Ps. in -u 
(more rarely -o, very seldom -e), North, in -o (Class II. 
of weak verbs in -a, -iga) ; in ancient Kent, charters -u, 
-o, are found along with -e, the latter finally triumph- 
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ing; in WS., with but few exceptions, -e is the pre- 
vailing termination : Ps. bindu, nergu, soecu, ffrtfwiu ; 
North, bindo, nergo, soeco, 9rtfw(ig)a ; WS. binde, 

nerge, s6ce, ffrdwi(g)e. 

Note 1. The older -u is retained in WS. in contract forms like 
seo, t6o, slea (373 ff.), f rom *sehii, *tihii, *slahu (according to 
111 ff.). 

Note 2. Apocope of the final vowel sometimes takes place before 
the pronoun Ic, especially in the phrase w6nic, / ween, for wene ic ; 
North, forgeldig, willic, for forgeldu ic, willo ic, etc. (cf. 408. 
note 2). 

357. The oldest form of the ending of the 2d sing, 
pres. ind. is -is, usually -es (Goth, -is, -eis), e.g. bindes, 
hilpes; in the II. weak conjugation -as (Goth. -<*s), e.g. 
sealfas ; that of the 2d sing. pret. ind. of weak verbs is 
-des, -tes, e.g. neredes, stfhtes. These forms frequently 
prevail in the oldest texts, almost to the exclusion of 
others, but are afterwards supplanted by -est, -ast, -dest. 

Note. Simple -a seems to hold its place longest in Kent. ; for 
example, it is still the normal ending in the Kent. Glosses. The -st 
establishes itself first in the monosyllabic forms of contract verbs 
(373 ff.), and the verbs in -mi (427 ff.). For the origin of this final 
-t cf. 202. 5. In E WS. the final group -stf is very common : bindesff, 
neresff, eardasff, tsfeldesff, etc. (cf. 196). 

358. The normal ending of the 3d sing. pres. ind. of 
strong verbs, and of the first class of weak verbs, is 
-e?F, from former -iff (= Goth. -i}>, -ei)>), which is often 
retained as -ith, -it, in the oldest Mss. like Ep. On the 
contrary, the ancient texts often have -id, -ed (perhaps 
clerical errors, or to be judged in the light of 199. note), 
and likewise -et, which is sometimes retained afterward 
(e.g., frequently in Kent. GL). In North, -es (-ses, -as, 
-seflf, -aff) disputes the predominance with -etf; WS. 
Kent. Ps. bindeff (for bint, see 359. 3), North, bindeft, 
-es, -aes, -as, -aeflF, -atF, etc. 
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359. In the 2d and 3d sing. ind. of the verbs just 
mentioned, the e of the termination -es(t), -etf is fre- 
quently syncopated. As regards this syncopation, there 
are marked discrepancies in the various dialects and 
documents. 

Note 1. In the oldest WS. Mss., like Cura Past., syncope has already 
assumed prominence. At a later period the fuller etymological forms 
frequently occur ; such are styndctf, fealleff , bl6we)flr, for older stent, 
fielff, bUswff, etc. (see also 371. note). It is likewise common in Kent., 
being the rule in the Kent. Gl. On the other hand, it is as good as 
unknown in the Ps. and North., and its absence is a valuable character- 
istic of these dialects. 

The following rules apply when, in consequence of 
syncope, radical final consonants are brought into con- 
tact with the -s(t), -ff, of the ending. 

1) Gemination is simplified: winnan, winst, winff; 
feallan, fielst, fielft; liliehhan, hliehst, hliehff ; yppan, 
ypst, ypff (ypt). 

2) d before -s(t) is usually converted to t: findan, 
fintst (findst) ; styndan, st^ntst (st^ndst) ; ondraedan, 
ondrsetst; or is dropped: finst, st^nst. g before -s(t) 
and -3F frequently becomes h, and sometimes c, especially 
in later Mss. : stfgan, stigst and stflist, stfgff and stfhff 
(214. l). Before these endings c is occasionally con- 
verted to h in the later texts. 

3) d and t are fused with the tf of the termination 
to t, which often becomes tt after vowels : findan, fint ; 
berstan, birst; bfdan, bit, bftt; etan, it, itt; weak 
sendan, sejat; faestan, faest (EWS. likewise fsesff, 
according to 196) ; gr£tan, gr£t ; hwettan, hwett, etc. 

4) tf + tf is always simplified after consonants, and 
usually after vowels : weorffan, wierff ; cweftan, ewiff ; 
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5) s + tf often becomes st: cex>san, cfest; weaxan, 

wiext (EWS. also wiexff, according to 196). In like 

manner yppan yields ypt, and fl£on, flflit; but the tf 

uniformly remains after c : wiercOT, aryncff, tfcff, etc. 

Note 2. In consequence of the contraction of s + fS to st, the 2d and 
3d pres. sing, often become identical. 

360. 1) All three persons of the plur. pres. ind., to- 
gether with the 2d plur. imp., end in -aff (for *-anff ; cf. 
Goth. -and). The older Mss. have now and then -at, 
-ad (cf. 358) ; in North, the -atf interchanges with -as 
(-a?s, -es, -aeff, -eDT) : bindaff, North, bindas, etc. 

2) But should one of the pronouns we or ge stand 
immediately after the verb, a shorter ending -e fre- 
quently takes the place of -a8F: binde we, binde ge, 
along with we, ge bindaff (and bindatf we, ge). 

In like manner, there occur abbreviated forms of the 
1st and 2d plur. pret. ind., especially of the preteritive 
presents, e.g., mrite we, frurfe we, ctfme ge, stflite ge, 
with -e instead of -o, -u. 

Note. The latter forms are still preserved in North. : eq., walla 
we, we will; nutu we, we know not; embigto we, we have served; 
maga ge, you can; nuutu gie, you know not; saldo ge; along with 
•1, -e, more frequent in the 2d plur.: plaegde g6, heefdi ge, nutl 
ge, oncneugi ge, etc. This apocope was originally confined to final -n, 
that is, it affected only the preterit and the adhortative forms of the 
present (-an and optatival -en, the latter specially employed in the 
negative imperative) ; hence, -e for -at! is entirely wanting in North, 
and Ps., while in WS. the abbreviation has made its way into the indica- 
tive and the genuine imperative. 

361. The pres. opt. has in the sing, the ending -e, 
as in binde (anciently likewise -ae, North, often -a) ; in 
the plur. usually -en or -an, as in binden, bindan (in 
ancient- Mss. also -aen, and in later WS. -on) ; in North., 
with apocope of the -n, binde, -ae, -a, as in the sing. 
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362. The 2d sing. imp. of strong verbs has no termi- 
nation, except in the case of the short stems, which form 
their present in Germanic with -jo- (372) ; these, like 
the original short stems of the first weak class, have the 
ending -e, formerly -i, while the corresponding long 
stems are without termination (according to 410. 3). 
The adhortative form of the 1st plur. in -an is not 
common, being supplanted in many documents by the 
corresponding optative in -en (for binde we, etc., see 
362. 2). 

363. l) Beside the regular infinitive ending in -an, 
bindan, the older (WS.) texts have less commonly -on, 
bindon. In North, the final -n suffers apocope, and the 
vowel -a is often weakened to -ae, -e: binda, bindae, 
binde, bind. The inflected form of the infinitive gener- 
ally ends in -anne, but older Mss. have also -enne (-ene) 
and -onne: bindenne, bindene, bindonne; while in 
LWS. the termination -ende is to be found. 

Note. In a few instances the uninflected infinitive stands for the 
inflected : to bindan for to blndanne, etc. 

2) The usual ending of the present participle is 
-ende, older -aendi, seldom -indi (so in Ep.) ; -onde 
rarely occurs. 

364. The plur. pret. ind. has in the oldest texts (so 
in Ps. and generally in Rush. 1 ) the ending -un, bundun, 
stfntun; next occurs -on, bundon, soliton (WS. and 
North.) ; subsequently often -an, bundan, solitan 
(sporadic instances as early as Cura Past., Lind., Rush.); 
rarely -en (bunden, Rush.). 

Note. Apocope of final -n does not occur here in North. 

365. The pret. opt. has in the sing, the ending -e, 
bunde, solite (seldom North, -a, bunda) ; in the plur. 
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originally -en, bunden, stfhten, quite distinct from that 
of the indicative. Subsequently, however, the -on, -an, 
of the indicative invades the territory of the optative, 
and the termination of the 2d sing, indicative is some- 
times found in the preterit optative of weak verbs: 
sealdest, fyligdest, mihtest, etc. 

Note. In North, the plur. generally has -e with apocope of the -n, 
or even -o, -on, with more or less complete levelling under the indica- 
tive termination. 

366. The past participle of verbs without prepositional 
prefix is usually compounded with the particle ge-, older 
gl-, as in German : e.g., gebunden, geholpen, genered, 
gefremed, etc. Yet forms without ge are found, mainly 
from strong verbs. 

As regards the endings, the past participle of strong 
verbs has in the older texts, in addition to the regular 
ending -en, as in (ge)bunden, the rare termination -on 
(-an, -un), declined -one, etc., or rarely -in- in the in- 
flected forms. For the terminations of the weak verbs 

see 402, 406, 413, 415. 

II. Strong Verbs. 

A. THE CONJUGATION OF THE STRONG VERBS. 

367. Paradigms. 

1. ACTIVE. 

Present. — Indicative. 
Requlah Verbs. Contract \ HUBS* 

Sg. 1. binde helpe bldde t£o t£o sfeo sUa f6 

2. j™"*^ Mlp(©)8t tihst tiehst siehst sliehst ffehst 

3. hilp(e)» jjjj* 6 * tihff tiehff siehlflf sliehfiT ffehff 
Plur. bindaff helpaff blddaff tfcoff t£o» sfeoff slfcaff f69 
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Optative. 

Regular Verbs. 
Sing, blnde helpe bldde 
Plur. binden helpen bidden 



Contract Verbs. 
Uo teo seo sl6a fo 
teon teon aeon slean f6u 



Imperative. 



Sg. 2. bind help bide 
PI. 1. bindan helpan biddan 
2. bindaff helpaff biddatf 



tfh teoh scoh glean f6h 
teon teon aeon slean f6n 
teoff teoff seoff sleaff fod" 



bindan helpan 



Infinitive. 
biddan | teon teon aeon 



sl6an f6u 



Participles. 

Regular Verbs : bindende, helpende, biddende 
Contract Verbs : teonde, teonde, seonde, sleande, f6nde. 



Preterit. — Indicative. 
Regular Verbs. Contract Verbs. 



Sg. 1. bond healp baed 
2. bunde hulpe bflfede 
8. bond healp baed 

Plur. bundon hulpon bsedon 



tah teah seah sl6g,-h feng 
tige tuge sawe sl6ge fcnge 
tah teah seah sl6g,-h feng 
tigon tugon eawoii slogon fengon 



Optative. 



Sing, bunde hulpe b&de 
Plur. bunden hulpen beeden 



tige tuge sawe sl6ge fenge 
tigen tugen sawen slogen fengen 



Participles. 

bunden holpen beden | tigen togen sewen slaegen fQngen 

2. PASSIVE. 

Sing. Ind., 1st and 3d : hatte 
Plur., 1st, 2d, and 3d : hatton 

Note. This is the sole relic of the original passive in OE. hatte 
corresponds to the Goth, haitada, I am called; the plur. hatton is 
constructed on the model of the weak preterits. Both forms are used 
indifferently as presents and preterits. 
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l) Present. — Regular Verbs. 

368. Like bindan and helpan are conjugated all the 
regular strong verbs, as well of the ablaut as of the re- 
duplicating class. With bindan are to be grouped all 
the verbs whose radical vowel undergoes neither i- nor 
u-umlaut, including Class I. (382), Class III. 1 (386. l) 
of ablaut verbs, and such of the reduplicating verbs as 
have the radical vowel se = Goth e* (395. A. b). In the 
case of other verbs, regard must be had to the effects of 
breaking, and of u- and i-umlaut. 

369. Verbs with breaking, like weorpan (388), feal- 
lan (396. a), retain it through all the forms of the pres- 
ent, though frequently modified by i-umlaut in the 2d 
and 3d sing, indicative (371). 

370. n- and o-umlaut do not usually occur in WS. ; 
but in the Ps., and less regularly in North., both 
umlauts appear before a single consonant. They are 
therefore found in ablaut classes IV. and V., in the in- 
finitive, present participle, 1st sing, indicative, the plur. 
indicative and plur. imperative, but not in the 2d or 3d 
sing, indicative, 2d sing, imperative, nor in the optative. 
Examples : 



ws. 


Pb. 


NOBTH. 


Infinitive : beran 


beoran 


be(a)ra 


Participle : berende 


beorende 


be(a)rende 


Ind. : Sg. 1. bere 


beoru 


bero 


2. blrest 


bires 


beres 


3. bireff 


bireff 


bereff 


Plur. beraff 


beoraff 


be(a)raS' 


Optative : bere 


bere 


bere 


Imp.: Sg.2. ber 


ber 


ber 


PI. 1. beran 


beoran 


be(a)ra 


2. beraff 


beoraff 


be(a)rad" 
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Note. Only seldom are forms found in WS. with u-, o-umlaut, like 
beoran, beoraff, beorende; that they formerly existed in greater 
numbers is proved by the frequent occurrence of forms like 2d sing. 
Merest, 3d sing, biereff, later byrest, byreff (by umlaut from * beorls, 
♦beoriSflr, with transfer of the eo from the 1st sing. *beoro). 

In North, the u-umlaut is wanting in the 1st sing. ind. Hush. 1 is 
here ranged in the main on the side of North., though the forms with 
u-umlaut are somewhat less common. 

371. i-umlaut properly belongs only to the 2d and 3d 
sing, present indicative, and is frequently found in these 
two forms ; but not infrequently there is a substitution 
of the unchanged vowel belonging to the other present 
forms. In this respect there is no unanimity among the 
various dialects. 

Note. In respect to the use of umlaut, WS. takes the lead. Its 
earliest documents, like the Cura Past., exhibit umlaut of every vowel 
capable of undergoing it, especially in the syncopated forms (359) : 
helpan, hilpff; beran, bired, biereff (370. note); weorpan, 
wierpff ; faran, fereff ; weaxan, wiexff ; feallan, field" ; stondan, 
stejit; cnawan, cnjfewlflf; ha tan, hcfet; flowan, flf wd" ; lucan, lycS"; 
lutan, lft ; h^awan, hiewd" ; ceosan, cleso", etc. The same manu- 
scripts, however, likewise have forms without umlaut ; in particular, 
the verbs containing a in the radical syllable, like faran, generally 
have se instead of q: faerest, faered". In certain later documents 
the umlaut is the rule only in verbs whose radical syllable contains e, 
eo : helpan, hilpcff ; beran, bired", byrcd" ; weorpan, wyrpeff ; 
while in the other classes of verbs the prevalent forms are those with- 
out umlaut (and with fuller ending, 359. note) : weaxeff, fealleo", 
stc^nded", cnaweff, hated", fl6wed", bugeff, heawed", cfcoseff, etc. 

Kentish is very irregular in respect to this umlaut, the verbs of the 
II. and III. ablaut classes often remaining unchanged. On the whole, 
it inclines to follow the WS. rule. The Psalter takes cognizance only 
of the variation between e and i (92) : helpan, hilped"; beran, blreo"; 
stregdan, strigdes; (so also feolan, filed", for the ecthlipsis of h, 
(218); but weorpan, weorped"; fearan, fered 7 (151. 1); fallan, 
fallaff; stQndan, stQnded"; cnawan, cnaweff; fl6wan, fl6we9; 
lucan, luces' ; c6osan, closed", etc. Notwithstanding what has been 
said above regarding verbs with radical e, this vowel is not seldom 
retained, especially where the stem ends in a single consonant. Verbs 
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with radical ea (breaking) often exhibit syncope in the later texts with- 
out umlaut change: fealst, weaxt. Verbs of the VI. ablaut class 
frequently retain radical a in the imp. sing. : far, wiffsac, etc. 

In North, the true l-umlaut is wanting ; yet original e appears as e 
unobscured by the u-umlaut of the remaining forms (370) : cf. helpa, 
helpeff; beara, bereff, in contrast with cearfa, cearfeff; worpa, 
worpeff ; fara, faereff ; stynda, stQndeff ; hata, hateff, etc. In like 
manner the i of nioma (390. note 2) remains as i: nioma, nimeff. 

Verbs in -jo-. 

372. Like biddan are inflected the verbs sittan, 
fricg(e)an, licg(e)an (391. 3), hebban, hliehhan, sciep- 
pan, st^ppan, sce^Wan (392. 4), which form their present 
in Germ, with jo. The discrepancies are confined to 
the present, which conforms in all respects to the conju- 
gation of the short-stemmed weak verbs of the first class 
(paradigm fremman, 408). 

The paradigm nerian (408) is followed by the strong 
verbs sw^rian (392. 3) ; the paradigm of the long stems, 
d£man (differing from that of the strong verbs only by 
the invariable umlaut of the radical syllable), is followed 
by wepan, weep (396). 

Note. In North, the sing. imp. of the short stems is devoid of end- 
ing: bid, hef, instead of bide, hefe (cf. 410. note 4). 

Contract Verbs. 

373. Contract verbs are those whose stems originally 
ended in h; this was lost before vowels (218), and the 
adjoining vowels were then contracted. Here belong 
the verbs of the following ablaut classes : I. t£on, 
(T£on, wr^on, l&m, s£on (383) ; II. fl^on, t£on (384); 
V. gef£on, pl£on, s£on (391. 2) ; VI. itean, 16an, sl£an, 
<7w£an (392. 2) ; and the reduplicating fon, hon (395). 
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374. In WS. and Kent, the h is retained in the 2d 
and 3d sing, present indicative, which have the i-umlaut 
and syncopated ending, and in the 2d sing, imperative 
(cf. the paradigm 367) ; in Ps. and North, it is found 
only in the sing, imperative. 

Notb. The forms of the Ps. are: 1) Inf. wrean; pres. 3d sing. 
mifS ; fmp. sing. wrih. 2) Pres. 1st sing, fleom (cf. 426 ff.), 3d sing, 
tiff, plur. t6off, f!6off ; opt. plur. fl6n; imp. sing. t6h; part, fleonde. 

3) Inf. sean, sian ; ger. ges6onne ; pres. 1st sing, sio, sie, geffo, gefie, 
2d sing, sist, 3d sing. sifS, geffff (once gefihff, 20. 2, and gefiht, 15. 9), 
plur. staff, aeaff, seoff, and geffaff, gef&aff, gefeoff ; opt. sing. »6, geffc, 
plur. »6n, gefen ; imp. sing, seh, gefeh, plur. slaff, geffaff, geffoff ; 
part, sfonde, slende. 4) Pres. 1st sing, slea, ffwea, 2d sing, sles, 
ffwea, 3d sing. sWff, ffwfcff, plur. sleaff ; opt. sing. ale ; imp. slash, 
ffuaeh. 5) Inf. f6n; pres. 1st sing. f6 (once f6u, 115. 13), 2d sing, 
foest, 3d sing, foeff (once foeht, 47. 4, i.e. fdsst, fdeff, ftfeht), plur. 
f6ff ; opt. foe, plur. foen (i.e. f<fe, foen, cf. the spelling foe, 27. note) ; 
imp. sing. f6h, plur. f6ff ; part. f6nde. 

In North, the following inflective forms occur: 1) Inf. giffia, Rit.; 
pres. plur. giffil we; opt. sing, giffil; part, ffiiende, wria (often 
wriga, 383. note 2) ; pres. 3d sing, wriff, plur. wriaff. 2) Inf. flea; 
pres. 3d sing, fliff , It. 2 Hit. fleff, plur. fleaff ; opt. sing. Rit. flee, flil, flia> ; 
imp. sing, fl^h, plur. fleaff ; part, fleende, Rit. 3) Inf. sea; pres. 1st 
sing, seom, slum, 2d sing, sfst, 3d sing, siff, plur. seaff ; opt. sing, si ; 
imp. sing, seh (also sib, sigh, Rit.), plur. seaff ; part, seende, segende. 

4) Inf. sla, site; pres. 1st sing, site, 2d sing. slt&s, 3d sing, slsfcff, 
plur. alaff, shfeff; imp. sing, slah, plur. ofsla we; part, slsende; 
pres. 1st sing, ffwa, 2d sing, ffwas, 3d sing, ffwaff, plur. afwdiT; opt. 
sing, ffwa ; imp. ffwah. 5) Inf. f6a; pres. 2d sing, foes, 3d sing. foeff 
(i.e. fdes, faff), plur. foaff, f 6eff (fueff?); opt. foe (foe?); imp. f6h, 
plur. f6aff (gefeon is weak in North. : gifeage, pret. glfgade, accord- 
ing to Class II.). 

2) Preterit. 

375. The preterits of the contract verbs do not differ 
from those of the regular conjugation, since the h is 
either final or has undergone grammatical change to g 
or w. 
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376. u-umlaut is assumed in the Ps. and North, by 
the plur. indicative of the strong verbs of the first 
ablaut class ; the Ps. has eo : steogun, areosun (cf. also 
weotan, know, 420. note) ; the North, usually io : 
driofun, riosun. In WS. this umlaut is only sporadic. 

377. i-umlaut properly belongs to the 2d sing, indica- 
tive and the whole optative (cf. OS. forms like 2d sing, 
indicative bundi, 1st and 3d sing, optative bundi, plur. 
bundfn). It is no longer found, however, except in 
certain optatives of the preteritive presents (422 ff.), and 
in isolated examples like hwyrfe (Dan. 211), wyrde 
(Rit. 114), hliepen (Cura Past. 214. 7). 

3) Past Participles. 

37a In the older language a few verbs sometimes 
have i-umlaut in the past participle, alternating with the 
unchanged radical vowel, though the mutated vowel is, 
as a rule, afterward lost. Here belong especially those 
with original ag: gestagen, geffw^gen, subsequently 
only geslaegen (geslagen), ge&wsegen (also geffwogen); 
very frequently cymen along with cumen, sporadically 
geiflFrsfewen along with geffr&wen, gescyfen along with 
gescofen, ged£n (North, gedoen, cf. 429), betygen 
along with betogen and betigen, from t£on, censure 
(383. note 3). So likewise the participial adjective 
sfegen, own, along with agen (Goth, aigins). 

Note. In EWS. are sometimes found participles like geffiegen. 
gewieteu, gewrieten, with o- and i-umlaut (109; 100). 
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B. TENSE-FORMATION OF THE STRONG VERBS. 

i) Ablaut Verbs. 

379. The tense stems. The forms of the OE. ablaut 
verbs may all be referred to four stems, which are 
called tense stems. These are 

1) the present stem, to which belong all the forms of 
the present ; 

2) the first preterit stem, to which belong only the 
1st and 3d sing, preterit indicative ; 

3) the second preterit stem, comprising the 2d sing, 
indicative, the plur. indicative, and the whole preterit 
optative ; 

4) the stem of the past participle, from which only 
the latter is derived. 

As representatives of these four stems, the following 
principal parts may serve : l) the 1st sing, present in- 
dicative or the infinitive; 2) the 1st sing, preterit 
indicative ; 3) the 1st plur. preterit indicative ; 4) the 
past participle. 

380. Grammatical change. Those verbs whose present 
stem ends in a surd spirant regularly experience gram- 
matical change in the 3d and 4th stem : c£osan, c£as, 
curon, coren (384); lfftan, lriff, lidon, liden (382); t£on, 
teah, tugon, togen (384) ; s£on, seali, sawon, sewen 
(391.2). The law is, however, often violated by the 
occurrence of the grammatical change in the 2d stem, 
as in sl£an, slog:, sltfgon, geslaegen (392. 2). 

381. The ablaut scries. The variation of radical vowel 
in the four stems of the word takes place within certain 
well-defined groups or series, which are called ablaut 
series. Of these series the Germanic verb recognizes 
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six. Arranging the vowels according to the order of 
the four stems, the series form the following system : 





1st Stem. 


2d Stem. 


3d Stem. 


4th Stem. 


I. . 


. i 


ai 


i 


1 


II. . 


eu 


ail 


u 


u 


III. . 


. . e, i 


a 


u 


u,o 


IV. . . 


. e,i 


a 


6 


u,o 


V. . 


. e, 1 


a 


6 


e 


VI. . 


. a 


6 


6 


a 



Note. For the variation of e and I, u and o, see 45. 2, 3. 

The much more complicated system of OE. results 
from the foregoing by taking account of the changes 
which the Germanic vowels have experienced in OE. 
(49 ff.). Further particulars will be given in the 
following paragraphs. 

382. Class I. Verbs of the First Ablaut Class : 1, ri, i 
(eo, io, 107), i (ie, 378. note) ; e.g., gprfpan, grcip, 
gripon (griopun), gripen, seize; with grammatical 
change in 3d and 4th stem, like snltFon, sn£<9, snidon, 
sniden, cut. 

Note 1. Like grfpan are inflected nipan, grow dark, ripan, reap; 
clifan, adhere, drifan, drive, hlifan (?), threaten, belifan, remain, 
scrifan, prescribe, shrive, swifan, revolve; bitan, bite, dritan (?), cacare, 
11 i tan, contend, hnitan, thrust, scitan, cacare, slitan, tear, besmitan, 
defile, STwitan, heir, gcwitan, go, tetwitan, scold, twit, wlitan, look, 
writau, write ; bidan, bide, cnidan, beat, glidan, glide, gnidan, rub, 
hlidan, cover, ridan, ride, slidan, slide, wridan, grow; blfcan, shine, 
sfcan, sigh, snfcan (?), creep, 8 trie an, go, swican, abandon, tican(?), 
cure, wican, yield; flgan (?), parch, hnigan, bow, migan, mingere, 
sigan, sinl; stigan, ascend; cinan, gape, acwinan, dwinan, disappear, 
ginan, yawn, hrinan, touch, hwinan (?), hiss, rinan, rain, scinan, 
shine (pret. scan, seean, 76), ffw£nan(?), grow soft; arisan, arise, 
gerisan, Ixfit; spiwan, spew; mfSan, avoid, oferswiffan, subdue, 
wrfffan, bind. Like sniff an are conjugated cliffan (?), adhere, lfffan, 
go, scritfan, proceed. 
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Note 2. The past part, of scriffan occurs as scriffen. 

Note 3. The radical vowel of ripan is short in the Anglian dialect. 

383. The verbs t&m, censure, tS6on, thrive, wr**on, 
cover, North. fffa, wrfa, Ps. wr£an (for * tihan, etc., cf. 
Goth, teihan, )>eihaii), have lost the li in certain forms 
of the present which have then undergone contraction 
(373), but retain the h in the 1st and 3d sing, preterit, 
and convert it into g in the 3d and 4th stems (380) : 
wr^on, wrrih, wrigon, wrigen. In consequence of con- 
traction in the present, they frequently pass over into 
Class II. in WS. : wreon, wr^ah, wrugon, wrogen, 
after models like t£on, teah, tugon, togen, draw (384). 

Note 1. The lexicons and grammars often cite infinitives like 
♦sihan, * tfhan; these are nowhere to be met with in the literature, 
and are falsely deduced from forms in which the h is regularly pre- 
served (374). 

Note 2. The g of the 3d and 4th stems is occasionally transferred 
to the 2d stem: ffag, wrag; in North, wriga (along with wria) it 
even penetrates into the 1st. 

Note 3. 9£on, in addition to the pret. plur. ffigon, ffugon, part, 
ffigen, ffogen, likewise forms a pret. plur. ffungon, part. ffungen, 
according to Class III. (386). teon, accuse, has in the past part, 
tygen, with i-umlaut, besides tigen and togen. 

Note 4. Like t£on are inflected the 1st and 2d stems of lion, lend, 
slon, siji (Goth, leihwan, *selhwan), pret. lata, leata, sab (?). The 
past. part, of the latter verb is si wen, scxnven, as well as (be)se'on. 

384. Class II Verbs of the Second Ablaut Class : e\>, 
6a, u, o (Goth, iu, au, u, u), like b£odan, bead, budon, 
boden, beg, or with grammatical change in 3d and 4th 
stem, like c^osan, e£as, curon, eoren, choose, sloffan, 
s£a9, sudoii, soden, seethe, t£on (North, tea, for *tdo- 
han, *t6han), tlah, tugon, togen, draw. 

Note 1. So are also inflected: 

a) Without grammatical change : creopan, creep, dreopan, drop, 
gtopan, receive; cllofan, cleave, hlofan(l), lament, re'ofan, shatter 
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(with part, rofen, berofen) ; br£otan, break, fllotan, flow, geotan, 
pour, greatan, weep, hleotan, cast lots, neatan, enjoy, r^otan, fall, 
scrota n, shoot, spr^otan, sprout ; ffeotan, howl, affreatan, weary ; 
cr^odan, crowd, hr^odan, adorn, leodan, -grow, readan, redden ; 
abr6o<5an, frustrate ; reocan (North, r^ca), sme'ocan (North, smeca, 
smica, perhaps weak), smoke; dreogan, endure, fleogan, fly (Ps. 
flegan, North, flega), leogan, lie; breawan, brew, ceawan, chew, 
hreawan, rue, ffr6owan, agonize, and probably North. * speoftan, spit 
(pret. speaft, plur. speafton, speafton), which was perhaps originally 
a weak verb of the 3d conjugation. 

b) With grammatical change : dr&>san,/atf, freasan, freeze, hreo- 
san, fall, forleasan, lose, *heaffan, despoil, seaffan, seethe, fllop 
(North. flea), ./fee. 

Note 2. The verbs fleogan and fl^on are frequently confounded in 
LWS. The verb heofan is sometimes weak, and takes, as a strong 
verb, the irregular sing. pret. h6f, pret. plur. heofon. An exceptional 
form is the part, atfrttten, swollen. The part, begroren, Sat. 52, per- 
haps belongs under b. 

385. The verbs slupan, slip, supan, taste, dofan, dive, 
sctifan, shove, hrutan, snore, ltitan, bow, strudan, devas- 
tate, brucan, enjoy, Mean, lock, stican, srigan, suck, 
bugan, boiv, smugan, creep, have in the present u in- 
stead of eo (cf. Goth, lukan), but are otherwise regular: 
lucan, 16ac, lucon, locen. 

Note 1. The past part, of scufan is scofen and sceofen (76) ; in 
North, likewise scyfen, with i-umlaut. Later WS. forms of scufan are 
sceafan, sceafan. 

Note 2 (to 384. 385). The verbs whose stems end in gutturals have 
in the Ps. and North. e" foreo and e*a in the 1st and 2d stem (163.165) 
pret. : te*h, fleh, fleg, beg, brec, etc. = WS. teah, fle*ah, fleag, beag, 
breac. 

386. Class III. Verbs of the Third Ablaut Class: 
Goth, i, a, u, u. This class includes in OE. three main 
sub-divisions : 

l) Verbs in nasal 4- consonant take the ablaut series 
i, o. (a, 65), u, u: e.g., bindan, bond (band), bundon, 
bunden, bind. 
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Note 1. So are also inflected findan,./fri<f, grlndan, grind, hrlndan, 
thrust, swindan, vanish, tfindan, swell, windan, wind ; ffrintan, swell ; 
( on-) gin nan, begin, linnan, cease, sinnan, meditate, spinnan, spin, 
winnan, labor; clingan, shrink, cringan (crincan),y«W, singan, sing, 
springan, spring, stingan, sting t swingan, swing, ffringan, throng, 
wringan, wring ; drincan, drink, ac win can, vanish, scrincan (scrin- 
gan), shrink, sincan, sink, slincan, creep, stincan, stink, swincan, swink ; 
climban (climman), climb; (ge)limpan, happen, rimpan, wrinkle; 
crimman, cram, grimman, rage, hlimman, roar, scrim man, wither, 
swimman, swim. 

Note 2. Here belong also iernan (irnan, yrnan, Ps. iornan, 
North, iorna), ntn, and probably beornan, North, beorna, bearna, 
burn (Goth, rinnan, brinnan), with metathesis (179), pret. orn, bom, 
later arn, barn, for *ronn, *bronn, subsequently with regular ablaut 
WS. earn, bearn. The form rinnan is occasionally found, especially 
in gerinnan, curdle, though the latter now and then exhibits metath- . 
esis ; the causative eernan may also be compared with the causative 
gerennan, curdle. Isolated forms are ffungon, ffungen, from 9eon, 
thrive (383. note 3). findan sometimes has a preterit funde in WS., 
after the manner of the weak preterits. In EWS. swingan takes the 
past participle sungen. 

Note 3. In North, all these verbs have a in the 2d stem, although 
there is no other exception in North, (at least in Lind.) to the rule by 
which a becomes o, before nasals : ongann, band, fand, dranc, ge- 
lamp, barn, etc. As the vowels were certainly lengthened in North, 
before nasals (168), it is justifiable to assume that the a here follows 
the pattern of ablaut Class I. : binda-bSnd, like gripa-grap. The 
forms containing u, like fund, drunc, gelump, now and then occur- 
ring in the editions, depend upon false readings of the manuscripts : 
scrincan has pret. plur. scriungon (L. Mt. 13. 6), part, forscriuncen 
(L. Mt. 12. 10), ascryuuean (Rit. 24. 1) along with gescruncan 
(L. Luc. 6. 6). 

387. 2) Verbs in 1 -f consonant have the ablaut series 

e, ea (a, Ps. and North, only a), u, o: e.g., helpan, 

healp (lialp), hulpon, holpen, help. 

Note 1. Thus are inflected delfan, delve, belgan, be angry, swelgan, 
swallow, beteldan, cover, meltan, melt, sweltan, die, bellan, bellow, 
swellan, swell. The following verbs exhibit slight variations in WS. : 
giellan, gelt, gicldan, yield, gielpan, boast, scielfan ( ? ), shake, sciel- 
lan(?), clash, with ie, i, y, in the present on account of initial g, sc 
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(75), while Ps. and North, preserve the e (157); meolcan, mitt, 
seolcan, grow languid, generally have eo in the present ; exceptions are 
infinitive melcan (Lind. 2. 142), asealcan (Gen. 2167). 

Note 2. feolan, adhere, reach, Goth, filhan, loses its li in the pres. 
before a vocalic termination, but retains it in the pret. fealh ; the plur. 
is rarely fulgon, usually fselon (according to 390), the part, folen. 
A pres. felgan, which is often assumed, does not exist. 

Note 3. The adj. collenferhff, fierce-minded, points to a lost verb 
♦cwellan, swell. 

388. 3) Verbs in r or h + consonant have the ablaut 

series eo, ea (North, also a), u, o : e.<7., weorpan, wearp, 

wurpon, worpen, cast, or feohtan, feaht, full ton, 

fokten, fyht; with grammatical change, weorffan, 

wcard", wurdon, worden, become. 

Note 1. So arc inflected ceorfan, cut, carve, deorfan, labor, 
hweorfan, turn, sceorfan, gnaw, steorfan, die, sweorfan, polish; 
smeortan, smart; beorgan, protect ; beorcan, bark, aneorcan (?), be 
forgotten, sweorcan, obscure ; *ceorran, creak, *cweorran, inebriate, 
georran, chatter (likewise with umlaut, glerraii), and perhaps seorffan, 
coire; with feohtan belongs *fleohtan, weave. Here belong also the 
participles astorfen, dead, samstorfen, half dead. For feolan see 
387. note 2. 

Note 2. The North, forms of weorpan, weorffan, are worpa, 
worffa (156. 2) ; for hweorfan Kit. has hwurfa (pret. plur. hurfon, 
L. Mt. 23. 15) ; for feohtan Ps. has fehtan, North, fehta, pret. faeht 
(so the inf. of hruhtun, iniecerunt, L. Mt. 26. 50, must be set down as 
hrehta) ; beorgan, North, berga, according to 162 ff. 

389. 4) Other variations, many of which will be at 
once comprehended by a reference to the phonology, 
are exhibited by the following verbs : 



bregdan, brandish 


braegd 


bmgdon 


brogdeu 


stregdan, strew 


strap gd 


strugdon 


strogden 


berstan, burst 


brent 


burs ton 


borsten 


overscan, thresh 


ffaersc 


Vurscon 


fforscen 


fiignan, inquire, ascertain 


frtegn 


frugnon 


frugnen 


murnan, mourn 


mearn 


murnon 




spurnan ) , , , 

\ tread down 
spornan ) 


spearn 


spurnou 





Digitized by Google 



CONJUGATION. 



193 



Note, bregdan and stregdan often lose their g, with lengthening 
of the preceding vowel : brldan, braVd, etc., 214. 3 (3d sing. pres. 
ind. britt, 359. 3) ; the past part, occasionally appears as bregden 
(Phoen. 306, Blick. Horn. 99.32); stregdan is usually weak in WS. 
prose, and its pret. occurs in North, not only as stregd, but also as 
strugde (cf. funde, 386. note 2). berstan and tferscan (North, 
oversea, ffaersca L., ffarsca R. 2 , ffersca Rit.) stand by metathesis for 
♦brestan and *uYescan (179). frlgnan (Goth, fralhnan) often 
drops g in the polysyllabic forms, and lengthens the preceding vowel : 
frinan, frtegn (sec 214. 3) ; in its stead LWS. has frinan, fran, in 
imitation of Ablaut Class I., though frunon, frunen remain. Assimi- 
lation occurs in frinnan, frunnon, etc. ; other forms are pret. sing, 
freng, pret. plur. frungon (186. note), part, gefraegen, gefregen. 
The n originally belonged only to the pres. of this verb (cf. Goth, frnh, 
fr6hum) ; a relic of the older conjugation has perhaps been preserved 
in the pret. plur. frugan (R. Mit. 12. 10), and the part, gefrugen and 
gefrlgen, though the latter perhaps belong to frlcgean (391. 3). 
Instead of murnan, spurnan, spornan, which alone are authorized, 
the lexicons frequently write *meornan, *speornan; murnan has 
the weak pret. murnde (Andr. 164). 

390. Class IV. Verbs of the Fourth Ablaut Class: 
Goth, i, a, e\ u, WS. e, se, o (Kent, and Ps. e, e, 6, o, 
North, e, «e, O, 150 if.) : e.g.^ beran, baer, b£ron, 
boren, bore. 

Note 1. So also arc inflected cwelan, die, helan, conceal, *hwe- 
lan(?), roar, stelan, steal; scieran, shear (pret. scear, plur. scearon, 
76), teran, tear, ffweran, stir ; *8triman (?), resist; brecan, break; 
here belongs likewise the isolated past part, gedwolen, perverse; 
geffuren, forged, perhaps belongs to ffweran, but possibly is an error 
for geffruen (405. 6). 

Note 2. Peculiarly irregular are : 

niman, take n6m n6mon numen 

cuman, come c(w)6m c(w)6mon cumen, cyraen 

The opt. pres. of cuman (North, cyma, rarely cuma, inf. also 
c(w)ome), occurs not infrequently (uniformly in Ps.) as cyme, with 
1-umlaut ; now and then this y occurs in other pres. forms, which do 
not properly take the umlaut. Instead of n6m, n6mon, LWS. also 
has nam, namon, which, according to 60, must be a recent formation. 
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A form cw&mon, frequently set down in the books, seems to repose 
upon no authority. The length of the 6 in 06m, c6m, is certified by 
gemination and accent. 

Note 3. For u- and o-umlaut in these verbs see 370. 

391. Class V. 1) Verbs of the Fifth Ablaut Class : 
Goth, i, a, a\ i, WS. e, se, ce, e (Kent, and Ps. e, e, e\ e, 
North, e, ae, e\ e, 150 ff.), like metan, meet, mseton, 
meten, measure ; or with grammatical change, like 
cweflFan, cwseCF, cwaedon, cweden, say (North, cuoe&a, 
cuoeflr, cuoedon, cuoeden, along with cue&a, cueff, 
cu£don, cueden, according to 156). 

Note 1. So also are inflected drepan, strike, screpan, scrape; swe- 
fan, sleep, wefan, weave; tetem,faU (?) ; cnedan, knead, tredan, tread; 
hlecan (?), cohere, sprecan (Kent, and LWS. also specan), speak, 
wrecan, pursue ; wegan, carry ; lesan, collect, genesan, recover ; with 
grammatical change only the defective wesan (427). The pres. tense 
of plegan, play, is sometimes strong, and then belongs to this class. 
The past part, of drepan is found once as dropen (Beow. 2981). 

Note 2. WS. gicfan, give, gictan, get, are irregular only in accord- 
ance with 75: pret. geaf, geat (Kent, and Ps. gef, get, North, geaf, 
g®t), plur. geafon, ge*aton (non-WS. g£fan, ge*tun), part, giefen, 
gieten, etc. 

Note 3. etan, eat, and fretan, devour, have the pret. sing, fifet, frsfet; 
cf. Goth, fre*fc The length of the se rests upon manuscript evidence, 
and, moreover, is shown to be old (i.e., not due to prolongation) by the 
North, form et (150. 1). 

Note 4. For the u- and o- umlaut of these verbs see 370. 

2) The verbs gef^on, rejoice, pleVm, adventure, and 
s£on, see, stand for *-fehon, *plehon, *seh(w)on (373). 
Their tense formation is : 

geflon gefeah gefcfcgon (gefaegen) 
pleon pleah 



Note 5. For the conjugation of the present cf. 374. An infinitive 
gefeohan does not exist ; gefaegen (North, gefagen), glad, is, like 



sdon 
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fiegen, properly an adjective, cf. OS. fagan. The form sawon is the 
usual one in WS., aafegon being rarely if ever found in WS. prose. 
The past participle is loss frequently gescgen. 

In P8. and North, the pret. of s6on is seen, according to 162 : plur. 
segun, -on, part, gesegen, North, also gesen, R. 1 gossan. In place of 
WS. getf6on, North, has a weak verb geflage, belonging to Class II. 

3) The verbs biddan, request, lic?(e)an, lie, sittan, 

sit, form their present in Germ, with jo (cf. Goth. 

bidjan), but are otherwise regular: preterit baed, laegr, 

sa?t, participle beden, legen, seten. So, too, <?icg(e)an, 

take, and fricg(e)an, inquire, have the same present 

formation, but with preterit ffeah, ffah (besides the 

weak olgrede, ITigde, 400. note 1, 401. note 1; the 

preterit of fricgrean is not found), participle gefrigen 

(gefrugen, cf. 389. note). 

Note 6. The verbs whose stem ends in g have in the 3d stem either 
ae or a: w&gon, lefegon, fftegon, and wagon, lagon, ffagon, etc. 
(57. note 3). 

392. Class VI. l) Verbs of the sixth ablaut class: 
Goth. OE. a, 6, 6, a, like faran, for, foron, faren, go. 

Note 1. Thus are inflected alan, nourish, calan, call, galan, rings 
grafan, grave, sc(e)afan, shave ; hladan, lade, wadan^o; dragan, 
draw, gnagan, gnaw; acan, ache, baean, bake, sacan, dispute, 
sc(e)acan (Ps. North, scsecan, -a, 162), hasten; wascan (waxan), 
wash ; geffracen, prepared, seems also to belong here. To these must 
be added the isolated pret. w6c, awoke, sprang, which has no corre- 
sponding pres. *wacan, and hence is usually coupled with the weak 
verb wsecnan, awake. 

Note 2. A few of these verbs have ae instead of a in the past parti- 
ciple : e.g., gehlaeden, grsefen, along with gehladen, grafen (49. 2). 

Note 3. The irregularities of sc(e)afan and sc(e)acan, pret. sceoc, 
sc6c, part. sc(e)acen, sceecen, are explained in 76. On the other 
hand, sponan (subsequently also spQnnan, cf. 396. a), instigate, and 
likewise WS. weaxan (also wexan, 101, North. wroxa, 162), grow, 
assume the conjugation of the reduplicating verbs (396) : pret. speon, 
wfcox (though EWS. span, North. w6x). The participle gedafcn 
(gedefen), befitting, belongs here. 
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2) The verbs fl&tn, flat/, l&in, blame, sllan, sfn&e, 
ffw^an, tca^ (for the present forms of Ps. and North, 
see 374), have lost a medial li (cf. Goth, slahan, 
pwahan, and 373). The 1st and 3d sing, preterit has 
gr, ltfgr, sldgr, ffwdg, through the influence of the plur. 
ltfgon, sltfgon, ffwogon (380; 16h, sloli, ftwtfh are, to be 
judged according to 214. l). The past participle often 
has i-umlaut in the older texts: slegen, ffwegen (or 
ffwogen), but also beflagen, belagen, slsegen (slagen), 
ffwsegen, which afterward prevail exclusively ; North. 

3) stondan, stand, loses the n in the preterits sttfd, 
stddon, but retains it in the participle stonden. 

4) The verbs sw^r(i)g(e)an, swear, hejbban, heave, 

hliehhan (blibhan, hlyhhan, Ps. North, hlaehha(n)), 

laugh, scieppan (scippan, scyppan, North. Kent, scep- 

pan), create, st$ppan (stseppan), stop, sceffffan, injure, 

have a j in the present stems, which is lacking in the 

other forms: preterit swtfr (once sw£or), htff, hltfh 

(plur. hldgon), sc6p (sc£op), strip, sc6d (sc£od, 76) ; 

participle sworen (once swaren), hafen and hsefen, 

scepen and sceapen. 

Note 4. Along with sceffffan there is a regular infinitive sceaffan ; 
and, conversely, along with eceod a weak preterit secede (400. 
note 1). In LWS. hebban has weak forms: preterit hefde, past 
participle hefod. 

2) Reduplicating Verbs. 

393. The same four stems are recognizable in the 
reduplicating verb as we have already found in the 
ablaut verb (379) ; only that in the former case they 
are not so sharply differentiated, the 1st and 4th stems 
having the same vowel on the one hand, and the 2d 
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and 3d stems a different vowel on the other. When 
grammatical change takes place, it applies alike to the 
2d, 3d, and 4th stems. The distinguishing character- 
istic of the reduplicating verbs lies in the manner of 
forming their preterit. 

394. The preterits which originally sprang from re- 
duplication (352. l) are uniformly abbreviated in OE. 
by contraction. Only a small number of verbs have 
preserved forms which clearly reveal the manner of 
their formation : heht from hatan, call, Goth, haihait ; 
reord from rsedan, counsel, Goth, rairtfp; leolc from 
lacan, jump, Goth, lailaik ; and with more complete 
disfigurement, (on)dreord (North, ondreard) from 
(on)drsedan, dread; leort from lsetan, let. To all of 
these belong collateral forms according to 395. 

Note, heht is scarcely found, except in the sing. ; the plur. is gener- 
ally, in WS. perhaps exclusively, h6ton, according to 395. The other 
forms of this character are less frequent in WS. than in Ps. North., where 
they predominate to the virtual exclusion of preterits found under 395. 

395. More commonly the contraction leads to complete 
fusion of the reduplicating with the radical syllable; 
the product retains either e, e" or eo, £o as the resultant 
vowel : e.g., hatan, h£t, h£ton, hdten, call, or hl£apan, 
hleop, hteopon, hllapen, leap. 

A) The vowel e, e* is preferred by such as have 

a) original a before n + consonant : blondan, blend ; 

b) WS. ae, Goth. Kent. Ps. North. 6: (on)drsedan, 
dread, lsetan, let, rsedan, counsel, slsepan, sleep ; 

c) a, Goth, ai, except when a w follows or precedes : 
hatan, call, lacan, jump, scadan (sceadan, 76, preterit 
sc£d and sc£ad), separate. 

To a) belong also the verbs f6n, seize, and hdn, hang, 
Goth, fahan, hahan (67) ; preterit, with grammatical 
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change, feng, heng ; participle fongen, hongen, North, 
also foen, hoen, i.e. fcfen, hoen (like doen, 429; cf. bif^n, 
Crist. 1158), besides hongen. 

Note 1. The e of the preterit is undoubtedly long in b) and c) ; it 
seems to have been originally short in a), but is afterward lengthened 
according to 124. 1 (onfeng, Lind. Luc. 18. 31). 

Note 2. In Ps. and North, slsepan forms the weak preterit slepte, 
Lind. Rit. slepde; similarly there occur in WS. slcepteand ondrsedde. 
The weak verb refedan, read, has a strong participle rsbden (Blickl. 
167. 28). 

396. b) The diphthong eo, £0, is retained in the pre- 
terit by such as have 

a) original a before l,n + consonant : feallan, fall, 
weallan, be agitated; fealdan, fold, healdan, hold, 
stealdan, possess, wealdan, wield ; sealtan, salt, weal- 
tan, roll (North, waelta, also weak) ; wealcan, revolve ; 
bonnan, summon, sponnan, join ; ggngan, go ; 

b) original au : b£atan, beat, h£awan, hew, hl£apan, 
leap, &hn£apan, pluck ; 

c) 6 : hropan, shout, hwtfpan, threaten ; bltftan, sa cri- 
jice, wrtftan, root; fltfcan (?), applaud; swtfgan, roar; and 
with i-umlaut (present formation with jo, 372), w£pan, 
weep ; bltfwan, bloom, fldwan, jlow, gWwan, glow, gr<5- 
wan, grow, hltfwan, low, rdwan, row, sptfwan, thrive ; 

d) aw: bl&wan, bloiv, eld wan (?), claw, cnawan, 
know, crawan, crow, mawan, mow, sawan, soiv (like- 
wise saVwan, Cura Past.), ffrawan, twist, wawan, blow; 
with wa, w6: swdpan, sweep, hw£san (hw&san?), 
wheeze. 

Note 1. gongan, gangan, gongan, go, North, geonga (157. 4), 
has, besides geong, the preterits gang (Beow.), geiigde, and Gode 
(430 ; the latter probably only in prose ; the past participle gegQngen 
is lacking in North.), gong, gieng, Gen. 626, 834, and spenn, Gen. 
445, are not genuine OE. To a) belongs the stereotyped North, parti- 
ciple abloncgen, indignant. 



Digitized by Google 



CONJUGATION. 



199 



Note 2. To b) belong the isolated participles eaoen, great (cf. fioth. 
aukan, increase), and eaden, given, granted; for North. *gp6afta (?) 
see 384. note 1, and for weaxan, 392. note 3. A strong preterit of 
btian, dwell, past participle gebun, gebtien, b£n, is wanting; but 
its place is supplied by bude, buede, North, byde, byedc, from the 
synonymous buian, buwian, North, bya. The 3d sing, preterit 
geneop, ingulfed, requires an infinitive geneapan or gen6pan ; and 
similarly onr&od, moistened, requires onreadan or onr6dan. 

Note 3. The eo is certainly long in />), c), and d) ; it is probably 
short in a), when followed by two consonants, unless secondary length- 
ening may have taken place. 

Note 4. Occasionally the plural has contraction of the §o with a 
vowel of the termination, like rfeon for reowun, from rowan. 

Note 5. Irregular forms of the preterit in North, are : blew, blewu, 
bleuu, plur. blewun ; cneaw, ensew, plur. cneawun ; speua, preterit 
optative; aeaw; heu. 

397. The past participle originally has the vowel of 
the present, though Rush. Mt. 12. 44 has aswripen from 
swapan (396), and wepan forms the past participle 
w6pen as well as w6pen. Grammatical change, and 
hence a different vowel, is found only in the participles 
of fon and h<Sn (395). 

III. Weak Verbs. 

398. The weak verbs are mostly derivatives. They 
are divided into three classes, on the basis of the varia- 
tion in their derivative suffixes : 

1) The jo-class : its original suffix was Indo-European 
-ejo-, from which was derived Germ, -jo- when the radi- 
cal syllable was short, and -io- when it was long (45. 8) . 

2) The <*-class : its suffix was Germ. -<Sjo-, interchang- 
ing with -<5-. 

3) The ai-class : its suffix was Germ, -ai-, interchang- 
ing with -jo-. 



Digitized by Google 



200 



INFLECTION 



In OE. these relations have been obscured in many 
ways by subsequent phonetic changes. 

399. Only three different stems are to be distinguished 
in the weak conjugation: those of the present, the 
preterit, and the past participle. The two latter very 
frequently approximate in form. 

I. FIRST WEAK CONJUGATION. 

a) Original Short Stems. 

400. Formation of the present stem. On account of 
the West Germanic gemination of consonants before j 
(228), the original short stems of this class, exclusive of 
those ending in r, became long in the present (with 
the exception of the 2d and 3d sing, indicative, 410). 
There are consequently in OE. two groups of original 
short stems opposed to each other, such as n$rian (n$r- 
gan, nejrigan, nejrigean), save, and such as fr$mman, 
perform. All the forms of the present stem have 
i-umlaut. 

Note 1. Like nerian are also inflected derian, injure, erlan, plough, 
ferian, carry, herian, praise, amerian, purify, scerlan, arrange, 
werian, defend, besclerian, deprive, gewerian, clothe, gewerlan, tveir, 
dam, ffwierian (1), oppose, byrian, pertain, onhyrian, emulate, snyrian, 
hasten, spyrlan, inquire, styrian, stir. Like ft^raman form their 
presents : a) Verbs in m, n, and the spirants a, if, t, g (reduplicated 
bb, eg, 190; 216), e.g., gr$mman, provoke; trymman, confirm; fS$n- 
nan, extend, weunan, accustom, clynnan, sound, dynnan, hlynnan, 
resound; cnyssan, thrust, hrissan, shake ; scetfffan, injure (also strong, 
392. 4), aswebban, appease, w$cg(c)an, agitate, 8icg(e)an, receive 
(also strong, 391. 3). b) Verbs in t, d, like hwettan, incite, l$ttan, 
hinder, settan, set, hreddan, rid, (a)treddan, investigate. For the 
verbs in 1 and c see 407. 

Notb 2. In WS., verbs of this class with stems ending in a nasal, 
a liquid, or a spirant, gradually assume the forms of the o-class, and 
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pass over to this conjugation. In the Cura Past, certain verbs belonging 
under a), note 1, have become assimilated to the r-stcms, like nerian : 
gr^mian, provoke, lemlan, oppress, te^mian, tame, trymtan, ronjirm, 
behellan, conceal, sylfan, wallow, hrlsian, shale, \v reft Ian, support. 
In later documents the transfer to the o-class is completely effected, 
as well in the case of the r-verbs such as nerian, dorian, erian, 
byrlan, spyrian, styrian, as in that of the originally reduplicated 
stem finals: fremian, dwellan, hellan, ffenian, hriaian, befflan, 
even geswefian, lull, hejflan, hedge. Of verbs whose stem ends in a 
short consonant, only hr^plan, touch, seem to belong here. Verbs with 
a short stem and irregular preterit, like lecgan - l$gdc, and those which 
are adduced in 407. a., are, with the exception of dwellan, usually 
exempt from the operation of this rule. 

401. Formation of the preterit, 1) The short-stemmed 
verbs in r, and those with mm, nn, ss, ffff, bb, eg in 
the present (400. note 1), have the ending -ede in the 
preterit ; the simple or ungeminated radical final conso- 
nant precedes the ending: nerian -ne. rede, fremman- 
fremede, ffennan-ftenede, cnyssan-cnysede, sceff&an- 
sce^ede, swebban - s w^f ede (190), weegr(e)an-we^rede, 
etc. ; only lecg(e)an, lay, always has lejrde without the 
middle vowel (and l£de, 214. 3) . 

Note 1. Such preterits without a middle vowel are occasionally 
formed from other verbs, e.g., wegde, 81gde, cnysde ; subsequently a 
transfer of the double consonant of the present to the preterit, cnyssde, 
etc., may take place. 

Note 2. In LWS. the -ede of the preterit is frequently replaced by 
-ode (400. note 2). 

2) The verbs in -d, -t, take the ending -de, the latter, 
however, being assimilated to a preceding t : t redd an - 
tredde, settan-sette (North, also satte, satte, without 
umlaut). 

402. Formation of the past participle. The ending is 
-ed, the gemination of the radical final consonant being 
simplified as in the preterit: (ge)nered, (ge) fremed, 
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(gre)ffened, (ge)cnysed, (ge)sceffed, (ge)w£gred, (ge)seted, 
(ge)treded; the participle of leeg(e)an is again (gre)lejrd 
without the middle vowel, to which add (ge)16d (214. 3). 
In the inflected forms whose termination begins with a 
vowel, the -e- is retained according to 144, with the 
exception of those in -t, -d : seted, plur. sette ; treded, 
plur. tredde (cf. 401. 2). The latter regularly contract, 
both when uninflected, and before an inflectional suffix 
beginning with a consonant. The Anglian and Kentish 
dialects differ from WS. in retaining the vowel. 

b) Original Long Stems and Polysyllables. 

403. Formation of the present stem. The whole pres- 
ent stem of the dissyllabic verbs has i-umlaut, when- 
ever the radical vowel admits ; verbs with 6o fluctuate 
according to 100. The derivative j is lost, except after 
vowels, as in cfegan, call. 

Note 1. To this class belongs a large number of verbs like d&lan, 
distribute, deal; fyllan, Jill ; de'man, judge ; hieran, hear; stieran, 
steoran, steer; strienan, strgonan, acquire; treowan, tr£ewan, 
believe ; cyffan, announce ; gyrdan, gird, etc. 

Note 2. eawan, show, frequently occurs with umlaut, as in iewan, 
ywan ; without umlaut it may belong to either the 1st or the 3d class ; 
only apparently destitute of umlaut are hean, elevate (*hfehan, from 
heah, high), and teon, make, furnish, preterit heade, teode. 

Note 3. Among the polysyllabic verbs the derivatives in -ettan 
( properly -ettan, Goth, -atjan) are especially to be noted, like bliccetan, 
lighten, roccettan, utter, spor ettan, spur, as well as the compounds 
which simulate these derivatives, like Qndettan, con/ess, onettan, incite, 
orettan, battle, from * andahaltjan, etc. These have gemination of 
the derivative t, according to 228, although simple t is often written 
after a short syllable. 

404. Formation of the preterit. The termination of 
the preterit is -de, which is attached immediately to 
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the radical syllable. The i-umlaut is retained : hferan 
-hierde, d£man~d6mde. 

405. As the consequence of collision between the d 
of the termination and the radical final consonant, there 
result a number of minor variations from the normal 
form, which will be easily understood by reference to 
the phonetic laws. The most important are : 

1) Gemination is simplified : f yllan - f ylde, fill, wem- 
man - wcmde, defile, Afirran - aiirde, remove, cyssan 
-cyste, kiss (the t in accordance with 2). 

2) The ending -de becomes -te after p, t, c, ss (sim- 
plified according to 1), and x: yppan - ypte, reveal, 
grr£tan - gr^tte, greet, scencan - sccncte, pour out, 
w^scan - w^scte, wish, fecan - fecte, increase (but also 
flite, 407. c), cyssan - cyste, kiss, lixan - lixte, shine 
(but hyspan - hyspde, mock, adwa?scan - adw&scde, 
extinguish, l^san - l^sde, release, r£san - rsesde, rush). 
Another exception is sl£pde, Lind. Rit. (395. note 2). 
WS. cemban, comb, has once the preterit cemde. 

3) tfd remains unchanged in the older texts, but 
subsequently passes into dd : cftfan, cftfde and c^dde, 
announce. 

4) After a consonant + d, t, the d of the ending is 
entirely lost: sendan - sende, send, gyrdan - gyrde, 
gird, 6htan - £hte, persecute, fFrystan - ffryste, thirst, 
etc. Only rarely is the spelling etymological : faestte, 
hyhtte, etc. 

5) The verbs in rw, like gierwan, gyrwan, prepare, 
hierwan, hyrwan, blaspheme, nierwan, nyrwan, oppress, 
sierwau, syrwan, deceive, smierwan, smyrwan, anoint, 
lose their w in the preterit, and have -ede, E WS. -ide, 
like the short stems : gierede, sierede, smirede, though 
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there are also (but not from grierwan) later forms like 

syrwde, syrwede, and even syrwode, according to 

Class II. With these verbs in rw seem to belong 

*wielwan, roll, and rsfcswan, consider. 

Note 1. The Ps. has regularly gerwan, preterit gerede, the North 
for the most part gearwla (iarwia, R. 1 ), according to the 2d weak 
class ; but preterit gerede, participle gered, beside gearwade, parti- 
ciple geanvad. 

Note 2. In respect to the treatment of the w, the 2d and 3d sing, 
present indicative stand on a level with the preterit gierest, giereo", 
etc., later gierwest, gierweff, etc. 

Note 3. frsetwan, adorned, usually forms the preterit freetwode, 
according to Class II., along with fraetwede ; subsequently it even has 
present forms according to Class II. 

6) The verbs clegan, cigan, call, name (Ps. c£gan, 
North, ceiga, ceia, R. 1 also c&gan), from *kaujan (176), 
usually carry over the g of the present into that of the 
preterit: cfegde, cfgde (North, ceigde, R. 1 also csfegde). 
Only the Ps. has regularly c6de, if we except the verb 
geh£gan - gehgde, perform, hold, which is only used in 
poetry. 

Note 4. The following verbs are in part very irregular. tflfy(a)n, 
ffywan, ffeon, press, pierce,- hlfewan, hlcowan, warm , ffryan (?), 
express, compress; scy(a)n, suggest, tempt; *ty(a)n, instruct. Of these 
the preterits are fltydc, fffdde, fSfgde, ffywde, fffcwde, ff6owde, 
ffeode; ffr^de; scyde; tfd(d)e; past participles geftfd, geffewd; 
gehlyd, gehlywd ; giffryd; getyd. 

7) The verbs in consonant + n, r, 1, which, if regularly 
formed, should have syllabic n, r, 1 in the preterit, are 
very irregular: n$mnan, name, has n$nide with loss 
of the n; efnan, raefnan, perform, frequently $fnde, 
raefnde; so likewise North, byngra-hyngerde, hunger, 
timbra — timberde, build, d£gla - d£gelde, conceal ; but 
more frequently these verbs take the ending -ede or 
(especially in the Ps. and North., not till late in WS.) 
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the -ode of Class II.: nemnode, efnede (North, efnade); 
f r6f ran - f r^fredc, -ode, comfort ; hyngran - hyngrede, 
-ode ; timbran - timbrede, -ode ; dieglan - dieglede, 
<lf glade, etc. Here again present forms, according to 
Class II., are subsequently found : fre*frian, kyngrian, 
timbrian (cf. 400. note 2). 

Note 6. An exception to the role is formed by Qglan, e&lde, afflict 

406. Formation of the past participle. Its ending is 
-ed ; in the cases whose termination begins with a vowel 
the e of the -ed is syncopated, and the same rules 
govern the contract of -d- with the radical syllable as 
in the formation of the preterit. The verbs in t, d, 
contract in accordance with the rule laid down in 402. 
Examples of the various types are : deman - gedlmed 

- gedemde f yllan - gef ylled - gef ylde, 405. 1 , gre* tan - 
gegr^ted - gegr^tte ; scencan - gescenced - gescencte, 
405. 2 ; c^ffan - gecftSetf - gec^ffde, late gec^dde, 
405. 3 , sendan - gesend (ed) - gesende , elitan - ge£h t (ed) 

- gelhte, 405. 4 ; gierwan - gegierwed - gegierede, 405. 5 ; 

ciegan-gecieged (Ps.gec^d, North. geceiged)-geciegde 

(Ps. gececle, North, geceigde), 405. 6; nemnan-ge- 

nemned~genemde; timbran -getimbred (-od)-getim- 

brede (-ode), 405. 7, etc. 

Note. The long stems which here insert e in the uninflected forms 
retain it in LWS., even in inflected forms like gedemede, gefyUede. 

c) Irregular Verbs. 

407. Some Germanic verbs join the termination of 
the preterit and past participle directly to the radical 
syllable, without the intervention of a middle vowel. 
These verbs consequently occur in OE. without the 
i-umlaut, and the verbs whose stem ends in a guttural 
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have ht in the preterit and past participle, according 
to 232. An original nasal is lost before this ht 
(45. 5; 185). 

a) Thus are regularly inflected: cwcUan - cwealde - 
(ge)cwcald, kill, dweUan-dwealde-ged weald, deceive, 
seUan (siellan, 80. note 2)-sealde-geseald, give, steUan 
-stealde-gesteald, place, t$llan-tealde-geteald, count; 
bycg(e)an - bohte - boht, buy, r6c(e)an - rtihtc, reck, 
s£c(c)an-s<Hite-sdht, seek, enc(e)an - 6hte - <T6ht, 
think, ffync(e)an-$tihte--8Ftiht, seem; with wider vari- 
ation, WS. wyrcan and wiercan, Kent. R. 1 wircan, 
North, wyrca (Goth, waurkjan)- worhte-worht, work, 
and bringan -brtfbtc-brtfht, bring, with the present 
strong (Goth, briggan), though a weak br$ng(e)an 
(OS. br^ngian) also occurs, especially in North. The 
past participle has also the form brungen. 

Note 1 But from te_llan there is likewise found a past participle 
getejed, and from dwellan a preterit dwelede, dwelode (cf. 400. 
note 2). 

Note 2. Other forms of the preterit and past participle of wyrcan 
are- wyrhte, wyrht; wrohte, wroht The preterit participle ge- 
warht, OS. gluuaraht, is found in Corp. 567. 

b) Certain verbs, more especially in the later docu- 
ments, have i-umlaut in the preterit, less frequently in 
the past participle : cw$cc(e)an - cweahte, cw$bte, 
shake ; decc(e)an-daehte (?), cover; dr^cc(e)an-dreahte, 
drehte, vex; lecc(e)an-leahte, lejite, moisten; r$cc(e)an 
- reahte, rebte - reaht, expound ; stre^c (e)an - streahte, 
strejite - streaht, stretch; wecc(e)an - weabte, wehte 
-weaht (LWS. wre/ican, etc.), wake; wlecc(e)an - 
wlsehte, wlejite -wlseht, wl^h t, make tepid; tr$cc(e)an 
-ffealite, ffehte - ftcaht, cover; * hseccean - haehte, 
hack ; * scycc(e)an - scyhte, mislead ; t&c(e)an - t&hte 
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(LWS. tahte), tseht (LWS. taht), show; rsfecean, 
rslhte, reach; Uecc(e)an-l&hte (LWS. lahte), Ufeht 
(LWS. laht), seize. 

Note 3. In the Vs. and North, the verbs with e in the present have 
sb in the preterit, according to 162, raeht©, weehte, ffaehte, etc., except 
where it has been supplanted by the e of the present. Besides the 
regular participial forms, decc(e)an has gedeced, and wlecc(e)an 
has gewleoed, gewlaecced. 

c) In imitation of these verbs, certain verbs in c, 
which are in other respects regular, sometimes take ht 
in the preterit, but retain the i-umlaut: fec(e)an 
-lecte-lehte (flite), part, gefeced, increase; ffrycc(e)an 
-ffrycte, ffrylite, part, geffrycced ; cnycc(e)an - cnycte, 
cnyhte, tie; n£al£c(e)an-ii&&l£cte, -hte (North. -cede, 
-cde), approach; dle«c(e)an-dlecte, dlejite, praise, etc. 



Conjugation of the Weak Verbs of Class I. 
408. Paradigms. 

Present. — Indicative. 



Sing. 1. nerle 


fremme 


deme 


cfege 


2. nercs (t) 


fremes(t) 


d6m(e)st 


cteg(e)st(Ps. cest) 


3. nereff 


fremeff 


dem(e)tt 


cieg(e)ff (Ps. ce*ff) 


Plur. neriaff 


fr^mmasy 


demaff 


ciegaff 




Optative. 




Sing, nerie 


fr^mme 


deme 


cfege 


Plur. n$rien 


fremmen 


dlmen 


ciegen 




Imperative. 




Sing. 2. nere 


freme 


dem 


cieg (Ps c6) 


Plur. 1. nerlan 


fremman 


d^man 


ciegan 


2. nertaff 


fr^mmaff 


denial 


cfegaff 




Infinitive. 




nerlan 


fremman 


dem an 


ciegan 




Participle. 




neriende 


fremmende | 


demende 


cfegcnde 
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Preterit. 

Indicative. 



Sing. 1. n^rede 

2. n$redes(t) 

3. n^rede 
Flur. n^redon 



Sing, nerede 
nereden 



Sing, n^red 
Plur. neredo 



fremedc 
fr^medes(t) 
fr^inede 
fremedon 



d6mde 
demdes(t) 
demde 
demdon 



ciegde (Ps. ce*de) 
etc. 



ciegde (Ps. c£de) 
etc 



ciegod (Ps. c£d) 
ciegde (Ps. cede) 



Optative. 



fr^mede 
fremeden 



de'mde 
demden 



Participle. 

framed I darned 
fremede | de'mde 



Note 1. For graphic variants of n^rian, etc., like n^rgan, n^rigan, 
n^rigean, etc., see 175. For forms like secean, seceaff, hnaegean, 
hn&geaff, etc., along with secan, secaff, etc., see 206. 6. 

Note 2. The -e of the 1st sing, preterit indicative is often lost in 
North, before the pronoun ic: seegdig, L., eadig, c^rdig, Kit., for 
saegde ic, 6ade ic, ce,rde Ic, etc. (356. note 2). 

Note 3. For the conjugation of the verbs in rw, see 405. 

409. nerian and fremman represent the conjugation 
of the original short stems, d&nan and cfegan of the 
original long stems. For examples of the former class, 
see 400 ; of the latter, 403. 

410. Strictly speaking, the inflected endings were 
originally the same in both classes, as they still are in 
the preterit. The actual differences in the conjugation 
of the OE. present are as follows : 

l) The j of the suffix -jo- was retained before an 
unlike vowel in the case of the short stems in r, like 
nerian ; in the other short^stemmed verbs it caused, 
before its disappearance (177), gemination of the radical 
final consonant in West Germanic, according to 228, as 
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in fremman. After long stems it was dropped without 
having produced gemination. 

Note 1. In verbs whose stems were long the J remained as g when- 
ever it was preceded by a vowel, as in ciegan. 

2) The present of the original short stems exhibits 
variation between geminated and simple consonants, 
the latter standing in the 2d and 3d sing, indicative and 
the 2d sing, imperative. 

Note 2. This variation depends upon the fact that the ending of 
these forms originally contained an i (cf. Goth, nasjis, nasji>, nasei), 
and that the sufflxal j prefixed to this 1 had already disappeared before 
the occurrence of the West Germ, gemination. Especially to be noted 
in this connection are the statements in 190 and 216, relating to eg as 
the geminate of g, and bb as that of f . lecg(e)an - I^geo", sw^bban 
- swefed", etc. Subsequently, and indeed already in North., this dis- 
tinction is overlooked, the geminated forms being introduced into the 
2d and 3d sing : sejest and sexiest, s^leo" and seJUeff, etc. 

Note 3. The inflection of cegan in Ps. depends upon a similar vari- 
ation • ce*gu, ceat, c6ff, imperative c6 (for *kauju, *kawis, * kawiflf, 
*kawl; preterit cfcde for *kawlda). In the other dialects the g is 
carried through all the forms. 

3) The imperative sing, of the short stems ends in 
-e (Goth, -ei), as in n^re, fr^me, while it regularly 
suffers apocope in the long stems, according to 133: 
de*m, hfer, etc. 

Note 4. In LWS., forms like d6me, h^re, are found ; in North., 
on the other hand, the short stems suffer apocope: ner, sel (cf. 
372. note). 

4) In like manner the endings of the 2d and 3d sing, 
indicative are regularly shortened to -st, tf in the EWS. 
texts : de*mst, dlmft, while the short stems but seldom 
admit of syncope (and then usually after 1 and gr : seltf, 
lejrff, etc.). Subsequently there is a uniform prevalence 
of -est, -elf. 
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2. SECOND WEAK CONJUGATION. 

411. Present stem. The common basis of all the forms 
of this class is primarily a stem in original -o-. In the 
present tense, with the exception of the 2d and 3d sing, 
indicative and 2d sing, imperative, this likewise takes 
the suffix -jo- of the first weak conjugation, the two 
elements combining, as a rule, to form -ia- (-iga-,-igrea-), 
this combination being pronounced as a dissyllable, and 
incapable of causing i-umlaut: sealfian, anoint, locian, 
look, wunlan, dwell, tacnian, betoken, sclawian, be- 
hold, etc. 

Note. The number of these verbs is very Urge, since verbs belong- 
ing to this class can be formed from very many nouns, but particularly 
from adjectives. Especially to be noted are the derivatives in -nian, 
Goth. -in6n, like feestnian, fasten ; in -cian, OHG. -ihh6n, like bede- 
cian, beg, styfecian, extirpate, ieldclan, delay, gearcian(?), prepare; 
and in -sian, usually Goth. -Ison, like ricsian, rixian, rule, bled sian, 
bless, mlltsian, pity, halsian, great, eorslan, be angry, blissian, rejoice, 
hreowsian, rue. 

412. Preterit. The preterit of this class ends in -ode 
(-ade, -ude, -ede) : wunode, tacnode, etc. 

Note 1. -ode is the regular WS. form, -ade being less frequent in 
this dialect, but the prevailing suffix in Ps. and North., in which 
dialects -ode is very rare ; -ude and -ede, though they are found in all 
the dialects, are comparatively scarce. The forms with e belong more 
frequently to the plur. than to the sing., and we may perhaps assume 
the normal forms to be sing, sealfode, plur. sealfedon (129). 

Note 2. Some verbs in w occasionally syncopate the middle vowel : 
truwian, truwde ; ffeowian, ffeowde, etc. 

413. Past participle. Its ending is -od, -ad, -ud, these 
forms standing to each other in the relation indicated 
by 412. note 1 : gewunod, get&cnod. To these must be 
added the -ed- of inflected forms, like getacnedum, etc. 
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414. Paradigms of the second class : 



Indicative. Optative. Imperative. 

Sing. 1. sealfle \ Sing. 2. sealfa 

2. sealfaat [ sealfle Plur. 1. seal flan 

3. sealfaff ) 2. sealfiaff 
Plur. sealfiaff sealfien 

Infinitive: sealfian Participle: sealfiende 

Preterit. 
Indicative. Optative. 

Sing. 1. sealfode \ 

2. sealfodest > seal f ode n 

3. sealfode > 

Plur. sealfedon, -odon sealfode n 

Participle: sealfad 

Note 1. Graphic substitutions of Ige for ie, and of lga, igea for la, 
are frequent: sealftge, sealflgen, sealflgean, etc.; ge for le is found 
in a few manuscripts : gnorngende, grieving, huntgende, hunting, etc. 
Contractions take place in the verbs bogan, boast, sc61an, shoe, and 
tweogcan, doubt. 

Note 2. North, has in many instances retained forms which ap- 
proximate more closely to the original ending of the present stem -ojo : 
e.g., infinitives in -ogla, -age, -ege; present indicative plur. -agetf, 
-egeff, -egaV, etc. Still other North, peculiarities are : indicative 1st 
sing, in -a, -lga (ffr6wa, ffr6wiga), (2d) 3d sing, in -es, -eff, -1(g) as, 
-Iges, -agiff , -alff , plur. in -aft, -as, -es, etc. ; imperative 2d sing, in -Ig, 
like arig, cltensig, along with -a; present participle in -ende, -ande, etc. 



3. THIRD WEAK CONJUGATION. 

415. This conjugation comprises the few remains of 
the Goth, ai-class which are still preserved in OE. 
These are the verbs habban, have; llbban, lifgan, 
live; secg(e)an, say ; hycg(e)an, think; and originally 
ffr£ag(e)an (Ps. ffrlgan, North. ftreiga), rebuke; 
sm£ag(e)an (Ps. smlgan), think; fr£og(e)an (Ps. 
frlgan), liberate. Their inflection is as follows: 
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Present. 

c;«<n,i«.i.. Indicative. 
Singular: Ubbe 

1. haebbe | lifgc *&g* hycge ffrGage freoge 

2. hafas(t) Hofas(t) sagas(t) hogas(t) 8"r<3as(t) frtos(t) 

3. hafaff liofatf sagatf hogaff 9r6aff freoff 

Plural : 
Jhabbaff (llbbaff 

iha>bbaff llifg(e)aff 8 « Cg (°) aff *y<*(«)*» *^ag(e)a* fr6og(e)aff 

t 

Singular: , Ubbe °P tative ' 

1. habbe |iif ge s^cge . hycge ffr^age fr£oge 

etc., like fremme, 408. 

Singulars ' /m/wtrfint. 

2. hafa Uofa saga hoga Vr6a frGo 

Plural : 

C**^** hycg(e,a * "*»* (e)a * ^ og(e)a » 

Infinitive. 

habban {jJJ*^ s«cg(e)an hy Ctr (e)an *r«ag(e)an fW*og(e)an 

habbende If!^ 61 *? 6 s^cgende hycgende ffrfcagende freogende 
( llfgenae 



Singular : 

1. haefde llfde saegde hogde ffr6ade fr6ode 

etc., like demde, 40a 

Past Participle. 
gehsefd gellfd gesaegd gehogod geffread gefreod 



416. The peculiarity of this class consists in the 
intermixture of forms belonging to the 1st and 2d weak 
conjugations. To the latter belong originally only the 
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2d and 3d sing, present indicative and the 2d sing, im- 
perative, all the other present forms being borrowed 
from the first conjugation. The preterit was formed by 
attaching -de directly to the radical syllable, and the 
past participle by adding -d. In the course of time, 
however, many modifications of the old system have 
taken pla.ce. 

Note 1. Later forms of habban are : 1st sing, indicative hafu, -o, 
-a (North, always so), 2d haefst, 3d hsefff, the latter being the most 
common in WS. prose; LWS. sing, optative habbe. By prefixing the 
negative adverb ne, habban becomes nabban : 1st sing, present in- 
dicative naebbe, nafu, etc., 2d nafast, nsefst, 3d nafaff, naefflf ; plur. 
nabbaff; preterit naefde; participle gensefd; cf. also naefga, mendi- 
cant, nsefte, poverty. The past participle haefed is peculiar to Bede. 
The preterit baedde occurs in a charter of a.d. 991. 

Note 2. The collateral forms of libban with tg (fi), like lifgan, 
llflan, are chiefly confined to the Anglian and Kentish dialects ; liofo 
is found in North, as the 1st sing, present indicative. In LWS. libban 
forms a preterit lifedc (lyfede, lyfode, leofode). 

Note 3. Later forms of sQcgean are : present indicative 2d sing, 
saegst, s$g(e)st, 3d sa»g$, s^g(e)flF, Ps. s^geff; imperative sej?e; 
preterit s&de, participle ges&d, according to 214. 3. hycg(e)an has 
the preterit hogode, plur. hogedon, according to Class II., and even 
hygde (3d sing, present hygff). 

Note 4. The original inflection of ffreagan, smeagan, freogan, is 
more clearly perceptible in Ps. than in WS. : infinitive ffregan, present 
indicative tfrlgu, ffrlaa, ffreaff, plur. ffregaff, optative ffrege, impera- 
tive ffrea, ffregad\ participle ffregende, preterit ffrlade, participle 
geffre'ad, for *9raujan, * ffrauju, *ffraual8, preterit ffrauda, etc.; 
likewise infinitive *frigan, present indicative frigu, Areas, freaff 
(friaff, frioff), plur. *fr%alflf, imperative frea, frigatf, participle frl- 
gende, preterit freade, frfode, participle fre*ad, friod. Elsewhere 
there are found shorter forms like ffrlan, smean, besides ffreagean, 
smeagean, etc. 

Note 5. The verbs belonging to this class were originally much 
more numerous. For the most part, they have either gone over to the 
II. class, like biofian, blfian, tremble, hllonlan, recline, scomlan, 
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shame, sorgian, care, or have a more or less perfect double formation, 
and are thus inflected in both classes: fylgean - 1 ylgde and folgian- 
folgode, tellan - tealde and talian - talodc From wacian, wake, 
there is a present participle waeccende ; and from hatian, hate, the par- 
ticiple hettende. In the case of others, only a preterit without middle 
vowel points to the old inflection : plagian - pltegde and plagade, 
play; swigian (swigtan? EWS. also swugian, suglan) - swigde 
(North.) and swigode, be silent; adruglan, adrugde, and adrugode, 
dry, etc. 

IV. Minor Groups. 

l) Preterttive Presents. 

417. The Germanic preteritive presents have sprung 
from strong verbs, whose preterits have assumed a 
present meaning (like Lat. memini, novi, coepi, Gr. 
ol$a), while the original presents have disappeared. 
Their forms consist of: 

1) a strong preterit with present signification (perfect 
present) ; 

2) a newly formed dental preterit (352. 2) with preterit 
signification. 

418. The inflection of the former is in general that of 
the strong preterits, retaining, however, various older 
forms, such as the 2d sing, indicative in -t, and the 
i-umlaut in the optative. The dental preterit conforms 
entirely to the inflection of the weak preterits. 

419. In the formation of their strong preterits the 
preteritive presents range themselves under the ablaut 
classes of the strong verbs. Accordingly, they naturally 
fall into the following order : 
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420. First ablaut ctass. l) Present writ, / know : 2d 
sing, wrist, plur. witon, EWS. wiotun, wietun ; optative 
wite; imperative wite; preterit wisse, wiste; infini- 
tive witan, EWS. wiotan, wietan ; participle witen ; to 
these must be added the ancient past participle gewiss, 
now used as an adjective with the meaning "certain." 
By fusion with the negative adverb ne, these forms 
become n£t, nast, nytun, nyte, nysse, nyste. 

Note. The Ps. has plur. weotun, neotun; infinitive weotan; 
participle weotende. The North., plur. wuton, nuton ; infinitive 
wuta; optative wite; imperative wite, plur. wutas; preterit only 
wiste, nyste ; past participle gewitten. 

2) ilgr (A, 214. 1), I have: 2d sing. 4ht, ahst, plur. 
rigon; optative age; imperative tee; preterit rihte; 
past participle segen and agen, adjective own (cf. 378) ; 
with the negative, nrih, nalite, etc. 

421. Second ablaut class. 3) dlag (d£ah, 214. 1, North. 
d6g, 163), / avail : 2d sing, doht (?) not found, plur. 
dugon ; optative duge, dyge ; preterit dohte ; infinitive 
dugan ; present participle dugende, EWS. dugunde. 

422. Third ablaut class. 4) on(n), an(n), L WS. ge- 
un(n), I grant: 2d sing. Qnst (?) not found, plur. unnon; 
optative unne; imperative unne (North, gionn, Rit.); 
preterit tkffe ; infinitive unnan ; present participle un- 
nande; past participle (ge)unnen. 

5) con(n), can(n), I knotty can: 2d sing, const, plur. 
cunnon ; optative cunne ; preterit cti?Fe ; infinitive cun- 
nan ; past participle cunnen, besides the ancient past 
participle cliff, known, used as an adjective. 

6) ffearf, I need: 2d sing. flFearft, plur. ffurfon; 
optative ffyrfe, usually ffurf e ; preterit fforfte (R. 1 
ffurfte) ; infinitive flFurfan. 
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7) dear, I dare : 2d sing, dearst, plur. durron ; opta- 
tive dyrre, usuaUy durre ; preterit dorste (R. 1 dy(r)ste); 
infinitive durran (?). 

423. Fourth ablaut class. 8) sceal, I shall : 2d sing, 
scealt, plur. sculon, sceolon; optative scyle (scile), 
scule, sceole ; preterit sc(e)olde ; infinitive sculan, 
sceolan. 

Note 1. North, plur. scilon, sciolon, optative scile ; preterit Rush. 1 
scalde, sculde, optative scylde. The forme scile, sciele, occur in 
Cura Past. 

9) mon, man (likewise gemon), LWS. genuine, I in- 
tend : 2d sing, monst, LWS. gemunst, LWS. 3d sing, 
gemanflr (?), plur. n union, LWS. gemunaff; optative 
myne, usually mune ; imperative gemyne, gemun(e) ; 
preterit munde; infinitive munan; present participle 
munende ; past participle (ge)munen. 

Note 2. North, has as preterit gem£ste (for *gemynste, 185. 1). 

424. Fifth ablaut class. 10) maeg, i* can : 2d sing, 
meant, miht, plur. magon; optative maege, LWS. 
mage, muge, plur. mahan, mugon; preterit mealite, 
mihte ; infinitive magan or mugan (?) not found. 

Note. The forms of the Ps. are meg, maeht, mtegon, mege, 
maehte. 

11) be-, ge-neah, it suffices (used only in the 3d per- 
son) : plur. -nugon, optative -nuge, preterit benohte ; 
infinitive -nugan (?) not found? 

425. Sixth ablaut class. 12) mdt, i" may : 2d sing, 
most, plur. mtfton, optative mtfte, preterit moste; 
infinitive mtftan (?) not found. 
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2) Verbs in -mi. 

426. The 1st sing, present indicative of the Indo- 
European verb ended either in -6* or in -mi (cf. the 
Gr. verbs in -cw and -/u, like <f>epa> and rlOrjfu, etc.). 
To the verbs in -o* belong all the regular Germanic 
verbs; of the verbs in -mi only scanty remains have 
been preserved; they are distinguished by the fact 
that the 1st sing, indicative ends in -m. Here belong 
the following OE. verbs : 

a) The Substantive Verb. 

427. The substantive verb is composed of forms from 
the three roots, es (indicative and present optative), 
bheu (indicative and present optative with future signi- 
fication, infinitive and imperative), and wes (infinitive, 
present participle, and preterit). The inflection is as 
follows : 

l) Root es: 



ws. 



Present. — Indicative. 

P8. 



Sing. 1. 



Plur. 



3. is 

{slnd, -t 
siondun 
sl(e)ndun 
syndun 



am 
arff 
is 

aron 



} sind(un) 
( siondun 



] sint, ( d) 
( sindon 



Optative. 
/ sie 

) (1st pers. also 
( sfem, slon) 



Sing. 1. sie 

2. sio, seo 

3. si, slg, s£ 
t sien 

Plur. ) sin 
( sin 

Note 1. Prothesis of the negative adverb ne gives neom (Ps. neam, 
North, nam), nis, nearun, -on. 



| sien 



sie, s6 



sie, s6 
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Note 2. R. 1 has also an indicative plur. sendun, and Lind. an 
infinitive sie ; in the Ps. sind is the regular form of the plur., while 
earun is the rarest ; the form send is occasionally found in WS. The 
2d sing, earff occurs not only in Ps., but also in Boeth. 128. 

2) Root bheu : 

Present. 

Indicative. Optative. 

WS.-Ps. North. W8. North. 

Sing. 1. be*om, bfeo biom, b£om \ 

2. bis, bist blst ih4o bia 

3. biff biff ) 

Plur. beoff j™*™ jbe<m bia 

Infinitive: b£on (North, bian) Present Participle: blonde 
Imperative : Sing, be"o, plur. b£off 

Note 3. Later forms of bist, biff, are byst, byff. Only rarely 
does the North, have bioffon for biff on. R. 1 has an indicative plur. 
beo>an (biff on) along with b£o>, Mo>. The Ps. has no example of 
the optative. 



3) Root wes 



Infinitive: wesan (North, wosa, wossa). Participle: wesende. 
Imperative: Sing, wes, plur. wesaff (North, w»s, wosas). 



Indicative: 1st sing, wses, 2d sing, wfiere; 
Optative : wSbre, etc., the whole regularly inflected as a strong 
verb (391). 

Note 4. The past participle is generally wanting, but cf . 391. note 1. 
From fusion with ne results the preterit sing, naes, 2d nsere, plur. 
meron, optative nsbre. 

b) The Verb "will." 

428. The present tense of the verb " will " was 
originally confined in Germanic to an optative used 
indicatively ; to these have been added in OE. a new 
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optative and an imperative (the latter occurring only 
as a negative). The preterit is of the weak conjugation. 
The inflection is as follows : 

Present. — Indicative. 



WS. Pb. Nonm. 

Sing. 1. wille, wile wlllo, -e 

2. wilt wilt 

3. wile, wille wile wll 



Plur. willaff willaff wallas, -aff 

Optative. 

Sing. 1. wille 

2. wile 

Plur. wlllen 

Preterit. — Indicative. 
Sing, wolde (walde) walde walde 

Optative. 

Sing, wolde, walde waldo walde 
Inflected like nerede, 40a 

Note 1. In North, the 1st sing, indicative is combined with the fol- 
lowing pronoun to form wUllc : R. 1 distinguishes 1st and 3d sing, as 
wille and wile; plur. willaff and optative wille, as in WS. The 
infinitive willan is rare ; Ps. has a present participle weUende, and 
R. 1 an imperative ne wellaff. 

Note 2. Fusion with the negative adverb is the rule, occasioning 
certain irregularities in the vowels of the various forms : WS. 1st and 
3d sing, indicative nel(l)e, nyl(l)e, 2d nelt, nylt, plur. nellaff, nyllaff, 
optative nelle, nyl(l)e, imperative nele (?), plur. nellaff, nyllaff, pret- 
erit nolde (R. 1 1st and 3d sing, nyle, plur. nyllaff, imperative nellaff, 
preterit nalde) ; Ps. sing, imperative nyl, plur. nyllaff, preterit nalde ; 
North. 1st sing, indicative nuillic, plur. nallas, sing, imperative nelle, 
plur. nallaff, ntellaff, nellaff (-eft", -as, -®s), preterit nalde. 



wa?lla, -e 

wellae, -e 
( wsellse, -e 
I wellce, -e 
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c) The Verb "do." 
429. The verb dtfn, do> is conjugated as follows: 



ws. 
Sg. 1. d6 

2. dest 

3. deff 
Plur. d6ff 



Indicative, 

Pb. North. 
d6m d6m, d6, d6a 
d«fes(t) doas 
ddefc ddaffjddaso", 
dotf doaff, -as, -eft, 



Infinitive. 

d6n d6n d6n, d6, d6a 
Ger. d6une 



Sg.2. d6 
PI. 1. d6a 
2. doff 



Imperative. 

d6, d6a d6, d6a, d6e 
d6n 

d6ff d6ad\ -as, -seff, -eff 



i 



WS. 

d6 

(d<<) 

d6n 



Optative. 

Pa. 
rd6 
I doe 
Idoa 
doen 



North. 



{ 



d6 
d6a 

doe 



Participles. 
d6nde doende 

Past Participles. 
ged6n | 

geden|s ed * n 



Preterit. 

WS. Ps. North. 

Sg. 1, 3. dyde dyde dyde 

2. dydes(t) dydes(t) dydes(t) 

I (d&don) ( dedou 



Optative. 
WS. Pb. 

J dyde dyde 

1 (dfiede) y 



NoHTH. 

dyde 



idAden dyde " dyde 



Note 1. It is doubtful whether the oe of Ps. and North, should be 
written 6e or ce, since the Mss. do not distinguish between them. The 
participles geden, forden, are found in WS. only in the poetical texts, 
to which they have probably been transferred directly from North, 
originals. The preterit plur. dsfedon, optative d&de, are probably not 
found in WS. prose. 

Note 2. R. 1 lias 1st sing, present indicative d6(m), 2d driest, 3d doeo", 
plur. d6d\ d6aff, doeo* ; sing, optative d6(a), plur. d6an ; sing, impera- 
tive d6, plur. d6d\ d6ao", doeff; infinitive d6an, gerund d6anne; 
present participle d6nde, doende ; preterit dyde, plur. dydon ; past 
participle ged6an, gedoen. 
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d) The Verb "go." 
430. The verb giin, go (beside gongan, 



. note 1) : 



Indicative. 
WS.-Ps. North. 



Sing. 1. ga gc-fe 

2. gffcs(t) g*s(t) 

3. gfeff 

Plur. gaff 



g£ff , gaff, -8 

gaff, gififf, -s 



Imperative. 
Sing. 2. ga ga, gffe, gaae 

Plur. 2. gaff gaff, g«ff,-s 

/n/wi<i'ye. 
gan gan, gee 



i 



W8. 
gaii 



Optative. 
Pa. 

g* 



Present Participle. 
gande gaude 

Past Participle. 
gegan geead 



Indicative. 
Sg. 1, 3. 6ode eade, feode 



6ode 



Optative. 
eode 



( eade 
Uode 



Inflected like nerede, etc., 400. 



Note 1. In place of our fib the Mss. often have ae, which may also 
be interpreted as ae ; flfe has only been admitted above, where the Mss. 
themselves contain the ligature ae in addition to ae. 

Note 2. The inflection in Tt. 1 is the same as in WS., with the excep- 
tion of the plur. optative gfifen, along with gan, and the plur. imperative 
gtfeff, along with gaff. In one instance the Ps. has gan as the 1st sing, 
present indicative. 
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a) The principal Northumbrian texts, besides a few 
Runic inscriptions (Stephens, The Old Northern Runic 
Monuments, I. 405 ff.), are an interlinear translation of 
the Gospels, the so-called Durham Book, or Lindis- 
farne Gospels (best edition by Kemble and Skeat: The 
Gospel according to Saint Matthew, etc., in Anglo-Saxon 
and Northumbrian versions, Cambridge, 1858-78) ; and 
a similar translation of the Durham Ritual, edited by 
Stevenson for the Surtees Society, under the title of 
Rituale Ecclesiae Dunelmensis, London, 1840. 

b) Mercian is supposed to be represented by the modi- 
fied transcript of the Northumbrian gloss on the whole 
of Matthew and Chap. I., II. 1-15 of Mark (R. 1 ), in the 
so-called Rushworth Ms. ; as respects the remainder of 
Mark and the other two Gospels, the gloss (R. 2 ) is but 
little more than a copy of the Northumbrian. The 
whole is printed in Kemble and Skeat's edition. 

c) The oldest relic of Kentish is the Epinal Glossary 
of the 7th or 8th century (recently edited by Sweet, 
with photo-lithographs of the original Ms., London, 
1883), together with a few similar fragments, and a 
series of charters (Kemble, Codex Diplomaticus Aevi 
Saxonici, London, 1839-48). Of more recent date are 
a translation of the 50th Psalm, a hymn, and certain 
glosses in Ms. Vesp. D. 6 of the British Museum 
(Kentish Glosses) ; the latter were edited by Zupitza in 
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Haupt's Zeitschrift, XXI. 1 ff., XXIII. 223 ff. Sweet 
regards the very important interlinear translation of the 
Psalter (edited by Stevenson, Anglo-Saxon and Early 
English Psalter, London, 1843-47, for the Surtees So- 
ciety) as Kentish, but it certainly is not written in this 
dialect, its affinities being rather with Northumbrian. 

d) Among the ancient specimens of West Saxon, 
certain works by Alfred the Great, preserved in contem- 
poraneous manuscripts, take precedence of all others ; 
these are the translation of Gregory the Great's Cura 
Pastoralis (edited by Sweet, King Alfred's West Saxon 
Version of Gregory's Pastoral Care, London, 1871), and 
of the Chronicle of Orosius (now editing by Sweet). 
Next in importance is the oldest text (Parker Ms.) of 
the Saxon Chronicle, last edited by Earle : Two of the 
Saxon Chronicles, Oxford, 1865. Among the LWS. 
documents may be mentioned the numerous and still 
partly unpublished works of jElfric (circa 1000), whose 
OE. Grammar of the Latin Language has been lately 
re-edited by Zupitza, Berlin, 1880. The manuscripts of 
the poetical texts belong, for the most part, to the 
10th and 11th centuries. Instead of representing with 
accuracy any one of the preceding dialects, they exhibit 
a medley of earlier and later forms, including even such 
as belong to other Germanic tongues. 

Sweet's Oldest English Texts, soon to appear, will 
be of great value to students of the earliest forms of 
English. 
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INDEX. 



[This index comprises the principal words cited under the head of 
Inflection. The numbers refer to sections. In the alphabetical arrange- 
ment, ff follows t. The numerals in 324-331, and the adverbs in 315 
and 321, are not included."] 



ac, 284. 
tfdl, 254. 
a5, 230. 1. a. 
se, 200 and n. & 
secyrf , 290 jl 4. 
sefen, 247. c. 
aefter, 314. 
£eg, 290. 
a&gen, 378. 
seghwa, -hwaefler, 

-hwilc, 347. 
aehher, see tfar. 
ceht, 269. 
sale, 347. 
ailed, 244. 
aene, 23IH.2; 331. 
a&nig, 348. L 
seniht, 348. L 
a&ninga, 318 jl 
aenlipig, 329. 
aeppel, 264. 
cer, 313; 323. 
a&rende, 248. 
«erest(a), 313. 
afcrist, 266 and il 2j 

267 ; 269 and il 4. 
s&rra, 313. 
aethrine, 263. 
aethwa, 347. 
aethwega, 344. 
aest, 323 il 2. 
a§w, see afc. 
dgan, 420. 2. 
agen, 378 ; 420. 2. 
agend, 287. 
£ht, see awiht. 
ihwa, 346. 



ahwaet, 346. 
alhwarSer, -hwilc, 346. 
alan, 392 jl L 
alo-5, 282. 
anet, 247. c. 
anunga, 318 il 
ar, 273; 276 ilL 
ar, 252 and il 4> 
ator, 244. 
auht, see awiht. 
awiht, awuht, 344. 
awSer, 346. 

b^C, see begen. 
bacan, 392 il L 
ba?r, 294. 
baernet, 247. c. 
-basre, 299. 
barS, 24(L 
ban, 239. L. L 
basu, 300. 
beadu, 269. 
bealu, 249. 
beam, 230. L b. 
bcaru, 249. 
bcatan, 396. 
beaw, 250. L 
bed, 247. 
gebed, 241. 
begen, 324 il 
belgan, 387 il L 
bcllan, 387 il L 
ben, 268. 
bene, 260. 
bend, 258. 
benn, 258. 
Wo, 278 m. 



bc'odan, 384. 
beon, 427. 
beorcan, 388 x. L 
beorgan, 388 n. L 2, 
beornan, 386 il 2* 
Beornice, 264. 
bcow, 250. L 
beran, 370; 390. 
bere, 203 ; 264 il 4j 

290 ilS, 
berstan, 380. 
b^t, 323. 

b^tera, be,tost, batata, 
312. 

be«ian, 40() >:. 2. 
bi'dan, 382 il 
biddan, 367; 372; 

301. & 
bielg, 266. 
bindan, 367 ; 380. 
bi(o)flan, 416 il 5. 
bitan, 382 il 
bite, 263. 
bitter, 296. 
blaec, 294 il L 
blawan, 396. 
bledsian, 411 il 
ble'o, 247 il& 
bh'can, 382 il 
bliccettan, 403 k. 3. 
blice, 263. 
bh'Se, 299 ; 302 il 
bh'Ss, bliss, 258. 
blissian, 411 il 
blondan, 395. 
blotan, 396. 
bldwan, 396. 
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boc, 283 ; 284 il 
bona, 277. 
bonnan, 396. 
brad, 307 K. 
bnedu, 279. 
bread, 200. 
gebrec, 24L 
brecan, 390 n. 
bregdan, 389 il 
breme, 299. 
brengean, 407. a. 
breost, 274 il 2. 
bre'otan, 884. 
brtfowan, 884 il 
brig, bn'w, 247 v. 2 ; 

250. L 
brim, 24L 
bringan, 407. a. 
broc, 284. 

brotfor, gebro'ttor, 286. 
brucan, 385. 
bryce, 263. 
bryce, 302. 
bryce, 302. il 
brycg, 268. 
brygd, 200. 
bryne, 263. 
mi, see begen. 
Man, 396 il 2. 
biigan, 385. 
bune, 278. 
burg, 284. 
bu(w)ian, 396 il L 
bycgean, 407. a. 
byrSen, 258. 
byre, 263. 
byre, gebyre, 263. 
byrian, 400 il L 
bysen, 269. 

calu, 800. 
casere, 248. 
cealf, 290. 

cearu, 252 il 4; 258. 
ceaster, 254. 
cene, 299. 
Cent, 284. 
ce'o, 278 il 
ceole, 278. 
ceorfan, 388 il L 
♦ceorran, 388 n. L 



ctfosan, 384. 
ce'owan, 384 il 
Cert, 284. 

ciegan, 403; 405. 6j 
406; 408; 410 y. 1, .3. 

ciele, 263. 

cierm, 206. 

cierr, 266. 

cild, 290 il 2. 

cfnan, 382 il L 

cinu, 279. 

cla§«, 290 h. 3. 

clawan, 396. 

cle'a, cle'o, 260 il 

cleofan, 384 il 

ciif,24L 

ch'fan, 382 il L 

clife, 278. 

climban, 386 n. L 

climman, 386 il L 

clingan, 886 il L 

clfSan, 382 ilL 

cliSe, 278. 

clomm, 264. 

clynnan, 400 n. L 

cnawan, 396. 

c no dan, 391 n. L 

cneo, 251. 2. 

cneoris, 268 il L 

cnfdan, 382 sl 

cnyccean, 407. c. 

cnyssan, 400 n. 1; 401. 
1 ; 402. 

coi, m L L 

condel, 258. 
crawan, 396. 
Crdce, 264. 
cre'da, 277. 
creopan, 384 il 
cribb, 258. 
cringan, 386 il L 
ctf, 284. 

cucu, see cwicu. 
cuman, 378; 390 
cunnan, 422. 6. 
cwalu, 253. 
cweccean, 407. L 
cwelan, 390 n. L 
cweHan, 407. a. 
cw<?n, 269. 
cwene, 278. 



cweom, 274 il L 
* cweorran, 388 n. L 
cwic, cwicu, 303. 
cwice, 278. 
cwide, 263. 
cwinan, 382 n. 
cwincan, 386 il L 
cwudu, 249. 
gecynd, 267; 269 and 

n. 4, 
cyil, 258. 
cyiu, 300. 
cyme, s.m., 263. 
cyme, adj., 302. 
cynn, 246. 
eyre, 263. 
cyssan, 405. I, 2, 
cy'San, 403 n. 1 ; 405.3: 

406. 
cy'SSu, 255. & 

da, 278 n. 
d»d, 269. 
daeg, 240, 
da>ges, 320. 
dael, 

dsel, 266. 
daelan, 403 il L 
darotf, 245. 
deall, 295 il 2. 
dearnunga, 318. 
deaff, 273. 
deaw, 250. L 
pedes. w, 301. 
deccean, 407. b. 
gedef e, 302 il 
delf an, 387 il L 
de'man, 403 il 1 ; 404 ; 

406 ; 408 ; 410. & 
de'mcnd, 287. 
gede'n, 378. 
dene, 263. 
Dene, 263 and il 2, 
dejiu, 253. 
dcor, L 6. 
deorfan, 388 n. L 
De're, 264. 
derian, 400 il L 
dieglan, 405. L 
dierne, 299. 
dUe, 263. 
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dinim, 296 jl % 
dag, 290 n. £L 
dogor, 289. 
dohtor, 285. 
dol, 294. 
dom, m 
don, 429. 
dor, 23k L L 
ondrcfedan, 394 ; 395. 
dragan, 392 n. L 
dream, 239. L a. 
dreccean, 407. b. 
dre'ogan, 384 n. 
dre'opan, 384 n. 
dre'ogan, 384 n. 
drepan, 391 il L 
drepe, 203. 
dn'fan, 382 
gedrihtu, 267 n. 
drinc, 266. 
drincan, 386 n. L 
dntan, 382 il L 
dropmaMum, 320. 
driigian, 416 n. 5. 
dryge, 299. 
dryht, 209. 
drync, 266. 
drype, 263. 
dryre, 263. 
diifan, 385. 
dugan, 421. 
duguS, 269 sl 3. 
durran, 422. L 
duru, 274 and il 2* 
tfdwaescan, 405. 2. 
dwinan, 382 n. 
gedwolen, 390 il L 
dyne, 263 and n. L 
dynn, 247 ; 263 n. £ 
dynnan, 400 n. L 
dynt, 266. 
gedyne, 263. 
gedyre, 263. 

e*a, 260 jl 

e'acen, 390 il L 

e'aden, 390 il L 

eadig, 29JL 

e'age, 276 and n. L 

eald, 295; 307; 310 ft . 

ealh, 242. 



eall, 291 il ; 293 il 1 ; 

296 n.2. 
ealles, 319. 
eallunga, 318. 
ealu, 249; 276. 
ear, 289. 
eard, 273. 

eare, 270 il 1 ; 280. 
earm, a.m., 23SL L a. 
earm, adj., 307. 
earu, 300. 
castmest, 314. 
e'awan, 403 n. 2* 
lawunga, 318. 
eax, 258. 
ece, 263. 
ecg, 258. 
e,fnan, 406. L 
e,ge, 263 and n. 4j 290 
il& 

e'ghwa,-liwae"Ser,-hwilc, 

Egipte, 265. [347. 

e,gle, 303 il 

ehher, see e'ar. 

ehtan, 405.4; 406. 

eje, 263. 

eHes, 319. 

emnet, 247. c. 

end, 323. 

endemes(t), 319. 

^nde, 246. 

Qnge, 316 il 

engel, 244. 

Engle, 264. 

code, 395 il 2; 430. 

eoh, 242. 

cored, 273. 

eorl, m L a. 

eorringa, 318. 

eorsian, 411 il 

eorSe, 278. 

cower, 335; 336 n. 

e'owu, 258 N. 

e/ian, 400 n. L 

esne, 248. 

e'st, 269. 

etan, 391 el & 

-ettan, 403 n. & 

gefa, 277 v. 2, 
f acne, 320. 



fa>cne, 298 il; 299. 

feeder, 285. 

facgcn, gefaegen, 391 

n. 5* 
faeger, 296; 307. 
fsereld, 244. 
fsestan, 405. 4* 
faesten, 247. c. 
faeatnian, 411 il 
fsctels, 244. 

fag, 295. 

fah, 295. 
famig, 296. 
faran, 392. L 
faSu, 279. 
gefea, 277 n. 2. 
-feald, 330. 
fealdan, 390. 
feallan, 396. 
fealu, 300. 
fearh, 2A± 
fea(we), 301. 
gefeg, 290 n. 4. 
feld, 272. 

felt, 290 n. 3, 
feng, 266. 
feoh, 242 ; 275. 
feoht, 254. 
feohtan, 388. 
feola, fela, a.m., 276; 

adv., 317. 
feolan, 387 n. 2* 
gefe'on, 373 ; 391. 2. 
fe'ond, 287 and n. 2. 
feor, 313. 
feorh, 241 ; 273. 
ferian, 400 il L 
fetan, 391 n. L 
f efferfot, 304 il L 
geffend, 287. 
fierd, 269. 
fierr, 323. 
afierran, 405. L 
fierresta, 313. 
fierst, 266. 
figan, 382 n. L 
findan, 386 il L 2- 
firen, 255. 2. and N. 3. 
fiscere, 248. 
fit, 258. 
fla, 278 
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flaesc, 290 n. 3, 
flah, 295. 
flea, 277 N. 2. 
fleah, 290 k. 3, 
fleogan, 384 n. 
fleohtan, 388 x.l. 
fle'on, 373 ; 384 il 
fleo8, see flys. 
fle'otan, 384 n. 
flet, 247. 
geflit, 241, 
fh'tan, 382 n, 
fldcan, 396. 
Add, 273. 
fldr, 274 k. L 
fldwan, I51X). 
flyge, 263. 
flyht, 266. 
flys, 290 n. iL 
folde, 278. 
folgian, 416 ilS. 
fdn,367; 373; 395; 397. 
fonu, 279. 
fdr, 254. 
ford, 273. 
fore, 313 ff. 
forhwega, 344. 
forl^gis, 258. 
forma, 314. 
forwyrd, 267. 
fdt, 281. 

f raetwan, 405 il 3, 
f raetwe, 259. 
frtfa, 277 k, 2. 
freme, 302. 
fremian, 400 a. 2. 
fremman, 400 ; 401. Li 

402; 408; 410. 1,3. 
f remu, 252 x, 4- 
f rco, 297 n. 2. 
f reogcan, 415; 416 y.4. 
f rcond, 286. 
freosan, 384 n, 
fretan, 391 n. 3. 
fricgean, 372; 391. £ 
gefriend, 287. 
frignan, 389. 
frioflu, 271. 
frdfor, 254 ; 255.2, 
frumsccaft, 273. 
fugol, 245. 



full, s.m., 239, 2, 
full, adv., 319. 
fulluht, 267 ; 269 and 

n. 4* 
furh, 284. 
fylgean, 416 k, IL 
fyllan t 403 n.1; 405.1; 

406. 
: fyr, 2J11L L. b. 
fyrmest, 314. 
fyrn, 295 ; 302 n. ; 319. 
fyrs, 266. 
fyrst(a), 313. 

galan, 392 N. L 
gun, 430. 
gar, 273. 
gdt, 284. 
grapes, 319. 
gdara, 317. 
gearu, 300 ; 307. 
gearwian, 405 x, L 
gcatwe, 259. 
Gend, 284 k,4, 
tdgegnes, 319. 
gengde, 396 h, L 
genge, 299. 
geoc, 23& 
geoguS, 269 il 3, 
geolu, 300. ■ 
geon, 338 jl 4» 
geond, 338 il 4. 
begeondan, 338 x, 4. 
geong, 307; 310; 311. 
gdopan, 384 il 
georran, 388 n. L 
geostra, 317. 
geotan, 384 il 
getwynne, 329. 
gied, 247. 
pi o fan, 391 s. 2* 
giefende, 305. 
gief u, 252 and il 4. 
gicldan, 387 k. L 
giellan, 387 n. L 
gielpen, 296. 
giena, 317. 
giend, see geond. 
gierd, 258. 
gicrran, 388 il L 
gicrwan, 405. 5 ; 406. 



giest, 266. 
giet, gieta, 317. 
gietan, 391 il 2, 
gifre, 298 n. 
giftu, 267 il 
gimm, 264. 
ginan, 382 n. 
gind, see geond. 
onginnan, 386 il L 
ghed, 294; 307. 
gleaw, 301 ; 303 n. 
gldd, 269. 
gl^ng, 264. 
gldo, 250 k, 2, 
gh'dan, 382 h. 
gldf, 264. 
gldwan, 396. 
gnidan, 382 n. 
god, 239. L L 
god, 293; 304 ; 312. 
gddddnd, 286. 
gdma, 277. 

gongan, 396 and k, L 
gds, 284. 

grafan, 392 n. 1, 2, 
grafet, 247. c. 
£rJat, 307. 
gremman, 400 n. L 
grene, 298. 
grdotan, 384 il 
gre'tan, 405. 2 ; 400. 
grimm, 296 il 2* 
grimman, 386 k, L 
grindan, 386 k, L 
gripan, 382. 
gripe, 263. 
begroren, 384 il 2. 
grdwan, 396. 
griit, 284. 
gegrynd, 290 n. 4, 
gryre, 263. 
guma, 276. 
gyden, 258. 
gylden, 296. 
gyrdan, 403 n. 1; 405. 4. 
gyte, 263. 

habban, 415; 416 n. L 
had, 273. 
* haeccean, 407. b. 
hifcdre, 315. 
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href, 240. 
harft, 230. L a. 
haegtes, 258. 
haH, 290 il 3. 
hsele, 203. 
haeleS, 282. 
hselend, 287. 
h«lu, 279. 
hasrfest, 273. 
haeteru, 290. 
h®«, 268. 
hseSen, 296. 
hal, 295. 
halig, 293 ; 296. 
halsian, 411 a. 
ham, 232 n. 2. 
hasu, 300. 
haten, 394 ; 395. 
hatte, 367. 2. 
he, 334. 

heaf od, 243. 1 ; 244. 
Mah, 295 and il 1 ; 304 

y.3; 308; 310; 311; 

319. 
healdan, 396. 
Healfdene, 263. 
heall, 403 n. 2. 
heard, 303 k,; 306; 309; 

311. 

hearg, 264 ; 273. 
gehe'aw, 250. L 
htfawan, 396. 
hebban, 372 ; 392. 4. 
he,fe, 263. 
he'g, 247 il 3. 
h^ge, 263. 
h^gian, 400 x. 2. 
helan, 390 il 2. 
behe,lian, 400 il 2. 
h^ll, 268. 
helm, 232. L a. 
helpan, 367 ; 387. 
hen, 268. 
longest, 244. 
heo, see hiew. 
he'ofan, 384 fi. 
heofon, 245. 
hcorot, 246. 
heorte, 278. 
heoru, 249 ; 271. 
he,re, 246 ; 247 k. 2. 



hejrian, 400 il L 
hete, 263 and il 4; 290 

il3. 
hqttend, 286. 
hider, 322. 
gehield, 290 il 4. 
hieran, 404 ; 410. 3. 
hierde, 248. 
hierwan, 406. 5. 
hi'ew, 250 il 3. 
hi'ewet, 247. c. 
higan, see hi wan. 
hild, 258. 
hilt, 290 il 3. 
hind, 258. 
hindema, 314. 
hi wan, 277 il L 
hladan, 392 il L 2. 
hlaw, hl»w, 260.1; 290 

il 3. 

hle'apan, 395; 396. 
hteo, 250 il L 
hle'otan, 384 il 
gehlc'ow, 301 ; 307 n. 
hliehhan, 372 ; 392. 4. 
h lie wan, 406 il 4. 
hh'fan, 382 il L 
hlimman, 386 il L 
hli(o)nian, 416 m. 5, 
hli$, 24L 
gehldw, 250. L 
hldwan, 396. 
gehlyd, 290 il 4, 
hlynnan, 400 il L 
gehnaest, 290 il 4, 
hne'apan, 396. 
hncaw, 301. 
hnesce, 303 il 
hnigan, 382 n. 
hm'tan, 382 il 
hnitol, 296. 
hnitu, 284 il 3. 
hnutu, 284 il 3. 
hdcede, 299. 
hof, 239. L b. 
hdh, 242. 

holh, hoi, 242 n. L 
hoi, 294. 
hdlinga, 318. 
homor, 245. 
ho'n,373ff.; 395. a.; 397. 



hona, 277. 
bond, 274. 
hop, 239. L b. 
horh, 242 il 2. 
ho8U, 279. 
hracu, 279. 

hra(w), hrt6(w), 250 n. 

2; 290 il 3. 
hraed, 294 and il L 
hreddan, 400 il L 
Jireaw, 301. 
hremig, 296. 
hre'odan, 384 il 
hreoh,295x.l; 304 y.3. 
hreohtan, 388 il2. 
hrc'osan, 384 n. 
hrdow, 260. 
gehre'ow, 260. L 
hrtfowan, 384 n. 
hrc'owsian, 411 n. 
hre,pian, 400 il 2. 
lire's, 290 n. 3. 
hn'nan, 383 il 
hrindan, 386 n. L 
hring, 232. L a. 
hrisian, 400 il2. 
hri88an, 400 n. L 
hroden, 384 n. 
hrdpan, 396. 
hruse, 278. 
hrutan, 386. 
hrycg, 247. 
hry'Ser, 289. 
hryre, 263. 
huhwega, 344. 
hungor, 273. 
hunta, 277. 
hwa, 341 ; 343 ; 345. 
gehwa, 347. 
hwaaSer, 342 ; 343; 345. 
gehwaeSer, 347. 
hwael, 240. 
hwaesan, see hwesan. 
hwaet, 293; 309. 
tfhwajt, 346. 
hwaethuguningas, 319. 
hwaethwega, 344. 
♦hwelan, 389 ilL 
hwelc, 342 ; 343; 345. 
hwelehwega, 344. 
gehwelc, 347. 
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hweorfan, 388 il L 2. 
hwcsan, 396. 
hwinan, 382 il L 
hw^ttan, 400 il L 
iiwQmm, 239_ n. 2. 
hwon, 231 IL 2. 
hwopan, 396. 
hwyrft, 266. 
hyegean, 415 ; 416 il 3. 
hy'd, 269. 

gehygd, 267 ; 269 and 

il 3. 
oferhygd, 267. 
hyge, 263. 
hyht, 266. 
hyhtan, 405. 4. 
hyll, 247 ; 266. 
♦hylu, 253 il L 
hyngran, 405. L 
hype, 263. 
onhyrian, 400 il L 
hyrnit(t)u, 258 n. 
gehyrsto, 267 il 
hyse, 263 and il £ 
hyspan, 405. 2. 
hy 5, 258. 

i, 284. 
ic, 332. 

ides, 265.2; 269 il & 
lecan, 405. 2; 407. c. 
leg, 258. 
ielde, 265. 
ieldu, 279. 
ielfe, 264. 
ielfet(t)u, 258 il 
iernan, 386 n. 2* 
ierre, 299. 
ierringa, 318. 
ie«, 323. 
l'ewan, 403 n. 2* 
ilea, 291 il 1 ; 339. 
ineer, 335. 
innc, 314. 

inner(r)a, innemest, 

314. 
iren, 296. 

lacan, 394 ; 396. 
laSu, 253. 
lakeean, 407. b. 



lake, 248. 

la?8(8a), la?s(eg)t, 312; 

323. 
lat-8, 259. 
la?t, 294 ; 314. 
laStan, 394 ; 395. 
laetemest, 314. 
laew, 290. 
lagu, 271. 

lar, 252il4_; 264; 276 
n. L 

larc'ow(a), 250 il L 
lattc'ow(a), 250 n. L 
le'ah, 254 n. 2. 
Man, 373 ff . ; 892. 2. 
l^ccean, 407. L 
leegean, 401. 1 ; 402 ; 

410 il 2, 
leger, 245. 
*lejpi, 243ilJL 
Ionian, 400 2. 
leng, 323. 
lengh'fra, 323 n. 2. 
le'o, 277 n. 2, 
lcode, 265. 
leodan, 384 il 
le'of, 309; 311. 
leogan, 384 il 
Icon, 373 ff. ; 383 il L 
le'oran, 403 il L 
-leosan, 384 N. 
lesan, 391 il L 
ltftan, 400 n. L 
libban, 415. 
lie, 239. L 6. 
-lie, 294. 

licgean, 372 ; 391. & 
li«, 211 ; 271. 
h'«, 273. 
h'San, 382 il 
h'*8, liss, 258. 
Keg, 266. 

li(e)get, 247. c; 264. 
beh'fan, 382 jl 
-limpan, 886 il L 
linnan, 386 il L 
lioSu-, 271. 
lixan, 405. 2. 
loe, 239_ L L 
locian, 411. 
lonib(or), 290. 



long, 310 ff. 
lonu, 279. 
lot, L 6. 
liican, 385. 
lufu, 253. 
lus, 284. 
ltf tan, 385. 

lyft, 266 and n.2; 267; 

269 and x. 4. 
lyge, 263. 
lyre, 263. 
ly'san, 405. 2. 
lytel,296andK.li312; 

319. 
lytea, 319. 
lytlum, 319. 

ma, ma§, 312 323. 
ma Sum, 244. 
maed, 259. 
ma3g, 424. 10. 
ma*g, 240. 
gema6ne, 302 il 
-maMum, 320. 
ma)8t(a), 312. 
mrew, 266. 
mafealdre, 323 il 2. 
magan (?), see maeg. 
magu, 271. 
gemah, 295. 
Mailros, 284. 4, 
mara, 312. 
mawan, 396. 
mearc, 254. 
mearh, 241. 
mearu, 300. 
mece, 248. 
meltan, 387 il L 
m^ne, 263. 

menigo, 279 and n. 3. 
meodu, 271. 
meolcan, 387 n. L 
meolu, 249. 
meotod, 245. 
meowle, 278. 
amerian, 400 N. L 
metan, 391. 
me,te, 263 and x. 3, IL 
miccl,296andN.l; 312. 
mieles, miclum, 319. 
mid, 297 ; 314. 
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tdmiddes, 319. 
mieht, 2tiiL 
Mieree, 
gemierce, 248. 
migan, 382 il 
milts, 258. 
nun, 335. 
mfSan, 382 il 
mddor, 285. 
mQn, 282. 
mdna, 277. 
monaS, 282. 
monig, 291 il; 296. 
raorgen, 244 il 
raoru, 279. 
mdtan, 425. 
mu5, 23iL L a. 
mugan (?), see mxg. 
munan, 423. 9^ 
murnan, 389. 
mils, 284. 

gemynd, 267; 269 and 

IL 3, 
myne, 263. 
gemyne, s.n., 203. 
gemyne, adj., 302. 
myre, 278. 

m&dl, 254. 
nsedre, 278. 
naeht, see ni(e)ht. 
gena?me, 299. 
naSnig, 348. 2, 
nahwatfSer, naVSer, 

348. 2. 
nala*s, nal(a)s, nalles, 

319. 
nan, 348. 2. 
nathwa, -hwelc, 344. 
nawiht, nawuht, nauht, 

naht, 348 v 2. 
ne*ades, see m'edes. 
-neah, 424. L 
neah, 313. 
neaht, see ni(e)ht. 
nealaecean, 407. c. 
nealles, 319. 
* geneapan, 396 jl 2. 
near, 323. 
ncaru, 259. 
nearu, 300, 



neb, 247. 
nefa, 277. 

nejnnan, 405. I ; 406. 
neoSemest, 314. 
ntfotan, 384 jl 
*neru, 243 jlL 
nergend, 287. 
nerian, 400 ; 401 ; 402 ; 

408; 410. 
genesan, 381 jl L 
n^t, 247. 
nuNan, 314. 

niSera, niSemest, 315. 

m'ed, 269. 

m'edes, 320. 

mehsta, 313. 

ni(e)ht, 284. 

ni(e)htes, 320. 

ni(e)htlonge8, 319. 

nierwan, 406. 5. 

nicrwet, 247. c. 

meten, 243. L 

niman, 390 2, 

genip, 24L 

nfpan, 382 n. 

m'we, 297 il L 

gendg, 291 il ; 319. 

ndht, see ndwiht. 

ndhwarSer, ndwSer, 
348.2. 

♦gendpan, see ♦genea- 
pan. 

Norttanhymbre, 266. 
norSmest, 314. 
nosu, 274 n. 1, 2. 
ndwiht, ndwuht, ndht, 

348.2. 
genyht, 269 and n. & 
nyt, 268. 
nyt, 297. 

of dele, 263. 
oferme'tto, 265. &L 
oftige, 203. 
dht, see dwiht. 
dhwaefter, dw&'er, 346. 
dleccean, 407. c. 
oncleow, 250. L 
ondettan, 403 il 3. 
ondswaru, 253. 
onettan, 403 k. 3. 



Qnge, 315 il 

onsien, -stfon, 269 il 3. 

orccapes, 319. 

orettan, 403 il 3. 

da, 282. 

dSer, 291 2L 

dwiht, dwuht, dht, 344. 

oxa, 277 il L 

pa*, m 
Paris, 284 il 4. 
Perse, 264. 
peru, 279. 
piose, 278. 
plagian, 410 n. 5» 
plegan, 389 il L 
pleoh, 242, 

plc'on, 373 ff. ; 391. 2, 
pyle, 263. 

ra", 277 il 2. 
raecean, 407. b. 
randan, 394 ; 305. 
rajden, 268. 
nefnan, 406. L 
rsesan, 405. 2. 
r 838 wan, 406. 
♦onreadan, 396 k. 2, 
re'c, 266. 
reccean, 407. b. 
rccean, 407. «. 
re'ocan, 384 
reodan, 384 il 
reofan, 384 il 
reotan, 384 n. 
reow, 301. 
goresp, 290 4_. 
re'wet, 247. c. 
rice, s.n.. 246. 
n'ce, adj., 309. 
n'dan, 382 il 
rimpan, 386 il L 
Km, 284 jl 4. 
rinan, 382 il L 
npan, 382 il L 
n'san, 382 il L 
rixian, 411 n. 
roecettan, 403 il &L 
*onrddan, see *onrea- 

dan. 
rdf, 295. 
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rofen, 384 il 
row, 301. 

rowan, 300 and il & 
ruh, 295 il L 
ryge, 263. 
ryne, 263. 

sacan, 392 il L 
sacu, 253. 
S8B, 2M il 2. 
saecc, 258. 
sael, 240. 
salor, 289. 
salu, 300. 
sire, 320. 
sawan, 396.- 
sawol, 255. 2. and il 3. 
scaed, 271. 
sceacan, 392 il L 3* 
sccadan, 395. 
sceadu, 259; 271. 
sceafan, 392 il L 3, 
gesceaf t, 209 and il 4, 
scear, 290. 
sceawian, 411. 
sce/Sftan, 392. 4. and il 
4j 400 n.1; 401; 402. 
scencean, 405. 2j 406. 
♦sce'o, 277 il£ 
6ceomu, 253. 
sceorfan, 388 n. L 
seeort, 307; 310. 
sce*otan, 384. il 
sceran, 390 n. L 
sce/ian, 400 n. L 
gescie, 248. 
scield, 273. 
scielf an, 387 il L 
sciellan, 387 il L 
scieppan, 372 ; 392. L 
scieran, see sceran. 
bescierian, 400 il L 
scman, 382 il 
scip, 241. 
-scipe, 203. 
scoh, 212. 
scolu, 253. 
scraef, 24flL 
screpan, 391 n. L 
scride, 263. 
sen fan, 382 il 



scrimman, 386 n. L 
ecrincan, 386 il L sL 
scn'oan, 382 il 
scufan, 378 ; 385. 
seulan, 423. 8. 
sculdru, 274 il 2, 
gescy, see gesci'e. 
scyan, 405 il 4, 
scyfe, 263. 
scyte, 263. 
sc, 337. 

sealfian, 411 ; 414. 
sealh, 242, 
sealtan, 396. 
searu, 249. 
se'aw, 250. L 
geseaw, 301. 
Seaxe, 265. 
se'eean, 407. a. 
secg, s.m. t 246. 

secgean, 415 ; 416 il 3, 
sefa, 277. 
seft, 323. 
se'fte, 299. 

sel, sella, se*lra, selost, 
-esta, 311; 312 and 
ilj 323. 

scldan, 322. 

seje, 263. 

self (a), 291 839. 
seUan, 407. a ; 410 n. 2* 
semninga, 318 n. 
sendan, 405. 4; 406. 
stfo, 278 n. 
stfotfan, 384. 
seolcan, 387 il 1. 
seolf(a), see self (a), 
seolh, 24L 
seon, s.f., 269 il 3. 
s<?on (see), 367; 373 ff.; 

391.2. 
seon ( Jitter), 373 ff. ; 

383 il 4. 
seonu, 259. 
seorSan, 388 il L 
geset, 24L 

seUan, 400 il lj 401. 1 ; 

402. 
sib, 257. 
gesib, 297. 



sige, 263. 

sielf(a), see self(a). 

si en, see seon. 

sierwan, 406. 6. 

sife, 262, 

sigan, 382 il 

sige, 263 and il4; 290 

sigor, 289. 
simbles, 319. 
sin, 335. 
sincan, 386 n. L 
singala, -e, -es, 317; 819. 
singan, 386 il 1. 
sinnan, 386 il L 
siodu, 271. 
sittan, 372 ; 391. 3. 
si'S,314; 323. 
si'Sra, sf5(em)est, 314. 
slaege, see sle,ge. 
slaeget, 247. c. 
slsepan, 395 and il2j 

405.2. 
slaw, 301. 

slean,367; 373 ff.; 378; 

392.2. 
sl^ge, 203. 
slidan, 382 n. 
slide, 263. 
slieht, 200. 
sh'tan, 382 n. 
sloh, 242, 
sliipan, 385. 
smael, 309. 

smeagean, 416; 410 

N.4. 

smfec, 266. 
sme'ocan, 384 s± 
smeortan, 388 n. L 
sraeoru, 249. 
smierwan»405. £L 
smitan, 382 il 
sraolt, smylte, 299 il 1. 
smugan, 385. 
snaw, 250. L 
♦snearh, 254 il 2_. 
sneorcan, 388 il L 
sniean, 382 il 
snide, 263. 
smftan, 382. 
snot(t)or, 296. 
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snyrian, 400 il L 
softe, 315. 
sol, m L L 
somnunga, 318 il 
somt^nges, 310. 
somwistu, see wistu. 
sona, 317. 

sorg, 252 il 4_i 264 ; 

276 il L 
spadu, 279. 
speM, 269. 

spcoftan, splaftan (?) 

384 il ; 390 v. L 
spere, 263. 
spitu, 271. 
spiwan, 382 il 
sponan, 392 il 2. 
sponnan, 396. 
spor, 232 L L 
sporettan, 403 il 3, 
spornan, 389. 
sporu, 279. 
spowan, 396. 
gesprec, 241. 
sprecan, 391 il L 
spreotan, 386 il L 
springan, 386 il L 
spurnan, 389. 
spyrian, 400 jl L 
staef, 240. 
stjenen, 296. 
st^nihte, 299. 
> staepe, 263. 
staeppan, 372 ; 392. 4. 
stae'S, 24a 
stapol, 245. 
stealdan, 396. 
steapes, 319. 
stede, 263. 
stelan, 390 il L. 
steHan, 407. a. 
stenc, 266. 
steng, 266. 
ste'oran, see stieran. 
steorfan, 388 il L 
st^ppan, see staeppan. 
stice, 263. 
sticol, 296. 
stiell, 266. 
sti'eran, 403 il L 
stigan, 382 il 



still, 295 il 2. 
stincan, 380 il L 
stingan, 386 el L 
stondan, 392. 3, 
storfen, 388 il L 
stoS, 284 il a, 
stow, 260. 
strrec, 294 il L 
stre'a, 250 il 2. 
stre,ecean, 407. 6, 
stregan, 403 ; 405. 6j 

410 il L 
stregdan, 389. 
streng, 266. 
stre,ngi>u, 256. 3, 
strange, see string, 
strejigu, 297 and il 3. 
streonan, strienan, 403 

n. L 
stride, 263. 
* striman, 389 il L 
strong, 299 il 1;303x.; 

309 ff. 
strudan, 385. 
studu, 284 il 3.. 
stund, 254. 
stundmsfelum, 320. 
styece, 248. 
styrian, 400 2L L 
sucan, 385. 
sugan, see sucan. 
sulh, 284. 
sum, 294; 343. 
-sum, 294 and il 2, 
sumor, 373. 
sunne, 278. 
sunu, 270. 
supan, 385. 
SiiShymbre, 265. 
stfffmest, 314. 
siTSweardfes), 319. 
swaftu, 263. 
swaeS, 240. 
swapan, 396 ; 397. 
swealewe, 278. 
swebban, 400 il lj 401. 

lj 410 n. 2. 
swefan, 391 il L 
geswefian, 400 2L 2. 
sweg, 266. 

swc1c,293n.1;342;349. 



ewclgan, 387 n. L 
swelgend, 287 n. 2. 
swcllan, 387 il L 
sweltan, 387 n. L 
sweng, 266. 
Sweon, 277 il 2, 
sweorcan, 388 il L 
sweorfan, 388 il L 
sweostor, gesweostor, 
286. 

swerian, 372 ; 392. 4. 
swetc, 299; 302 N. 
swj'can, 382 il 
swice, 302. 
swifan, 382 il 
swigian, 416 il 6. 
swile, see swelc. 
swile, 263. 
swimman, 386 il L 
geswinc, 290 il 4. 
swincan, 386 il L 
swindan, 386 il L 
swingan, 386 il L 
swiopu, 279. 
swiotol, awutol, 296 

and il L 
oferswioan, 382 n. L 
swogan, 396. 
swugian, see swigian. 
swyle, see swelc. 
swyle, see swile. 
swylt, 266. 
geswyrf, 290 n. 4. 
syfre, 298 il; 299. 
sylian, 400 il 2* 
syil, 258. 
gesyntu, 255. 3, 

ta\ 278 il 

tacen, 243. 1 ; 244. 
tacnian, 411. 
t8&cean, 407. L 
talian, 416 il IL 
te(a)la, 317. 
teldan, 387 n. L 
teUan, 407. a; 416 
il 

temian, 400 n. 2. 
Tenet, 284. 

teon (draw), 367; 373 
ff.; 384. 
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teon (censure), 307; 373 

ft.; 378; 383. 
teon (make), 403 n.2. 
tc'ona, 277. 
tcoru, 249 ; 275. 
tcran, 390 n. L 
tican, 382 il L 
tid, 269. 
til, 294. 

timbran, 405. 1 ; 406. 
getimbre, 248. 
ton, 295. 
td5, 282. 
torn, 294. 
toweardes, 319. 
traef, 240. 
trcdan, 391 il L 
treddan,400N.l; 401.2; 

402. 
tre'o, 250. 2. 
treow, 200. 

trcowan, triewan, 403 

N. L 

tniwian, 412 y. 2, 
tryraman, 400 il L 2. 
tunge, 270. 
tungol, 243. 1 ; 244. 
turf, 284. 

tuwa, twiwa, 317; 331. 
twelfwintre, 303 n. 
tweo, 277 il 2. 
tweonum, 

betweon(um), 329. 
twin, betwfh, -tweoh, 

etc., 329. 
betwix, -tweox, etc., 

329 

*ty(a)n, 405 N.4. 
tyht, 266. 
tylg, 323. 

*5e, 340. 

geSeaht, 267 ; 269 and 

Sdaw, 250. L 
fleccean, 407. L 
"5egu, 253. 
'Sencean, 407. a. 
"Senian, 400 y.2. 
Sennan, 400 n. 1; 401. 
1; 402. 



$eo, 250. 2. 
Seoh, 242. 

«c'on (thrive), 373 ff.; 
383. 

"Seon ( press), 405 N. 4. 
•Sc'otan, 383 il 
■Se'ow(a), 301. 
Seowian, 412 h. 2. 
•oc'owu, 258 n. 
■gergcan, 389. 
•Ses, 338. 

•Sicgean, 391. 3j 400 

IL L 
«i'n, 335. 
Sindan, 386 n. L 
Nonces, 820. / 
tforn, 273. 
Sracu, 253. 
$rag, 254. 
"Bra wan, 378; 396. 
•Src'a, 260 jlj 277 il 2. 
'Sre'agean, 415 ; 416 

2l4* 
oreotan, 384 n. 
"Sringan, 386 il L 
"Srintan, 386 x* L 
•Sriwa, 317; 331. 
«roh, 242. 
Srotu, 279. 
"Srdwere, 248. 
•5rUh, 284. 
dSruten, 384 jl 2. 
Aryan, 405 il 4, 
iSryccean, 407. c. 
tfry'S, 269. 
«u, 332. 

Sullic, Suslic, 349. 
"Sun gen, "Sungon, 383 

n. 3 ; 386 il 2, 
Sunor, 245. 
gefturen, 390 il L 
«urfan, 422. & 
tfwean, 373 ff.; 378; 

392.2. 
•Sweores, 319. 
Sweorh, 295 n. L 
tfweran, 389 il L 
ftwierian, 400 n. L 
ftwi'tan, 382 il 
geSworen, 390 n. L 
Sy'fajn, 406 



geSyld, 267 ; 269 and 

n. 4. 
Syle, 263. 
Syllic, "Syslic, 349. 
"Syncean, 407. a. 
Syrs, 266. 
Syrst, 266. 
•Syrstan, 406. 4. 

ufan, 314. 
ufera, 314. 
uhte, 280. 
uncer, 336. 
ungemet, 319. 
ungemetes, 319. 
ungewisses, 319. 
unhleow, 301. 
unl8ed(c), 299 n. L 
unnan, 422. 4. 
unriht, 293 il L 
unflonces, 320. 
unwares, 319. 
uplic, 804 il L 
upweard, 319. 
lire, 335 ; &36. 
user, 335 ; 336 jl 
lite, 314. 

ut(er)ra, xitemest, 314. 

wacian, 416 il 5, 

wadan, 392 il L 

waecnan, 392 k. L 

waed, 240. ' 

gewjede, 248. 

wseg, 266. 

wa^ge, 248. 

wael, 240. 

wsepen, 243. L 

waer, 294. 

waestm, 265. 

waestmba^re, 299. 

wag, 273. 

-ware, 263 ilL 

wascan, wax an, 392 

il L 
wawan, 396. 
weald, 273. 
wealcan, 396. 
wealdan, 396. 
wealdend, 287 n. SL 
Wealh, 242* 
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weall, m 2. 
weallan, 390. 
wcaltan, 390. 
-wcard, -wcardes, 319. 
weaxan, 372 ; 392 il 3. 
weccean, 407. b. 
wecg, 247. 

wecgean, 400 H. 1] 401. 

Li 402. 
wed, 247. 
wefan, 391 il L 
wcgan, 391 il L 
wel, 316. 
weler, 264. 
awqlian, 400 il 2* 
wqmman, 405. L 
wen, 269. 
wtfnic, 366 il 2. 
wtfninga, 318. 
wqnnan, 400 n. L 
weorflan, 388 and il 2. 
weorSmynt, 265. 3. 
weorpan, 388 and il 2. 
wepan, 372 ; 896. 
wer, 241 n. 
werian, 400 n. L 
ge werian, 400 il L 
wesan, 301 n. 1; 427. 
wtfsten, 246. 
we8tme8t, 314. 
wexan, see weaxan. 
wican, 382 >L 
wicg, 247. 
wiell, 266. 
♦wielwan, 406. 5. 
wiercan, see wyrcean. 



wiergen, 268. 
wiers, 323. 

wicrsa, wierresta, 312. 
wif, L L 
wiga, 277. 
wigend, 287. 
wiht, 207; 269 and jl, JL 
Wiht, 284. 
wilder, 289. 
gewile, 263. 
willan, 428. 
windan, 386 jl L 
wine, 262 ; 263 il 2, 
winnan, 386 n. L 
winter, 273 and il 3. 
wist, 209. 
wistu, 267 il 
witan, 420. L 
aetwftan, 382 il 
gcwitan, 378 il ; 382 il 
wite, 248. 
wlacu, wlaec, 303. 
wlaece, 263. 
wleccean, 407. 6. 
wh'tan, 382 il 
wlite, 263 and il 6. 
wlo'h, 284. 
gewloh, 295. 
woe, 392 n. L 
wdcor, 264 ; 255. 2. 
wdh, 242. 

wdh, 295 il lj 304 

2L 3, 
woleen, 243. L 
womm, 295 n. 2. 
won, 294. 



I wong, 273 h. L 
wonge, 280. 
word, 238, 
worold, 274 il L 
wracu, 263. 
wrecan, 391 ilL 
wr^nc, 266. 
wrcon, 373 ff.; 383. 
wr^ian, 400 n. 2* 
wndan, 382 il 
wrfoan, 382 n. 
wringan, 386 jl L 
gewrit, 21 L 
wn'tan, 378 il ; 382 il 
wrdtan, 396. 
wucu, 279. 
wudu, 271. 
wulf, 239. L a. 
wund, 264. 
wunian, 411. 
wylf, 257. 
wyrcean, 407. a. 
wyrd, 269. 

gewyrht, 267 ; 269 and 

2L 3. 
wyrm, 206. 
wyrp, 206. 
wy rt, 269. 
wy'scan, 406. 2. 

yfel, 296andiLlj 812. 
yfemest, 314. 
ymcst, 314 il L 
yppan, 405. 2. 
yst, 269. 
ytemest, 314. 
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